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N the "FA n of . hs lives 5 
ſome eminent perſons were dimitted, Which it 
has been thought proper to introduce into JO. 15 - A 
new and improved edition, It has, therefore  - J 
been found expedient to make ſome little.deyias. | 

tion from the chronological order, Which could. 
not ſb well be  exa@ty: adhered to, on account 8 
the arrangement of the former volumes, winch' K ö 
a particular reference to, and was naturally ch - 
| 


netted with; that view of the puhſie tranſactionz of; *- - ,/ 
0. times which on interwoven in the work. -Go- 1 
| back, 3 10 e Cf 
2 VII. Per 992 
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FRANCIS nai. 


Ki ' ſhall here give ſome account of the life — 
=, Francis ATTERBURY, biſhop of Rocheſter, who 
72 Wat de celebrated and confiderable a writer to be 

_ Wholly omitted in à work ' of this kind. | 
This prelate was born at Milton, or - Miadle- 
ton Keynes, near Newport-Pagnel, in Bucking- 
bhamſhite, on the fixth of March, 1662. He 
2 8 was fon to Dr. Lewis Atterbury, who was rector 
doof Miſton, and was educated at Weſtminſter-ſchool. 
From thence he was removed to Chriſt-churoh-col- 
BE ” in Oxford, Where be ſoon; diſtinguifhed him 
= ſelf by his wit and learning. He gave early proofs 
ES of his Poetica talent, in a Latin verſion of Mr. 
8 Dryden s Abſalom and Achitophel ; an epigram on 
a lady's fan, which has been much admired, and 
{eanflarions of two odes of Horace, both of which 
have uncommon wierit. He gook the degree of ba- 
> - * chelorofarts in 1684, and that of maſter + in 1687. 
mm that year he publiſhed, „An Anſwer, to ſome | 
ee on the Spirit of Martin Luther, and 
iginal of the Reformation.” - Mr. Atterbury's 
| SAC written in oppoſition) to Obadiah Walker, 
13 And in vinckcatzon of Luther and the Reformation. 
During his ſtay ar the e e he had a conſi- 
1 5 ſhare in the famous controyerſy between 
3 and the Honourable Mr. Charles 
„ afterwards earl of Orrecy, concerning the 
nk of Phalaris's epiſtles; and it appears 
that mere than half of the book, publiſhed under 
the name of Boyle, was written by Atterbury. He 
. 3 was not quite ſatisfied with his ſituation at the uni 
LP verſityſt and thought himſelf qualitied for more ac- 
2 tive and important ſcenes. In a letter to his. fa- 
. ther, dated Oxford, CR. 24, 1690, he ſays, My 
MT never had a thought: of parting with, tilt I 
left Oxfors.* I with I could part with him to- mor- 
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Wis Sth circle of ſmall affairs, that can now 1 
neither divert nor inſtruct me. I was made, I afn 5 3 9 
ſare, for another ſcene, and another ſort of con- 
- verſation.z though it has been my hard luck to be- 
pinned down to this. + 1 have thought and thought © 
again, Sir, and for ſome years, nor have I erer 
been able to think otherwiſe, than that I am lofing . - ©. 
time every minute 1 ſtay here. The only benefi vel 3 
ever .propole-to myſelf by. the place is ſtudying : 
and that I am not able to compaſs. Mr. Boyle 4 
takes up half my time, and. I grudge it him not: 
for he 15 a ſine gentleman; and while Lam with .- 


him I will do what I can to make him a man: col. 

lege and amverhity.. buſineſs take up à great dell 

more; and I am forced to be uſeful to ꝛhe dean „ 

4 thouſand cube that 4 E . little > 
a... 


time. 7 
His father, in return, in A letter dated the 4 
of November following, expreſſes himſelf thus: 
© I know, not what to think of your uneaſineſs. * 
ſhews unlike a Chriſtian, and ſavours neithet ofgeme - 
r nor confideration, I am troubled d re "I 
ber! it is babitual. Yow uſed to ſay, When) vou 
had your degrees, you ſhould be able to ſwim withs 
out bladders.” You ſeemed toirejoice at yu be- 
ing moderator, and of your quantum a1 and ſuble&vrer; ; 
but neither of theſe pleaſed you; nor WI F 
- ling to take. thoſe pupils the houſe afforded you, 10 
when maſter; nor doth your lectures pleaſe, c ” “ · © 
noblemen ſatisfy you. But you make yourſelf nd 
friends uneaſy : cannot truſt Providence. 
Do your duty, and ſerve God in your ſtation, #61 
until you. are called to ſomewhat better. Mans 
Ways are not, himſelf, nor can all your p - 
ing change the colour of one of your hairs, which _ | 
are numbered, and a ſparrow falls. not to the ground 
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4 FRANCIS ATTERBOURY, - | 
of our ſtations ? You need not doubt but I could 
wiſh you all the great things you are capable of; 
but I can neither ſecure them to you nor myſelf; 
but muſt leave all to time and Providence. I am 
not wanting in pains and proſpect, and deny myſelf 
mare in tailing ng fpeting: Kan you Key. ef or 
will do, and all T fee to little purpoſe, when it is 
of no better effect with you.” . £44.44 
It is not certainly known at what time he entered 
into holy orders; but, in 1693, upon the death of 
huis father, he made application to the earl of Not- 
tingham to ſucceed in the rectory of Milton.” He 
did not, however, obtain the living; and being of 
an aſpiring temper, and tired of à college life, he 
reſolved to quit the univerſity, and exhibit himſelf 
in a more ative ſcene. Accordingly making Lon- 
dan his reſidence, he ſoon diſtinguiſned himſelf; 
fo that he was elected one of the chaplains in ordi- 
nary to king William-and queen Mary, and was 
celected preacher at Bridewell, and lecturer at St. 


N 


; mos. 211 128 4" ves at TS 
1694, he preached a remarkable ſermon at 
| . Bridewell chapel, before the governors of that and 
HhHethlem hoſpital,-on che power of charity to cover fin ; 
to which Mr. Benjamin Hoadly, afterwards biſhop 
o Wincheſter, publiſhed ſome exceptions. Some- 
Wat earlier than this period Mr. Atterbury married 
Miss Oſborn, a relation of the duke of Leeds, a 
great beauty, and poſſeſſed of a fortune of 75,0001. 
who lived at or in the neighbourhood of Oxford. 
In 1700, he engaged in the controverſy with 


* 


De, Wake, afterwards archbiſhop of Canterbury 
and others, concerning the rights, powers, and 
. * - - privileges of convocations. His firſt piece upon 
dat ſubjest was entituled, The Rights, Powers, 
and Privileges, of an Engliſh Convocation. ſtated 


aud vindicated, in anſwer to à late bock of Dr. 
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__ BISHOP or ROCHESTER. 5 
Wake's, entituled, The Authority of Chriſtian 
Princes, &. This book appeared at firſt without 
the author's name; but the year following Mr. At.. 
terbury publiſhed a ſecond edition, with his name 
prefixed go it, and very conſiderable additions. In 
this piece he treated Dr. Wake's book as a ſhal-⸗ 

Iow. empty . petformance, written without any 
knowledge of our conſtitution, or any ſkil in the 

particular ſubject of debate; upon ſuch principles 

as are deſtructive of all our civil, as well as eccleſi :. 
aſtical iberties; and with ſuch aſperſions on the 
clergy, both dead and living, as were no leſs inju- 
rious to the body, than his doctrine ——“ I he 
very beſt conſtruction (he tells us) that has been 
put upon Dr., Wake's attempt by candid. readers, 
is, that it was an endeavour to advance the prero- - 
gative of the prince in church matters as high, | 
and to deprels the interett of the ſubject fprris =: 
tual as low, as ever be could, with any colour of 
truth“ — Were all Dr. Wake ſays ſtrictly true 
and juſtifiable (adds Mt, Atterbary); yet Whether 
the labouring tie point ſo heartily as he does, nud 
mewing himſelf fo; willing to prove the church to 
have no rights and privileges, be a very decent 1 BG 
in a clergyman, I leave his friends to conſider. But, 
when all a man advances is not only. al-defigned, 
but ill- grounded, and his principles are as falſe as 
they are ſcandalous (as I have evidently proved his 
to be), there are ho names and cenſures too bad. 
to be beſtowed on ſuch; writers and their wri- \ 
lingse” bot bio e 2d ot ieee | 753 
__ Biſhop Burnet wrote a piece againſt this per- 
formance of Atterhury's relative to the rights of 
convocations; Wherein he obſerves, that he had 
ſo entirely laid aſide the ſpirit of Chriſt, and the 
characters of a + Chriſtian, that, without large al- 

lowances of charity, way can hardly. think that 2 
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6 - FRANCIS ATTERBU RV . 
did once refle& on the obligations he lay under to 
follow the humility, the meekneſs, and the gentle- 
'neſs of Chriſt. So far from that, he ſeems to have 
forgot the common decencies of a man, or of a 
ſcholar.” His lordſhip adds, that A book written 
with that roughneſs and acrimony of ſpirit, if well 
received, would be a much ſtronger argument 
againſt the expediency of à convocation, than any 

he brings or can bring for it.” | be ia 

Dr. Wake, in the preface to his State of the 
Church and Clergy of England in their Councils, 
Synods, Convocations, &c.“, ſays, that, upon bis 
firſt peruſal of Dr. Atterbury's book, he faw ſuch 
a ſpirit of wrath and uncharitableneſs, accompanied 
with ſuch an aſſurance of the author's abilities for 
ſuch an undertaking, as he had barely ever met 
with in the like degree before.“ He afterwards ſays, 
In my examination of the whole book, I find in 
it enough to commend” the wit, though not the 


- > ſpirit of him who wrote it.— To pay what is due 


een to an adverfary; it muſt be allowed, that Dr. 
Altterbory has done all; that a man of forward parts 
and a hearty zeal could do, to defend the cauſe 
dich he has eſpouſed. He has choſen the moſt 
PrlwK⸗auſible topics of argumentation; and he has 
given them all the advantage, that either a ſprightly 
wit, or a good affurance, could afford them. But 
He wanted one thing ; he had not Truth on his 
ide: and error, though it may be palliated, and 
by aft artificial manager, ſuch as Dr. Atterbury 
without controverſy is, be diſguiſed ſo as to de- 
ceive ſometimes even à wary reader, yet it will not 
brar a ſtrict examination. And accordingly I have 
_ Thewn him; notwithſtanding: all his other endow- 
ments, to have deluded the world with a mere Ko- 
mance; and, from the one end of his diſcourſe to 
the other, to have delivered à hiſtory, not of what 
CG 1 * * FR 1 Was 
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was really done, but of what it was his inte reſt to 
make it believed had been done.“ N 
But Mr. Atterbury's zeal for the high claims of 
the church gave ſo much ſatisfact ion to the lower- 
houſe of convocation, that they returned him their 
thanks for his book in 1701; and the univerſity 
of Oxford alſo conferred on him the degree of .. , 
doctor in divinity, by diploma, without perform 
ing exerciſes, or paying fees. Before this he had 
alſo been inſtalled archdeacon of Totneſs, being 
promoted to that dignity. by Sir Jonathan Trelawny, 
then biſhop of Exeter. "The principles of that pre- 
late, both reſpecting church and ſtate, were ex- 
tremely ſimilar to thoſe of Dr. Atterbury, Who. 
therefore, frequently cortreſponded with him con- 
cerning the tranſactions of tlie convocation · In 
one of Atterbury's letters to the biſhop is the fol- 
lowing paſſage: Things go not well here: the 
ſpirit of moderation prevails to an immodefate de- 
gree, and the church is dropped by conſent of both 
om Carſtaires, and the agent for the Iriſn 
reſby terians, are mote familiarly ſeen, and more 
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caſily received, at the levees of ſome great mini- 
ters (who are called our friends) than boneſter * 
men.“ In another letter, dated March 11, 1700-1. 
Dr. Atterbury ſays, Dr. Jane has taken the chair 
n the committee for inſpecting books written againſt 
the truth of the Chriſtian religion. We fat to- 
day; and ſeveral books were brought in to be gen- 
fured, and an extract from one Toland's “ Chriſ- 
- tlanity not myſterious” laid before us. Dr. Jane 
is very hearty in it, and moved, that we might ſit 
de die in diem till we had: finiſhed. our buſineſs. I 
bring in to-: morrow a book of one Craig, a Scotch- 
man, chaplain to the biſhop of Sarum (Dr. Bur- 
net), to prove, by mathematical calculation, that, 
According to the pretenſion of the probability of hiſ- 
67% < - : B 4 : tonical :- 
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8 FRANCITS'ATTERBURY, - 
Torieal evidence, in ſuch a ſpace of time (which he 
._ mentions), the Chriſtian religion will not be credi - 
ble. It is dedicated to the biſhop. We have made 
2 previous order, that nothing done in this com- 
mittee ſhall be divulged till all is finiſhed ; and, 
therefore, I muſt humbly beg your lordſhip to 


— 
2 


Keep theſe particulars ſecre  _ 
pon the acceſſion of queen Anne, in 1702, 
Dr. Atterbury was appointed one of her chaplains 
in ordinary; and. about this time he was engaged, 
with ſome other learned divines, in reviſing an in- 
"tended edition of the Greek Teſtament, with 
Greek ſcholia, collected chiefly from the fathers, 
by Mr. Archdeacon Gregory. He alſo publiſhed 
ſeveral other pieces relative to the rights and powers 
pf convocations. In 190g, When Dr. Hooper, dean 
bf Canterbury, was nominated to the biſhoprick of 
| St. Aſaph's, Dr. Atterbury wrote in the following 
terms to his friend biſhop Trelawny : If the dean 
.  * of Canterbury be made biſhop with a deſign to give 
- "him the chief hand in the adminiſtration of eccleſi- 
_- _* aſtical affairs (as is ſuppoſed, and as indeed the cir- 
- +cumftances of his advancement ſeem to ſhew, for 
--  Tthat fougbt him, and not he it; and my lord trea- 
ſiurer wrote a letter to him, telling him it was the 
| © queen's command chat he ſhould take it, and ne- 
|. —-ceflary in order to her affairs; and your lordſhip 
© «Nees chat he hath more favour ſhewed him in the 
| - -commendam” than-ever-any biſhop in your lord- 
- - ſhip time had) If ſo, my lord, I am ſure to be 
2" 7 and kept under as much as if archbiſhop 
II illotſon were alive; and at the helm: for that I 
"es 1 and God's will be done in it! 
However, let the dean of Canterbury be as great as 
- he will; I muſt take the liberty to-day, that it was 
my poor labours that made him ſo. For had not 
that bock I wrote ptocuted à convocation, and 
„e! e Je gel 2” given 
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2 BTSH OP or ROCHESTER. 
giren him by that means an opportunity of Fo. | 
ing a ſtrong body of the clergy, and placing himſelf 
at the head of them; he could not have made it 
neceſſary for the crown to take notice of him, in 
order to bring things to a temper z- but would | 
i have continued dean of Canterbury ſtill. In re- GY 
turn for this, I know, I am to be neglected and ©. > 
ſacrificed, as ſar as he is able to bring it about: 
but, as long as I have your protection and favour, 
I will mot be diſcouraged. Bro 
In another letter to the ſame prelate, dated from a 
Chelſea, Nov. 23; 1703, Atterbury ſays, Weare 
to meet in convocation again to- morrow, and 1 
will ſee if can then put a little life into our af- 
fairs,” But it appears that he was not very ſuc- 
ceſsful ; for in another letter, dated Nov. 26, he ſays, 
„We did nothing in convocation yeſterday; but 
only getting a day to be appointed for the ſitting f 
our two committees of books and grievances. - We | 
who met were but few ; about fifteen on our fide, 
and two or three on the other; all diſpirited, and 
ſtaring one upon another: not a man from Ox - 
ford, but the prolocutor alone.“ In another letter, 
dated the gth of December following, he ſays, On 
Wedneſday were carried up two papers to the bi- 
- ſhops; one, | a general / repreſentation about the 
miſc chievous books lately publiſhed; the other, a 
requeſt to join with them in preparing a bill for the 
more ſpeedy and effectual levying of rates for the 
repair of churches.” In another latter, dated the 
zoth of the ſame month, he complains; that Dr. 
ooper, the new biſhop of Sv. Aſaph, ated in 
ſuck? à manner as evinced him to be his eneniy. 1 
He leaves,” ſays he, no ſtone unturned to mi- 
chief me. His converſation with two conſiderable * "Ll 
men hath: come to my knowledge, wherein. I was 
v fe as a man that Nanted tempeꝶ and diſore- 
87 5 1 N L ; Gol 


- vWF 


, 


'# 


» # 


#740. FRANCIS: ATTERBURY, 
tion, and as fond of my own opinions, and unfit 
to be countenaticed in any degree, leſt I ſhould be 
enabled by that means to be more troubleſome. 
| God forgive him! It is a very ill return for my 
making that ſcuffle which ſet him at the head of 
the lower clergy, and, conſequently, made him 
what he is now:: ty 
In another letter to biſhop Trelawny, dated Chel- 
fea, Jan: 6, 1703-4, Dr. Atterbury. ſays, The 
convocation of Ireland will a& upon the/11th, and 
in the firſt place addreſs the queen, - thanking her 
for Te/tormg their rights, and in other words that 
iniply it to be matter of juſtice, rather than favour. 
Ihey will alſo make a declaration in behalf of the 
divine right of epi ſcopacy, and their biſhops will 
unanimouſly ſubſcribe it; which will be a decent 
reproach to ours, who decline joining in that decla- 
1 fy F 
As archdeacon of Totnefs, Dr. Atterbury ad- 
dreffed ſeveral viſitation- charges to the clergy of that 
archdeaconry; and in one of theſe, delivered. in 
103, is the following paſſage: I he men who 
take pleaſure in tradueing their brethren have en- 
dadeavoured to expoſe thoſe of them who appeared 
ſteady in this cauſe, under the invidious name of 
_ High Churchmen. What they mean by that 
Word, I cannot tell. But if an high churchman 
be one who is for keeping up the preſent eccleſiaſ- 
. ical conſtitution in all its parts, without making 
any illegal abatements in favour of ſuch as either 
openly pppolſe or ſecretly: undermine it; one who 
though he lives peaceably with all men of different 
- perſuaſrons, and gndeavours/ to win them over by 
methods of lenity and kindneſs, yet is not charita- 
Ble and moderate enough to depart from the eſta- 
„ Hböbſhment (even while it ſtands fixed by a law), in 
order to meet them half way in their opinions and 
W practices; 
„ 
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practices; one, who thinks the canons and rubrick 
. of the church, and the acts of parliament made in 
favour of it; ought ſtrictly to be obſerved and kept | 
up to, till they ſhall, upon a proſpect of a tho- 
rough compliance from thoſe without (if ſuch a caſe 
may be ſuppoſed), be releaſed, in any reſpect, by 
a competent authority: I ſay, if this be the charac- 
ter of an high churchman, (how odious a ſound ſo- 1 
ever that name may carry), I ſee no reaſon Wu 
any man ſhould be diſpleaſed with the title, be- 
cauſe ſuch an high churchman is certaitily a good 
Chriſtian, and a good Engliſhman.” 5 
Hle alſo ſays, in the ſame charge, The more 
obſtruct ions we find towards exerting the ſynodical 
wer of the church, the more reaſon we have to 
mak inferior juriſdictions uſeful; and to do all 
that we can, in our ſeveral places and ſtations, to 
preſerve the poor remains of church: diſeiphne we 
enjoy in theit due life and vigour, ſince we ate not 
as yet likely either to retrieve what is Toft, or en- 
force what is left by new ſanctions; a work which 
deſerves the beſt wiſhes and aſſiſtances of every mau 
who has a regard for the intereſt of religion, and 
for the honour and authority of the church of 
England.” Wold Wrong. ago wat ig: Si; 
In October, 1704, Dr. Atterbury was advanced 
to the deanery of Carliſte. About two years after 
this, he had a diſpute with Mr. Hoadly, concerning 
the advantages of virtue with reſpect to the preſent 
life; and ſome time after he engaged in a ſręſh diſpute 
with him concerning the doctrine of paſſiye obedi-. 
ene. \ln 1707, his friend Sir Jonathan Frelaway ap- 
pointed him one of the canon reſidentiaries of the 
cathedral cf Exeter; and he was aſterwards made 
preacher of the Rolls chapel. In 108, he pub · 
Uſhed in one volume, 8vo; fourteen ſermofis, 
which he dedicated to his friend biſhop Trelawny. 
. „5 . M5 
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At the beginning of the year 1709, he appears to 
Have been greatly offended becauſe the queen had 
prorogued the convocation. Dean Swift, in one 
of his letters written at this period, ſays, „As for 
-the convocation, the queen had thought fit to pro- 
5 rogue it, though at the expence of Dr. Atterbury's 
_ Giſpleaſure, who was deſigned their prolocutor, and 
Is now raving at the diſappointment.” _ 
In 1710, came on the famous trial of Dr. Sa- 
cheverell, whoſe ſpeech was generally ſuppoſed to 
have been drawn up by Dr. Atterbury, in conjunc- 
tion with Dr. Smaltidge and Dr. Freind. The 
ſame year, Dr. Atterbury was choſen prolocutor of 
the lower-houſe of convocation,” and had the chief 
management of affairs in that houſe. In 1711, a 
--_ _ Commnttee was appointed to draw up a reprefenta- 
tion of the preſent {tate of the church, and of reli- 
gion in the nation; and, after ſome heads were 
4. 2 upon, Burnet ſays, that Atterbury 1 0 
Tured that the drawing; up of this might be le 
: him: and he drew up a moſt virulent declamation, 
defaming all the admmiſtrations from the time of 
the Revolution. Into this he brought many impi- 
ous principles and practices, that had been little 
heard of or known, but were now to be publiſhed, 
if this | ſhould' be laid before the queen.” The 
\ wer houſe, he adds, agreed to Atterbury's 
Araught; but the biſhops laid it aſide, and ordered 
another repreſentation to be drawn i in more general 
and more modeſt terms. 
Ia the Repreſentation: of the State of Religion, | 
. drown oh this occaſion by Atterbury, of which 
np ks, ate the following paſſages : ** We 
ue. —_—_ — unſpeakable grief, reflect on that 
deluge of impiety and licentiouſneſs which hath 
5 in 2 65 us, and ae ths face = n 
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| church and kingdom, eminent in former times for 
purity of faith and ſobriety of manners. 
he ſource of theſe; great evils, as far back as. 
we have traced it, ſeems ta have been that long; un- 
natural rebellion which looſened all the bands of 
diſcipline and order, and overturned; the:;goodly - 
frame of our ecelefiaſtical and civil eonſtitution. 
- « The hypocriſy, enthuſiaſm, and variety of wid 
and monſtrous errors, which àbaunded during 
thoſe confuſions, begat in the minds of men (too 
eaſily carried ĩnto extremes) a diſregard for the ver 4 
appearances: of religion, and ended in a ſpirit af 
downright Jibertiniſm and prophaneneſs, which | 
hath ever ſince too much prevailed among us. It 
was, indeed, checked and kept under for a time, 
by the legal reſtraints laid on the preſs, and by te 
_ guſt dread of Popery which hung over our heads? 
but as ſoon as theſe fears were removed, and thoſe - 
reſtraints were taken off, it broke out in 9 
greateſt freedom and violence. 2 
We forbear to wound your pious ears by a par 
tieular mention of thoſe many blaſphemous vr | 
ſages which have been publiſhed from the preſs.” |} 
Nevertheleſs, in diſcharge of the truſt.repoſed in us 
by your Majeſty, we think ourſelves obliged to lag _ 
before you ſome account of the various fteps taken. 
to undermine the foundations of Chriſtianity, and 
to infect the minds of your people with Atheiſm, 
Deiſm, Hereſy, and _ n <p and 2 
tive error. 5 
„The ein rennen of the hath 44 8 
Rome (managed with ſo much honour and advan- 
tage to the church of England) was no ſooner bap- 
paily ended, but other adverſaries aroſe, who o 
attacked the fundamental articles of the Catholic 
F 1 n ie of Arian and Sei- IN 
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nian hereſies through all the parts of this. r 
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dom. 


The dofrine of a Trinity of Perſons: | inthe 


| | Vnity of the Gop k Ap was then denied and 


fcoffed at; the ſatis faction made for the ſins of 
mankind by the precious blood of Cx r1sT was re- 


_ nounced and exploded; the ancient Creeds of the 


Church were repreſented as unwarrantable impoſi- 
tions, and treated with terms of the utmoſt con- 
., tumely and reproach. And the divulgers of theſe 
wicked errors and blaſphemies proceeded with as 
little diſguiſe and caution as if ſome new law had 


| been made in their favour; notwithſtanding that 


care had been taken, by thoſe. who paſſed the Act 
of Indulgence, expreisly to exclude THEM ou the 
benefit of it. 

; - * Irr defiance of this act, and of all the laws hen 
zn force, they not only owned their peſtilent errors, 


but fet up for making proſelytes, by a multitude of 


wicked books and 3 which for ſome years 
they diſperſed from the preſs, without enen or 
-diſcouragement. | 

They at laſt proceeded fo fires even to eh a 
Religious Aſſembly, where divine worſhip was pub- 
lickly performed in a way agreeable. to the princi- 
ples of the Unitarians, and weekly ſermons were 


preached in defence of them. 


Nor have theſe Hereticks been with-held by the 


| public notice lately taken of their wicked poſition, 
from venting them anew, and with yet greater 

' *boldneſs.. Even at the time when we are: thus met 
by your majeſty's writ, and exhortcd by your gra- 
cious letter, to conſult of methods for reprethng 
ſuch impieties, a book hath been printed, wherein 
the Arian doctrine is avowed and maintained, and 
a promiſe is made of evincing the truth of it, by 
4 ba and elaborate , in other weatiles from 
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de ſame hand, which are ſoon to follow. Tobis 
book the author hath prefixed his name, and hath 
not been afraid to dedicate it to the archbiſhop, 
biſhops, and clergy, of this, province in convocation 
| afſembled being, as we have ſome reaſon to be- 
lieve, ſupported in this undertaking, and encou- 
raged to ptoſecute it, by the liberal contributions 
and infidious applauſes of thoſe who are the deter- 
mined enemies of all religion and goodneſs. - 
Alt was by ſuch men as theſe that the Socinian 
tracts, when firſt publiſhed, were much coun- 
tenanced and recommended: for they well knew 
that, the chief articles of the Chriſſian faith being 
once ſhaken, a way would by that means be opened, 
and the minds of nien prepared for the attacks 
which might afterwards bas made op Chriſtianity it- 


ſelf, and into which the Secinian controverſy; ſoon 


wn improved. 

„Nor ought we among the ſeveral, inſtances. of 
infidelity, and of the approaches made towards it, 
2 omit the mention of thoſe damnable errors which 
have been embraced and propagated by the ſect of 

Quakers; who, in ſeveral of their treatiſes, in their 


Catechiſms and Primers, have taught the rudiments 


of the Chriſtian Faith in ſuch a manner, as to make 
it ſeem. to be little more than a complicated; . 
tem of Deiſm and Enthuſiaſm. 
© We pretend not to have made a full diſcovery. of 
all the dark and ſubtle wiles by which the inſtru- 


ments of Satan have endeavoured. to eſtabliſh his 
kingdom, and to introduce a general looſeneſs of 
principles and practices among us: but-theſe, which 


we have now laid before your majeſty, are too ob- 


vious and manifeſt not to be IG and com- 


plained of by us. 
However, neither theſe r nor any other ian 
ug aud en. 1 * ſoover Suan 
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and how .induftrioufly ſocver purſued; would have 
met with fo remarkable ſucceſs,” had not other 
-_ _ cauſes and circumſtances conburred, to help forward 
tthe event, and vou W gromtb of eee 
opinions. 
Among the chief of theſe, reckon the re- 
moval of that reſtraint which the wiſdom of for- 
mer times had laid upon the preſs; and which- no 
ſooner ceaſed, than thoſe pernicious principles, that 
before had been whiſpered only in corners, among 
ttße diſſolute and lawleſs, were now proclaimed in 
our ſtreets, and ſent abroad to pollute the minds of 
your majeſty's ſobjects in all rnepr, ß domi- 
nion. | 
> 4: MT he: meaneſtand moſt e the penis, 
who had any degree of curioſity and leiſure, were 
then tempted to employ it in ſearches for which 
Ha were no ways qualified ; they were furniſhed | 
every day from the preſs with objections againſt 
religion ; and taught to doubt of | thoſe truths, 
which it had otherwiſe never once enn into 
their hearts to queſtionmn. 154 
This general liberty of the preſs r not 
5 Jong after the time when, by reaſon of confuſions 
andi diſorders that uſually attend great changes of 
tate, che reins, of government were unavoidably 
flackened, and parties of men were ſuffered to ex- 
preſs" their mutual reſentments, and manage their 
Aebates againſt each other, with a freedom not of- 
ten gs 1 or tro perro IT __ and ſettled 
times. 
We conch but eve W e that 
they who derided churches; and creeds, and myf- 
-  "reries, were the ſame who inſulted the memory, 
and juſtified the murder, of the royal martyr; ap- 
2h Then gre 6 rebelliow raiſed againſt him, and have 
great deal of e ee 
aits” | ' | ANIM 
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_ publiſhing the works of thoſe writers who were 
the molt declared and icreconcileable enemies to 
_ monarchy.” _ | 
Hope was afterwards: expreſſed of the great ad- 
vantages which might be derived from the exerciſe 
of the powers of conyvocation . Nor are we with- 1 
out hope,” it was ſaid, ** that theſe our ſynodical 
aſſemblies, regularly and conſtantly held, 2 be 
one uſeful means of checking the attempts of pro- 
fane men, and preventing the growth of pernicious If 
errors; eſpecially if, by t the authority or interven- J 
tion of ſuch ſynods, ſome way might be found to 
reſtore the difcivling of the Church, now too mach 
relaxed and decayed, to, its priſtine life and vigour; _ Þ 
nd to ſtrengthen the ordinary juriſdiction of eccle= 1 
ſiaſtical courts, now too much reſtrained and eh« 
fecbled: both which ends, as far as they ſhall ap- 
pear- to be ſuhſervient to the intereſts of religion 
and virtue, and no ways to interfere with the laws 
and liberties of our country, we do not, under thbe 
propitious. influence of your * majeſty.s adqminiſtra- Fe, 
tion, deſpair of attaining.” .- | 
Hut that for which we at preſent in moſt carneſt 
and moſt humble 8 addreſs ourſelves to your - 
majeſty is, that, your royal interpoſition, 3 
act may be 3 for reſtraining the preſent ex- 
ceſſive and ſcandalous liberty of printing wicked 
books at home, or importing the like from abroad, 
in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom of your , ma jeity- 
and parliament ſhall ſeem; moſt expedient : for” as 
we take this to have been the chief ſource and — 4 
ol thoſe evils whereof we now complain; ſo we 
queſtion not but that the femoval of it would be 
the moſt ſpeedy, and effectual cure of them“ 
| N 8 Atterbury was made dean - 9 
| . Chriſt-church, and ſtill continued to ſupport very 
| high eccleſiaſtical 1 and 2 nail a a oo 
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., zeal againſt hereſy. In a letter written by him to 
biſhop Trelawny, at the beginning of the year 
1713, is the following paſſage ; I have received | 
two letters, for which I am to thank your lordſhip, \ 
and. will thank your lordſhip as long as I live. 
For though I have received many kind ones from 
. your lordſhip, and particularly two (never by me 
to be forgotten) wherein your lordſhip was pleaſed 
to beſtow the archdeaconry of Totneſs and a da- 
_nonry of Exeter upon me; yet permit me to fay, 
my lord, that even thoſe were not more welcome 
than the two laſt which you were pleaſed to ſend 
me, and in which your lordſhip has drawn a lively 
3 1 of that zeal for the true faith of Chriſt, and 
for the dignity and honour of the prieſthood, 
= Which are, and ever have been, a diftinguifhing 
part of your lordſhip's character. | 
I entirely agree to all your lordſhip ſays in the 
former part of your letter with reſpect to the blaſ- 
phemies of Mr. Whiſton and Dr. Clarke (for [ 
cannot give the tenets”, even of the latter a ſofter 
name); and. with with all my foul it were as much 
in my power, as it is in my inclination, to procure 
. any thing to be done (either in or out of conyoca- 
tion) that might effectually check and diſcourage 
en,, CE WED e e 
In June, 1713, Dr. Atterbury was advanced to the 
biſhoprick of Rocheſter and deanety of Weſtmin- 
ſter; and was conſecrated at Lambeth on the 4th 
of July following. It has been ſaid; that he had 
in view the primacy of all England; and that his 
credit with the queen and Wige was ſo conſider- 
able, and his ſchemes ſo well laid, as probably to 
haye cartied it, upon a vacancy, bad not the queen's 
death, in Auguſt, 1714, preyented him. But Dr. | 
Marton ſays, © It was with difficulty queen Anne 
Mas petſuaded to make Atterbury a. biſhop ; _—_ | 
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KE ſhe did at laſt, on the repeated importunities of lord 


Harcourt, who preſſed” the queen to do it, becaufe 
the had before diſappointed him, in not placing Sa- 
cheverell on the bench. After her deceaſe, Atter- 
bury vehemently urged his friends to proclaim the 
pretender; and, on their refuſal, upbraided them 
for their timidity with many oaths ; for he was ac- 
cuſtomed to ſwear on any ſtrong provocatipn.” “ 
At the commencement of the reign of George I. 
Atterbury's tide of proſperity began to turn; his. 
'palitics were well knowu; and he was coldly re- 


ceived at court. In return, he conſtantly oppoſed 


the meaſures of the court in the Houſe of Lords, 
and drew up ſome of the warmeſt proteſts with his 


dun hands. Thus, he went on till the year 1122, 


when the government, having reaſon to ſuſpect him 


of being concerned in a plot in favour of the pre- 


tender, he was apprehended on the 24th of Auguſt; 
and, after an examination before the privy- council, 
was committed priſoner to the "Tower. He was 
continued in à very cloſe and rigorous confinement, 
and, as the adminiſtration were not poſſeſſed of an 
evidence ſufficient for his · conviction, on the 230 ao 
of March, ' 1722-3, à bill was brought iato the 
Houſe of Commons for inflicting certain pains 
and penalties on Francis Lord Biſhop of Rocheſ- 
ter; a copy of which was ſent to him, with no- 


tice, that he had liberty of counſel and ſolicitors for 


making his defence. Under theſe circumſtances, 


the biſhop applied, by petition, to the Houſe of 


Lords, for their direction and advice reſpecting his 
conduct in this conjuncture; and, on the Atli of 
April, he acquainted the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons by a jetter, that he was determined to 
give that houſe no trouble in relation to the bill 
depending therein; but ſhould be ready to make 
his defence againſt it, when it ſhould be argued in 
— a another 
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- -nether.houſl of which be. had the honour to be 
-.- Amember. 815 the gth the Dh Ea the Houſe of 
Commons, and was the ſame day ſent up to the 
= Houle of Lords for their concurrence, . On the 6th 
7 May, being the firft reading of the. bill, biſhop 
| Btterbury was brought to Wellminſter to make his 
defence, which he did by his counſel. The pro- 
©» ceedings: coptinucd. above,a week, SL on Saturday 
t lay 11, the biſhop was permitted to plead, for 
-.. himſelf ;,wluch he did in a very cloquent ſpeech, 

from which we ſhall ſelect a few + palfages, He be- 
gn. eie irwie. ee 30 b3d1d 
A Lind 11133 10.36 16942; a * 
My Lane, 1 * 1 e = 
ode . been under 4 very . gags 
3 in which L have been EAR, by, — — 05 
Ion in hol, fc eee caligdy-l Nas with Juch 
- Jexerity,. and ſo great ,indignity,. 28, L believe, no 
er in the Tawer. of my age, infirmities, _ 
don, and tank, ewerlunderwent: hy which means, 
what Ire Krength. and uſe of * limbs I. had, 
ben committed in Avguſt laſt, is now ſo, far im- 
— paired, that 1,am uaft-to: appear, before your.lord- 
- Abyps on; any occaſiong eſpeclallxy when I am to 
make my defence e bill l ner 2 
mature and teudency. 1455 
I mention this, Ae ene of what 1 have 
to ay, not ſo mach in the way of complaint, as 
_ hoping that, if I ſhould. fail in any part of 
x: own -jaſtification, vout Jlordfhips will impute 
ach defect to the true cauſe : not my; want of in- 
nogence or arguments to ſupport it (my counſel, I 
_  #thank-them,; have amply ſhewed that I want nei- 
ther), but to the great weak neſs of body and mind 
under which. Lat preſent labour. Such uſage, ſu 
- -hardſhips.,of every kind, ſuch inſults as I have un- 
| 8 * * Nor e relaluie. (pix it, 
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«nd a much firmer conſtitution than has fallen (o 
my ſhare,” 1 Yes > vi CAE 
He afterwards ſtated the proceedings and reſolu- 
tions of the Houſe of Commons againſt him; _ 
and, ſpeaking, of the pains and penalties which 
were to be inflifted againſt him by the bill, ſays, _- 
«« The perſon thus ſentenced below to be deprived; >  . _ 
of all his preferments, to ſuffer perpetual exile, to 
| be rendered incapable of any office. or employment, or 
| even of any parden-from the crown, and with whom, _ _ 
no man muſt hereafter converſe, or correſpond b7ß 
letter, meſſage, or otherwiſe, without being guilty of. 3 
ſeliny, is a 2 of this church, and a lerd of parlia r 
ment; the very i inſtance of a member of his. 
houſe, ſo treated, ſo prejudged, ſo condemned, 


F 


originally in austber, and may it be the 4a though. 

4 ſuch precedents, once ſet, ſeldom ſtand fingles; - 
but are apt, even without a bleſling, to be fruitful,” - 
and multiply in after- times | a reflection that deſerves _ 
ſeriouſly to be conſidered by thoſe who, obſerving - 
that this Eaſe. has never before in all its circcum- 
ſtances happened, may too eaſily conclude that it 
will never happen again Po 
| The biſhop afterwards enters into à particular 
examination of the nature and circumſtances 'of. 
the evidence againft him, and then ſays, Our, 
law has taken care that there ſhould be a more clear. 

and full proof of 2 than of any ther crime, 
whatſoever. And reaſonable it is, that a crime, 
attended with the higheſt penalties, thould be made 
out by the cleareſt, and. fulleſt evidence. And yet 
here is a charge of high-treaſon brought 0 me,, 
not only without evidence, but without any evidence, 
at all, i, e. any ſuch evidence as the law of the 

land knows and allows. And what is not evidence, 

at aw (pardon me for what 1 am going to fay), 


can neyer be made ſuch, in order to puniſh what is 
ef b TEN . p Paſt, a 
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paſt, but by a violation of the law. For the law,, 
Which preſcribes the nature of the proo/ required, is 
as much the law of the land, as that which declares | 
the crime; and bath muſt join to convict a man of Il 
- gwlt, And it ſeems equally unjuſt to declare any | 
' - ſort of provy legal, which was not ſo before a proſe- 

cution commenced for any act done, as it would 

be to declare the af itſelf ex-poſi-fatto to be cri- 
minal. 5 | | IP 

„Shall I, my lords, be deprived of all that is 
valuable to an Engliſhman (for in the circumſtances 
to which I am to be reduced, /i/e itſelf is ſcarcely va- 

Iuable) by ſuch an evidence as this ! ſuch an evidence 
as would not be admitted, in any other cauſe, in 
any ether court | not allowed, I verily believe, to 

condemn a Jew in the Inquiſition of Spain or Portu- 

gal Shall it be received againſt me, a biſhop of this 
Church, and a member of this Houſe, in a charge 
of high-treaſon brought in the high Court of Par- 
Hiament? God forbid / yes 4 

My ruin is not of that moment to any man, 

or any number of men, as to make it worth their 
while to violate (or even ſeem to violate) the con- 
ſtitution in any degree to 8 it. In preſerv- 
ing and guarding that againſt all attempts, the ſafety 

and the happineſs of every Engliſhman lies. But 
- when once, by ſuch extraordinary ſteps as theſe, 

we depart from the fixed rules and forms of juſtice, 

and try untrodden paths, no man knows whither 

they will lead him, or- where he ſhall be able to 

| Top, when preſled by the crowd that follow him. 
Though I am worthy of no regard.; though 

whatever is done to me may be looked upon as 5of ö 
yet your lordſhips will have ſome regard to your 

--own laſting mtereſts, and thoſe of the ſtate; and 

not introduce into criminal caſes à ſort of evidence 

with Which our conſtitution is not acquainted, noe 
&. PPP whic 
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which, under the appearance of ſupporting it at © 
firſt, may be Pina 4 4g made uſe of (I ſpeak my 
honeſt fears) gradually to undermine and deſtroy ' 

It $45 . | 


« For God's ſake, my lords, lay afide theſe extra- 
ordinary proceedings ſet not theſe new and dan- 
gerous precedents ! And I for my part will volun- 
tarily and chearfully go into perpetuäl exile,” and 
pleaſe myſelf with the thought that I have in ſome | | 
meaſure preſerved the conſtitution by quitting my 
country: and I will live, wherever I am, praving 
for its profperity, and die with the words of Father 
Paul in my mouth, which he ufed of the republic”: 
of Venice, Z/ta perpetua ?”* I he, way to perpetu- 
ate it is, not to depart from it. Let me depart; 
but let that continue fixed on the immoveable foun- 
dations of law and juſtice, and ſtand for ever“. 
| On the 17th of March, the bill againſt the biſhop, - 
| paſſed the Houſe of Lords, and ſoon after received 
the royal aſſent. The tenor of. the act is as fol-. 
lows : “ That after the firft ef June, 1723, he 
ſhall be deprived of all his offices, dignities, pro- 
motions, and benefices, eccleſiaſtical, whatſoever, 
and that, from thenceforth, the ſame ſhall ' be ac- 
tually void, as it he were naturally dead; that he 
ſhall for ever be diſabled, and rendered incapable, 
from holding or enjoying any office, dignity, or 
emolument, within this realm, or any other his 
majeſty's'dominions'; as alſo from exerciſing, any. 
office, eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual, whatever; that be 
ſhall ſuffer perpetual exile, and be for ever baniſhed .-- | 
this realm, and all other his majeſty's dominions ;z 
that he ſhalkdepart out of the ſame by the 25th f 
June next; and if he return into, or be found 
within this realm, or any other his majeſty's domi- 
nions, after the Taid 25th of June, he, being thereof + - 
dawfully convicted, ſhall ſuffer as a felon, without, 
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7 benefit of clergy, and ſhall be ntterly incapable of 
any pardon, from his majeſty, his heirs, or, ſucceſ- 
> - ſors: chat all perſons who ſhall be aiding and aſ- 
=. fiſting to his return into this realm, or any other 
bis majeſty's dominions, or ſhall conceal him with- 
in the fame, being lawfully convicted thereof, ſhall 
be adjudged guilty of felony, without benefit of 
clergy: that if any of his majeſty's ſubjects [except 
uch perſons as ſhall be licenſed for that purpoſe 
under the fign manual) thall, ' after the 25th of 
June, hold any correſpondence in perſon with 
him, within this realm, or without, or by letters, 
meſſages,” or otherwiſe, - or with any perſon em- 
*  ployed by him, knowing ſuch perſon to be ſo em- 
* - - ployed, they ſhall, on conviction, be adjudged ſe- 
lions, Without benefit of clergy and, laftly, . that 
offences -apainſt this act, committed out of this 
- realm, may be tried within any county of Great Bri- 
tin? EP 
The bill againſt Atterbury was vigorouſly op» 
poſed by many members of both houſes ; and parti - 
_ cularly in the Houſe: of Peers by earl Cowper, 
I though his political principles were extremely dif- 
f ferent from thoſe of the biſhop. Indeed, whether 
Atterbury was, or was not, .guilty of being con - 
cerned in the plot with which he was charged, the 
proceedings againſt him were extremely unjuſtifia- 
be. . and unconſtitutional. As no proper and legal 


evidence was produced againſt him, they were a 
flagrant violation of thoſe principles of juſtice, 
law, and liberty, to maintain which the Revolu- 
tion was effected, and the Houſc of Hanover raiſed 
bd che chrone of Eng lang. 

here the biſhop left the kingdom, he receive 
de following fine letter from Mr, Pope, between 
oom and Anterbuty there; was a great intimaey: 
N l Once 


= , 


BISHOP: or ROCHESTE R. 27 
de Once more I write to you as J promiſed, "and 
his once, I fear, will be the laſt! The curtain 
will ſo6n be drawn between my friend and me, and 
nothing left but. to wage lara long good:tiight.. - 
May you. enjoy, 2 ſtate of repoſe u this liſe, not 
Unlike that Tleep, of the ſoul which ſome have be. 
lieved is to fucceed it, Where we lie utterly forget- | 
ful of that world from which we ire gone, and ri- 
pening for chat to which we are to go] If you fe- 
tain any memory of the paſt, let it only imagine | 
td you what has pleaſed you beſt-! ſometimes pre- 
ſent a dream of ah abſent friend, or bring 'you! | 
back an Agreeable converſation-! But, upon the 
whole, I hope you will think Jeſs of the time paſt 
than of the future; as the | former has been leſs 
kind to you than the latter infallibly will be. Do: 
not envy the world your ſtudies; they will tend 
to the benefit of inen againſt whom vou can have 
no complaint, I mean of all poſterity:* and per- | 
Haps, at your time of life, nothing elſe is worth | 
3 care. What is every year of a wiſe man's life = 
ut a cenfure or critique on the paſt ? Thoſe wWhoſe 
date is the ſhorteſt, live long enough to laugh at 
one half of it : the boy deſpiſes the infant, theman' | 
the boy, the philoſopher. both, and che Cliviftiary | 
all. You may now begin. to think your mantiood: © _| 
was too much a puerility ; and you will never ſuf _ _} 
fer your age to be but a ſecond infancy. The toys 
and baubles of your childhood are hardly nom more 
below you; than thoſe toys of our xĩper and of our 
declining years, the drums and rattles of ambition, 
and the dirt and bubbles of avarice. At this time, | 
when you are cut off from a little ſociety, and {| 
made a citizen of the world at large, yu ſhould. 


bend your talents, not to ſerve a party, on A ] W. | 

but all mankind, Your genius ſhouſck mpunrt 

ore that miſt in which its partcipatie an@ >. 
o 
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neighbourhood with earth long involved it; to 
mine abroad and to heaven, ought to be the buſi- 
neſs and the glory of your preſent fituation. Re- 
member it was at ſuch a time, that the greateſt 
lights of antiquity dazzled and blazed the moſt, in 
their retreat, in their exile, or in their death: but 
why do 1 talk of dazzling or blazing ? it was then 
that they did good, that they gave light, and that 
they became guides to mankind. e 
Thoſe aims alone are worthy of ſpirits truly great, 

and ſuch I therefore hope will be yours. Reſent- 
ment indeed may remain, perhaps cannot be quite 
_ extinguiſhed, in the nobleſt minds: but revenge 
never will harbour there: higher principles than 
thoſe of the firſt, and better principles than thoſe of 
the latter, will infallibly influence men, whoſe 
thoughts and hoſe hearts are enlarged, and cauſe 
them to prefer the whole to any part of mankind, 
elpecially to ſo ſmall a part as one's ſingle ſelf. 
© Believe me, my lord, J look vpon you as a ſpirit 
entered into another” life, as one juſt upon the 
5 ef immortality; where the paſſions and affec- 
tions muſt be much more exalted, and where you 
- ought-to deſpiſe all little views, and all mean re- 
- troſpeits) Nothing is worth your looking back; 
and therefore look forward, and make (as you can) 
the world look after you; but take care that it be 
not with pity, but with eſteem and admiration. 
Im, with the greateſt fincerity, and paſſion for 
your fame as well as happineſs, yours, &c. | 
; 1151: | Wer ; = FEE A. Popx. 
On the 18th of June, 1723, biſhop Atterbury 
- embarked on board the Aldborough man of war, 
2 the Friday following at Calais, From 
went to Bruſſels; but he afterwards left 
5, and reſided at Paris, where he ſoftened 
the neus of his exile by ſtudy,” and by conyerſa- 
$i A R 
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tion and correſpondence with learned men. It ap- 
| pears, however, that he occafionally employed his 
time in a different manner; for it is proved from 
ſome letters, which were firſt printed at Edinburgh, 
in 1768, that, in 1725, the biſhop was concerned 
in a plot for ſtirring up 'a rebellion in the High- 
lands of Scotland, in favour of the pretender z but 
the ſcheme proved abortive. + 
The exile of biſhop Atterbury was embittered by 
its obliging him to be ſeparated from his daughter, 
of whom he was very. fond, and who was equally ' 
attached to him. This lady was married to Wil- 
liam Morice, Eſq; bigh-bailiff of Weſtminſter g - 
but in 1720, though in an infirm ſtate of health, 
ſhe conceived an ardent defire to fee her father 
again; and accordingly ſet out when very ill, and 
performed with great difficulty and pain a journe 
and voyage from Weſtminſter to Bourdeaux, an 
thence to Toulouſe, where the biſhop-came to meet 
her. She died in a few hours "after their meeting. 
A very pathetic narrative of that event was written 
by Mr. J. Evans, a gentleman who accompanied 
Mr. and Mrs. Morice on their voyage from over | 
to Bourdeaux, and from thence'to "Toulouſe, and 
who alſo wrote an exact diary of this journey and 
voyage, which is truly intereſting, and all which 
was firſt publiſhed by Mr. Nichols. Soon after 
his daughter's death, the 'biſhop wrote the follow- 
ing letter to Mr. Popfe mend t 
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| 1 Fa mrs 4. a A | Nov. 20, 1 29. 
Ves, dear fir, I have had all you defigned for 
me; and have read all (as I read whatever you 
write] with eſteem and pleaſure. But your laſt Jet- | 
ter, full of friendſhip and goodneſs, gave me ſuch” . 
impreſſions of W tendernels, as neither 1 
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. <<an. expreſs, nor you, perhaps, with all the force of 
your imagination, fully concei ve. 
am not yet. maſter enough of myſelf, after the 
late wound I have received, to open my very heart 
to you; and am not content with lefs than that, 
whenever I converſe with you, My thoughts are 
at preſent vainly, but pleaſingly, employed on what 
J have loſt, and can never recover. L.know well 
I ought, for that reaſon, to call them off to other 
ſubjects.; but hitherto ] have not been able to de 

It. By giving them the rein a little, and ſuffering 
them to. ſpend their force, I hope in ſome time to 
<heck and ſubdue, them. Muli fortune vuln:ribus 
perculſur, buic uni me imparem ſenfi, & pen2 ſuacumbui. 
This is weakneſs, not wiſdom, I oon; and on 
that account fitter to be truſted; to the boſom of a 

- Friend, here I may ſaſely lodge all my infirmities. 
As ſoon as my mind is in ſome meaſure corrected 

and calmed, I will endeavour to follow your advice, 
and turn it towards ſomething of uſe and moment; 

if IL. haxe ſtill life enough left to do any thing that 
3s worth reading and ꝓreſerving. In the mean time 

1 ſhall be pleaſed to hear that you proceed in what 

- you. intend, without any ſuch melancholy interrup- 
- tions as | have met with. Vou outdo others on all 

/- occaſions; my hope, and my opinion is, that on 
moral ſuhjects, and in drawing characters, you will 
outdo yourſelf, Vour mind is as yet unbroken by 

age and ill accidemts; your knowledge and judge- 

ment are at the height; ule them in writing ſome - 
what, chat they may teach the preſent and future 
times; and, if not gain equally the | applauſe of 
both. may yet raiſe the envy of the one, and ſecure 
the admiration of the other. Remember Virgil 
died at 52, and Horace at 58; and, as bad as both 

Sonſtitutions were, yours, is yet more delicate and 

ender. Employ not your precious moments and 

: — 8 . 0" 4 great 
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| talents on ſittle men and little things : but 
chaſe a ſubject every way worthy of you ; and han 
dle it, as you can, in a manner which nobody elſe 
ean equal or imitate. As for me, my abilities, if 
Lever had any, are not what they were; and yet b 
Wil endeayour to recollect; and employ them. 4 


„ gelidus tardante ſene g 
— habet, bene effceto- in key gun 
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e 1 ſouls! be ungratefdl to this a ies. if 
I did not own that I have gained upon the govt in 
the South of France much more than I did at Paris, 
thougli even there I ſenfibly improved. What hap- 
pened to me here laſt ſummer was merely tlie effect 
of my folly, in troſting too much to à phyfician, 
who kept me fix weeks on a milk-diet, without: 
purging me; contrary to all the rules of the faculty. 
The milk threw! me at laſt into a fever; and that: 
fever ſoon produced the gout ;- which, finding my 
ſtomach weakened By a long difife-of meat, attacked 
it, and had like at once to have diſpatched -me.. - 
Ihe exceſſive heat of this place eg to» 
heighten tlie ſymptöms: but, in the midſt of my 
diſtemper, + Wel a ſturdy. reſolution” of retiring: 
thirty miles into the mountains” of the Cevehnes ; 
and there I foon "found” relief from the coohneſs bf: 
the air and the verdure of the chmate, thongh not: 
to ſuch a degree as not to feel ſome reliques o thoſe: 
'pains. in my ſtomach, which cit lately! had never 
felt. Had I ftaid, as 1 intended; there till the end- 
of Ogber, l. beſieve wy cure had Been” perfected 3. 
but the earneſt defire of meeting one I dearly loved: 
called me abruptly to Montpellier; where, after 
; contirraing two months under the ergel torture of a 
' all and © fruitleſs-expeRation,; 'F was forced atlaftto 
e C 3. take 
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take a long journey to Toulouſe; and even there 
IT had miſſed the perſon I ſought, had ſhe not, with 
at ſpirit and courage, ventured all night up the 
aronne to ſee me, Which ſhe above all things de- 
fired to do before ſhe died. By that means ſhe was 
brought where I was between ſeven and eight in 
the morning, and lived twenty hours afterwards; 
which time was not loſt on either ſide, but paſſed 
in ſuch a manner as gave great ſatis faction to both, 
and ſuch as, on her part, every way became her 
circumſtances and character; for ſhe had her ſenſes 
to the very laſt gaſp, and exerted them to give me 
in thoſe few hours greater marks of duty and love 
than ſhe had done in all her. life-time, though ſhe 
had never been wanting in either. The laſt words 
the ſaid to me werte the kindeſt of all; a reflection 
on the goodneſs. of God, which bad allowed us in 
„this manner to meet once more before we parted 
for ever. Not many minutes after that, ſhe laid 
herſelf on her pillow, in a ſleeping poſture, 


(5 —placidagne ibi demum morte quievit,”,. 
lage you, Sir, what I, felt, and fillt feel, on 
nis occation.; and ſpare nie the trouble of deſcrib- 


ing it. At my age, under my infirmities, among 
utter ſtrangers, how ſhall I find out proper reliefs 


© .- and ſupports!. 1 can hate none, but thoſe with 


which reaſon and religion furniſh me; and on 
thoſe I lay hold, and make uſe of, as well as 1 
dan; and hope that He who laid the burthen upon 
me (for wile and good purpoſes, no doubt) will ena- 
ble me to bear it, in like manner as I have borne 
. ethers, with ſome. degree of fortitude, and firmneſs. 
Yau ſee how ready I am to relapſe into an argu- 
ment which I had quitted once before in this letter. 
I ſhall probably again commit the ſame fault, if I 
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continue to write; and therefore I ſtop ſhort here: 
and, with all fincerity, affection, and eſteem, bid 
you adieu, till we meet, either in this world, if God 
pleaſes, or elſe in ano tler. 
„A friend I have with me will convey this ſafelß 
to your hapds; though perhaps it may be ſome 
time before it reaches you: whenever it does, it 
will give you a true account of the poſture of 
mind I was in when 1 wrote it, and which I hope 
may by that time be a little altered. Ret 
The biſhop died at Paris on the 15th of Febru- 
ary, 1731-2. His body was brought over to Eng- 
land, and interred, in a private manner, in Weſt⸗ 
minſter-abbeyy on the 12th of May following. 


He had one ſon, Oſborne Atterbury, who was or- 


dained in 1742 by biſhop Hoadly, and who, in 
1746, obtained the living of Oxhill, Warwickſhire? 
Biſhop Atterbury was a man of fine genius, of 
conſiderable learning, an elegant writer, a very able 
ſpeaker in parliament, and an excellent preacher/ 
t with all theſe accompliſhments, he had other 


qualities of a leſs commendable nature. He was f 8 


2 reſtleſs, turbulent, and ambitious diſpoſition. He 
was no ſtiend to hberty, either civil or religious- 
Eccleſiaſtical claims were carried by him to a yer 
great height. It is manifeſt, from his own — > 
that he would have perſecuted, if he had been poſ- 
ſeſſed of power; and that he was an enemy to the 
freedom of the pres. rene 0; rage ©. 
Dr. Warton 'ſays, **. Atterbury was, on the 
whole, rather a man of ability than a genius. He 
writes more with elegance and correctneſs, than 
with force of thinking or reaſoning. His letters to 
ope are too moch crowded with ite quota- 
tions from the claſſics. It is ſaid, "be ebiber tranſ- 
lated, or. intended to tranſlate, the Georgics of 
Virgil, and to write the Life of Cardinal Wolſey, 
* C4 . whom 
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whom he much reſembled. Dr. Warburton had a 
mean opinion of his critical abilities, and of his 
Diſcourſe on the Iapis of Virgik He was thought 
to be the author of the Life of Waller, prefixed to 
the firſt octavo edition of that poet's works. The 
turbulent and imperious temper of this haughty 
__ prelate were long felt and <a In. the col- 
; 1 over which he preſided.“ 
Another writer ſays, His perſon! was very well 
kde ; he had a gracefulneſs jn-his/behaviour, 'and 
« kind of majeſtie gravity in his looks, that beſpoke 
him reverence whereſoever he: came. His voice 
was not ſtrong ; but there was ſomething ſo ſweet 
in his pronunciation, and ſo infinuating in his ad- 
dreſs, as gained him the poſſeſſion of an audience 
whenever he began to ſpeak : beſides this, he had 
9 mee an exquiſite underſtanding, an 
ebhenſion, a ſprightly fancy and imagina- 
to, an an 1 3 and good | ſenſe, "Ml uni- 
ted * 
W- - 18 ſnop 5 ſexmons, which. have: great | 
- _mctitas. compoſitions, have been publiſhed in four 
volumes, 8%. The two firſt were publiſhed by 
bimſelf in his life- time, and the two laſt were 
| Publiſhed, after his death, by his chaplain, Dr. 
Tho homas Moore. In 1783 were publiſhed, in two 
volumes, vo. the Epiſtolary Correſpondence, Vi- 
tation Charges, — and Miſcelfanies, - of- 
biſhop» Atterbury, with Hiſtorical Notes, by Mr. 
Nichols. who afterwards alſo publiſned two addi- 
tional volumes. I he whole is a valuable collec. 
tion; and we have derived much aſſiſtance from it, 
im the account which we have _ yo wn oe 
| Wen rene. 1 * 14 
Fin ment een: pra ou Fat 
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"BIS; ingenious: and AFP Sit ad ger ce 
of Dublin, where he was born about the year- 
106 A. branch of his family was poſſeſſed of a conſi- 
derable eſtate in the county of Wexford, in Ireland; and 
his father, who was a counſellor at law, was ſome time: 
private ſecretary to James, the firſt duke of Ormond... 
As the father was of, Engliſh extraction, he carried his 
ſon Richard, While very young, to London, and 
put him to ſchool at the Charter- houſe, Where he 
contracted his intimacy with Addiſon. F rm 
the Charter- honſe he was ſcent to Merton- collage W 
Oxford, where he was admitted a- poſtmaſter in 
1692. He had made a good proficienq at the Char- 
ter-houſo ; and at college he. gave ſome. ſpecimens of. 
his abilities, and af his- taſte for polite literatuxe 4, he 
even proceeded, fo far as to compoſe a. comedy but, 
by the advice of a brother collegian, he was prevented 
from making it public. As he had a good deal of 
vivacity in his diſpoſition, he formed about this time 
he 0 of entering into the army, and accordingly, 
Kit the univerſity without "OG any n This 
"GG. LY | ſtep- ; 
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ſtep was highly difpleaſing to his friends; but the 
ardour of his paſſion for a military life was then ſo great, 
that he was deaf to every other propoſal. Being thus 
determined to gratify his inclination at all events, and 
not having it in his power to obtain a better ſtation, 
he entered as a private gentleman in the horſe- guards; 
which gave ſo much offence to his friends, that he 
thereby loſt the ſucceſſion to a very good eſtate in 

the county of Wexford in Ireland. a 
Mr. Steele was extremely well adapted by nature to 
the way of life that he had choſen. His diſpofition 
' was remarkably gay; and he not only abounded with 
good - nature and generoſity, but was diſtinguithed by 
the brilliancy of his wit, and his engaging manners; 
nor was he by any means deſtitute of courage. Theſe 
qualities rendered him the delight of the ſoldiery, and 
ed him an Enſign's commiſſion. In the mean 
time, as he had made choice of a profeſſion which 
ſiet him free from reſtraint, ſo he was eaſily Jed away 
into every kind of riotous diſſipation; and all his fine 
talents, and bis many amiable qualities, were un- 
happily proſtituted in the ſervice of licentious plea- 
ure. But theſe revels did not paſs without ſome cool 
Hours of reflection; and in theſe it was that he drew 
wp, for his own private uſe, a little treatiſe, entitled, 
be Chriſtian Hero;” with a deſign (as he himſelf 
_  affures us) principally to fix upon his mind a ſtrong 
Impreſſion of virtue and religion, in oppofition to a 
ſtronger propenſity to unwarrantable pleaſures. For 
eveniwbilſt he was rioting in ſcenes of ſenſual deliglit, 
| "he was thoreughly convinced of the impropriety of 
. His conduct, and conſtantly condemned himſelf for 
thoſe irregular gratifications which yet he had not 
fafhicient reſolution to renounce. The ſecret admo- 
Hition of this treatiſe, however, whilſt it remained in 
his own hands only, was weak and ineffectual; and 
n ** Nene 2 r [4738 Yhicrce 
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therefore he determined to print the book, with his 
name, in ho that, by thus placing himſelf in a 
new light before his acquaintance, and drawing their 
attention upon him, by ſuch an open teſtimony a- 
gainſt his on conduct, he might have a new check 
upon his paſſions, and might be reſtrained from un- 
lawful pleaſures, by the ſhame of appearing to-know . - 
3nd to approve what was right and fit, at the very _ 
time that he purſued what he felt and maintained to 
be wrong. - Accordingly he printed his Freatiſe, in 
the year 1701, with a dedication to his patron, lord 
Cutts, who appointed him his private ſecretary, and 

had like wiſe procured for him a Company in lord Lucass 
regiment of Fufileers. But ſo direct and notorious was 

the contradiction between the tenour of this book; 
and the general courſe of the Author's Life, that it 
not only expoſed Mr. Steele to much raillery amongſt 
his acquaintance, but was attended with mote un- 
welcome and unexpected conſequences. From being 
eſteemed a very delightful companion, he. was ſoon 
reckoned a difagreeable fellow; One or. two of his 
acquaintance thought fit to miſuſe him, and to try 
their valour upon him; and every body that he knee ö 
meaſured the leaft levity in his words and actions 
| wil the character of The Chriſtian Hero.“ 1 a 
Dur Author's. declarations in regard to religion, 
inſtead of procuring him the eſteem and favour of 
his companions, having ſubjected. himſelf to ſuch 
contemptuous and inſolent treatment, he thought it 
neceſſary for him to enliven his character, and with 
this view he ſed his Comedy called The Fu- 
*« neral, or 2 in which, though the 
incidents that move laughter be numerous, yet vir- 
tue and vice appear juſt as they ought. This per- 
formance . upon the ſtage the ſame year. 
where it met with a very 99 reception; but 
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Ats ſucteſs was chiefly owing to Mr. Steele's intereſt 
in the army, and the zeal of his fellow-ſoldiers. It 
dis an obſervation of our Author, that nothing ever 
makes che town ſo fond of a man, as a ſucceſsful 
play and accordingly. this recommendation, 
wh ſome other particulars enlarged upon to his ad- 
vantage; N | him the notice and regard of his 
majeſty; and his name, to be provided for, was (he 
ſays) in the laſt table- book ever worn by the glorious 
and immortal King William the Third. But his hopes 
were fruftrated by the death of his Royal Patron. 
At the beginning of queen Anne's reign, through 
the intereſt of the carls of Halifax and Sunderland, to 
whom he was tecommended by Mr Addiſon, he was 
appointed writer of the Gazette. Soon after his pro- 
motion to this office he produced his ſecond comedy, 
called The Tender Huſband; in which he was 
aſſiſted by his friend Mr. Addiſon, and which was 
zcted in the year 2704 with great ſucceſs. But his 
next play, „ Fhe Lying Lovers,” met with a very 
different reception. In his other comedies, our au- 
thor had ſteadily preſerved the point of morality; but 
zn this he paid a more ſcrupulous attention to tlie 
_ "Intereſts of virtue. For being juſtly: offended at the 
dieſicieney of the Engliſh ſtage in this reſpect, and at 
tze ſame time animated by the writings of Mr; Jere- 
iny Collier (which were then much read, and of 
which he profeſſed himſelf an admirer), he thought it. 
would be an honeſt ambition to attempt a comedy 
tant might be no improper entertainment in a Chriſ- 
tian commonwealth; and he determined to write one 
in all the ſeverity that Mr. Collier himſelf required. 
Wich this view he: compoſed the 44: Lying Lovers,“ 
and brought it on the ſtage without delay. But bis 
Hudable attempt did not ſucceed: for he had the 
11 Tat S247 1 $3 484.98 e nenn. 
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mortification' to ſee his play immediately condemned 
or, as he himſelf” expreſſes it, damn'd for id. 

ety 0 r ENS eee eee ie 
P Peing thus diſappointed in bis expeRtations/of in - 
culcating motality with a good effect upon the ſtage;. 
Mr. Steele turned his thoughts to other vehicles of 
inſtruction; and, in the 1709, he began to pubs . 
liſh *« The Tatler.“ This excellent paper was un 
dertaken in concert with Dr. Swift, who a little be- 
fore had publiſhed ſome. humorous pieces, in tho 
name of Iſaac Bickerftaff,, which had been fo univer- 
ſally admired, that our author, obſerving an inclina- 
tion in the town towards any thing that ſhould appear 
under the fame name, was induced to aſſume it, the 
better to recommend his lucubrations to the public. 
Having at the ſame time ſocured the aſſiſtance of the 
writer, who had given ſuch ſplendour to the name of 
Bickerſtaff, his new work made its appearance to tho 
beſt advantage, and was received with general ap- 
plauſe- e i FR f. GTG Ur 89,” 
Mr. Steele had not been-long engaged in the . Tat. 
ler,“ before Mr. Addiſon, who was then in Ire- 
land, accidentally diſcovering that the publication was- 
carried on under his direction, voluntarily contri- 
buted to its ſupport and our author himſelf ac 
knowledges, that he was indebted to this ex 
friend for ſome · of · the moſt admirable: diſcourſes om 
ſerious ſubjects, and ſome of the fineſt ſtrokes of W- - 
and humour that are to be found in all the work. 
The general purpoſe of the Tatler“ was (as / 
author obſerves) to. expoſe the falſe arts of life, to 
pull off the. diſguiſes of cunning, vanity, andlaf- 
fectation, and to recommend a general fimplici 
in our dreſs, our diſcourſe, and our behaviour.“ 
Nothing more wag aimed at While Dr. Swift was? 
Vncetned in. it; nor did the papers riſe aboye this 
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deſign till che change of the Miniſtry, when Mr. 
Addiſon had lei ſore to engage more conſtantly in the 
work; by whoſe aſſiſtance it became a greater thing 
than the author originally intended, and its reputa- 
tion was proportionably increaſed. The air of the 
familiar Was raided into the ſublime; and the moſt 
_ inpontantfubjets were treated with all the elegance, 

puri ty, and corre S neſa, which they deſerved, - 

It was more than a year before he began to pub- 
lh the Tatler when Steele married his ſecond wife. 
His firſt wife was a lady of Bar badoes, by whom he 
became poſſeſſed of a plantation in that iſland, which 
was eſtimated at more than eight hundred pounds a 
year ; but it was encumbered with conſiderable debts 
and legacies. | His ſecond wife was Mary Scurlock, 
daughter of Jonathan Scurlock, Eſq. of L nnor . 
in Wales, ' This lady was very handſome, and he was 
ſtrongly attached to her to the end of her life. In one 
of his letters to her when counting, be ſays, The 
vaineſt woman upon earth never ſaw in her glaſs 
bualf the attractions which I view in you, Your 
air, your ſhape, your every glance, motion, and 
-  gefinre, have ſuch peculiar graces, that you poſſeſs 
my whole ſoul, and I know no lite but in the 
hopes of your approbation: I know not what to 
_ ſay, but that I love you with the ſincereſt paſſion 
that ever entered the heart ef man. I will make 
it the buſineſs of my life to find out the means of 
convincing you that | prefer you to all that is 
ing upon eam l 
In the Epiſtolary Correſpondence of Sir Richard 
<« Steele,” publiſhed by Mr. Nichols, in 2989, in 
two volumes, ſmall 8 vo, are many curious letters 
from Steele to this lady, aſter they were married, from 
wich we ſhall ſelect the following 
| —. icon: MV 
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My dear wife. Oct. 8, 1707. 
Mou were not, I am ſure, hs ſo foon as was 
you, und deſired the bleſſing of God upon you. 
After chat firſt duty, my next is to let you know I 
am in health this morning, which I know yon ara 
ſolicitous for. I believe it would not be amiſs af; 
ſame tune this afternoon, you took a coach or chair, 
and went to ſee a houſe next dear to lady Bulkley's, 
towards St. James's-ſtreet, which is to be let. I 
bave a ſolid: reaſon for quickening my diligence in 
all affairs of the world, which is, that you are my 
partaker in them, and! will make me labour more 
than any anclination of ambition or wealth could doi 
Atter I have implored the help of Providence, 1 wilt | 
haue no motive to my actions but the love of the beſt *' 
ercature ee Lam an obedient huſband. 
* VN et STEELE,” | 
Da Bane Barth, 77 ©8: 16. 
Pardon me if you do not ſee me till eleven ek, 
having met a ſchoolfellow from India, by whom i 
am to be informed in things this night which ex- 
ni concen ee obedient huſb and, 
9 eng Ren. W 


Dans RvLen,:: rtr N 8. 09 | 
+4] cannot wait upon you N ton · Court. 
I have the Weſt- Indian bufineſs on my hands, and 
find very much to be done before Phurſday's poſt; 
J ſhall dine at our table at Courts where the bearer 
knows how to come to me with any orders for your 
| moſt obedient huſbahd, and moſt humble fervant, 
Rien. STEELS," | 
My dan ce mf mother,” n en 5 
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0 My dear, dear wife, f Dec. 22, 1 707. 
J rite to let you know I do not come home to 


dinner, being obliged to attend ſome buſineſs abroad., 


of which 1 ſhall give you an acoount (when I ſee you 
in the evening), as becomes your dutiful and obedient 
Huſband, n een e 4 : 1 01 

Ne eee eee. Nen. STEELE.” 
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Dear Prue, May 19, 1708, 
++ Lord Sunderland's Office, Eleven o'Clock. 
„ defire of you to get the coach and yourſelf 
| as ſoon as you. can conveniently, and call for 
me here, from whence we will go and ſpend ſome 
time together in the freſh air in conference. Let 
my beſt; periwig be put in the coach- box, and my 
new ſhoes, for it is a comfort to be well - dreſſed in 
agrecable company. You are vital liſe to your 
obhliged, affectionate huſband, and humble ſervant, 
2 7 1 1363 095.31 £927 709 . | „ Rica. STEELE,” 
| þ al rg Ser 
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Dear Wifey. Ang. 11, 108. 
I bave ordered Richard to take your directions, 
whether you will have the chariot with two or four. 
borſes to ſet you and your, friend down at your 
houſe '-at Hampton - Court. Watts is gone, over 
the water, and ſays ſhes has. your commands to 
follow in the ſtage- coach. I ſhall make it the bu- 
neſs of my liſe to make yon eaſy and happy. Con- 
© alt your col thoughts, and you will: know that it 
is the glory of à woman to be her huſband's friend 
and companion, and not his ſovereign director. I 
am, with truth, ſincerity, and. tenderneſs, evex your 
| wet 61, N hy Rien. STEELE.” 
ny let the gardener put the place in order.“ 
Keg 2 , 
. id . „Madam, 
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Madam, Aug. 12, 108. 
4] have your letter, wherein you let me know,. . 

that the little diſpute we have had is far from being a 
trouble to you: nevertheleſs, I aſſure you, amy. dil 
turbance between us is the greateſt affliftion, to me 
imaginable." Voù talk of the judgement of the world; 
I ſhall never govern my actions by ir, but hy the rules 
of morality and right reaſon. I love you better than 
the light of my eyes, or the hfe-blood in my heart; 

but, when I have let you knew that, you are alſo t 
underſtand, that neither my fight ſhall be fo far in: 
chanted, ot my affection ſo much maſter of me, at 
to make me forget our common intereſt. To attend 
my buſineſs as 1 ought; and improve my fortune, it 
is neceſſary that my time and my will ſhoutd be. 
under no direction but my own. Pray give my moſt 
humble ſervice to Mrs. Binns. I write all this. 
rather to explain my. own thoughts to you than 
anfwer to you diſtinstiy. I ingloſe it to you, that, 
upon ſecond thoughts, you. may fee” tlie reſpectfut 
manner in which you treat your affectionate, faitli- 
ful bulban d. Ren, Srierk. 

* een Wi it arne ieee 

Nee S ane ee 23467 mene iin 
„ Madam Fug 13, 1708. 

_ *T hope this will Rind yod thigood . as Lam 
TAE preſent writing, thanks be to God for it. W 
have not only rebelkd- againſt you, but all the reſt 
of my governors, from yourſelf, 1 acknow- 
kdge to have the right of pattnerſhip, to the loweſt 
perſon who had to do with me. I haye a yery juſte 
ſenſe of your merit, and think, when I:-have-put you. 
into the proper methods which you ought to follow, 

E ſhall be the happieſt man living in being your moſt 

affectionate huſband; and hiimble ſervant. 

ee ME eee e „Ruck. STeeve. 
| | +” + 6 Des. 
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Monday Morning, Avg. & 1704 | 
KL 1 hope you have compoſed. your mind, and are 
eonvinced that the methods I have taken were abſo- 
lately neceſlary for aur mutual good. I do aſſure 
you, there is not that thing on earth, except my hon- 
out, and that dignity which every man who lives in 
the worſd muſt preſerve to himſelf, which I am not 
ready to ſacriſice to your will and inclination. 
«dined yeſterday with my lord Halifax, where the 
: beauties in {be garden were drunk to. I have ſettled a 
great deal of buſineſs within theſe few days, of all 
_ .- which I will ;give you an account when, we meet. 
Jam, with a . ne affectioh, your obliged 
Ain ven r N ono vi „ien. STEELE,” 
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humble 3 to Mrs. Binns.“ 5 y 
Dear Prue, Aug. 28, 1908. 
2 The afternoon coach ſhall bring you ten pounds. 
Your letter ſhews you are paſſionately in love with 
me. But we muſt take our portion of life as it runs, 
without repiging ; and I confider that good-nature, 
added to that beautiful form God has. given you, 
would make an happineſs too great for human life. 
; Urs: ou and: moſt humble ſervant, 

fas 4 ee An. eee 
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reached London about eleven, diſpatched 
| 9 was fücther neceſſary after what papers Mr. Ad- 
35 difon had e ſent to the preſs, 1 am Juſt now ar. 


rived 
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rived here to dinner.” You deſire me to make fob. 
miſſions in my epiſtles, which I think is not to 5 . 
inſiſted upon; but, if acknowledgements will ſatis 


know, that you have a power almoſt ſovereign over 
four moſt enatoured huſband, and humble rant, 
| 3 8 
« „Mr. Addiſon is. your humble ſervam.“ Wat; 
172 appears, from many of the letters publien 3 in 
this collection, that the temper of Steele and his wiſe 
were in ſome reſpects very different, which often oc- 
caſioned diſagreements. between them. He was im- 
provident, little attentive to his ex ere and gener- 
ous to a very high degree; while Arle not mere 
prudent, but parfimoniouy, and 190 1 on af money, 
and, though e had a,  thaBle eſtate in Wales, 


kept it almoſt entirely in her own, hands, | 
Steele's ĩnattention to. economy often involved 
him in great difficulties. Dr. Johnſon 158 * Steele, N 
whoſe imprudence of generofity, or vanity Of profu- ö 
fion, kept him always mmeurably 19 > gh upon 
ſome preſſing exigence, in an evil hovr, borrowed 
an hundred pounds of his friend Addiſon, eel | 
without much purpoſe of re-payment ; hut on, . 
who ſeems to have had other notions of a Mane 5 
pounds, grew impatient of delay V. 005 reclaimed his 
Ioan by an execution. Steele felt with great ſenſibility 
the obduracy of his creditor; but with ee of 
ſorrow rather than of, anger.” OF this tranſa@tion, - 
which Johnſon has repreſented, 157 a manner u 
to Addiſon, the following appears to be. the true 40 
count. Steele bad built, and inhabited for a few 
12 a ſmall but elegant houſe adjoining to che fide 
the palace of Frampton <cour; and to which ”% 0 
At > 


you, I cannot but own to you, what you too well 


hoarded up the greate{t\ part of the income of it, and 3 
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he gave. the name of the Hovel at Hampton-wiek. 
Here he lived in a manner which his finances would 
- "by no means admit; and, being much ombarraffed 
for money, he borrowed a thouſand: pounds of Ad. 
diſon, on this houſe and its furniture, giving bond 
_ © and judgment for the re payment of the money at ie 
end of twelve months. Addiſon found, that it worl 
be a great benefit to Steele, to compel. him to quit 
his houſe at Hampton. On tlie förfeiture of his bond, 
_- ,herefore, he directed his attorney to proceed to 
eecution. The -houſe and furniturg were accord- | 
-_ _ ingly ſol; and the- furplus Addiſon remitted to 
Steele, with a genteel letter, ſtating the friendly reaſon 
of this extraordinary proceeding, namely, to awaken 
Bim, if poſſible, from a lethargy which muſt end in 
| 8 e | N i je Teceived the letter. with 
s uſual compoſure and gaiety, met his friend as 
: uſual, and. W thy en this 
* really intende by Addiſon to do him ſervice. 
The great fucceſs, whith ede 
Was high fayourable both to the intereſt and the re- 
putation of. Mr, Stesle; and; during; the courſe of 
#38 publication, he was made à commiſſioner of the 
- _  Aamprduties, in the. year 1719. Upon the change 
e the. miniſtry; that ſame year, he ſided with the 
5 Juke oÞ Mazlborough, the honour of whoſe eſteem, | 
and friendifiip he had for ſome time enjoyed; and 
when his. Grace was diſmiſſed from all employments, 
- IHcaddrefſed a letter of thanks to him for the ſervices 
- he had done his country, under the title of The 
Englifhman's Thanks, td the Duke of Matlbcrough.” 
| "However, as ohr author ſtill continued to hold his 
2 in the Stamp-office, under, the tiew adminiſtra- 
tan, bes reſtrained hie n frota political ſubjects; ö 
and, having dropt the“ Tatler,“ he formed the plan 


"of © The SpeQator,” in concert with his great friend, 
F We Mt. 
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" Addiſon, whoſe aſſiſtance was the chief ſuppot 
of that admirable work, which made its firſt *appears ” - 
ance in March, 17 10-11, and was continued wich- 
out interruption till December, 1712, when it was 
diſcontinued for a while ; but, being reſumed on the 
tsch of June; 4714, it was completed on the 20th"of 
December, in the ſame year. 
The * Spectator was received with ſuch unri- 
valled approbation and applauſe, that Mr. Steele was 
encouraged to proſecute the fame deſign, under a dif- 
ferent title; and accordingly, ſoon after the Specta- 
tor was diſcontinued, be began The Guardian“ 
the firſt number of which was publiſhed in 1 | 
and the laſt in October, 1713. But, in the courſe of 
this Paper, his e took Tach a political turn, 
and he gave his pen o free a ſcope, that ſome of his 
friends were diffatisfied with his manner of condu&ts * 
| ing it; and Mr. Pope and Mr. Congreve withdrew ' 
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their aſfiſtance. This, however, Was no check to the 
ardour of Mr. Steele, who had engaged with great 
warmth againſt the Miniftry, and was determined to 
exert himſelf to the utmoſt in his favourite cauſe. 
With this view he refolved to procure à ſeat in the 
Houſe of Common, at the enſuing dle&ion ; for + 
no other reaſon (as he obſerves) dut to ſay more 
for the good of his deluded country; and, khat there + 
might be no obſtacle in his way, he immediately re- 
ſigned his office. as Commiſſioner of the Stamp-Re—- 
venues, and his penſion as ſervant to his late Roya 
Highneſs, Prince George of Denmark, which der 
Majeſty had been graciouſly pleaſed to continue to 
him; the ſame mark of reſpect being ſhewn to the 
whole family of that Prince. Having taken theſe 
previous meaſures, he renewed his attack upon the M- 
Tiſtry; and on the 5th of Auguſt, r7 14, he publiſhed his 
famous Letter to The Guardian,” on the demo- 
lion of Dunkirk; and, ths Feng being uffn 
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the next day, he wrote ſeveral other warm political 
tracts againſt the Adminiſtrations. 
In Auguſt, 1713, be was elected member of par- 
liament for Stockbridge ; and he ſoon after began to 
write The Engliſhman,” a paper publiſhed three 
days in a week, the firſt number of which is dated 
October 8, 185 During the courſe of this 
publication, Mr. Steele alſo publiſned. The Criſis, 
or a Diſcourſe, repreſenting, from the moſt antient 
Records. the juſt Cauſes of the late Revolution, 2nd 
the ſeveral Settlements of the Crown of England and 
Seotland on her Majeſty; and on the demiſe of her 
Majeſty without iſſue, upon the moſt illuſtrious 
Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs and Ducheſs Dowager of 
Hanover, and the heirs of her won being Pro- 
teſtants, - by previous acts of both Parliaments of 
the late kingdoms. of England and Scotland, 
and confirmed by the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tam. With ſome ſeaſonable Remarks on the 
danger of a Popiſh Succeſſor _ Ren 
Ibe publication of this piece was productive of 
very ſerious conſequences to the author, who had 
been, from the „aware of the danger to which 
it-would expoſe him. The nature of the treatiſe, 
and the occaſion. of his writing it, he himſelf explains 
in his Apology ; where he tells us, that the plan 
of the wol was firſt hinted to him by his friend, 
Mr. More, of the Inner Temple; a gentleman well 
ſkilled in the laws and conſtitution of this kingdom; 
who, in ſome incidental diſcourſe on politicks, took 
natice of the inſinuations, daily thrown! out, of the 
danger the Proteſtant ſucceſſion was in, and con- 
cluded with ſaying, that he thought Mr. Steele, from 
the kind reception the world gave to what he pub- 
liſhed, might be more inſtrumental towards curing 
the evil of diſaffeftion torthe Houſe of Hanover than 
any private man in Hugland. After much ſalici- 
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tation, Mr. More further obferved, that the evit 
" ſeemed only to flow from mere inattention to our” 
real obligations to that illuſtrious Houſe; and, there- 
fore, ſaid he; if the laws to this purpoſe were reprinted, 
together with a warm preface, and a well-vrged pero- 
ration, it is not to be 1magined what good effects it 
would have. Mr. Steele was much ſtruck with the 
thought, and, prevailing with Mr. Moore to put me 
law part of it together, he finiſhed the reſt; but he 
would not venture to publiſh it, till it had been ſub- 
mitted to the inſpection of ſome other friends. 
„When the Criſis,” ſays he, was written hand in 
hand with Mr. More, 1, who was to anſwer for it 
with my all, would not venture upon my own ſingle 
judgment; therefore I cauſed it to be printed; and 
left one copy with Mr. Addiſon, another with Mr. 
Lechmere, another with Mr. Minſhul, and another 
with Mr. Hoadly. From theſe corrected copies the 
« Crifis” became the piece it is. When I thought it my 
duty, I thank God 1 had no further conſideration for 
myſelf than to do it in a lawful and proper way, ſous 
to give no diſparagement to a glorious cauſe from my 
indiſeretion, or want of judgment. I was willing to 
N queſtion” of the ſucceſſion upon my own 
The “ Crifis” was immediately attacked with gout | 
ſeverity by Dr. Swift, in a pamphlet, entitled, The 
Publick Spirit of the Whigs ſet forth, in their gener= 
ous Encouragement of the Author of the Cxiſiz. But 
it was not till the 12th of March, 1713-14, that it 
fell under the cognizance of the Houſe of Commons; 
here, at the meeting of the new Parliament, Mr. 
Steele had taken his feat, being returned a member 
wr the borough of Stockbridge, The probable 
conſequences of this election had been forefeen - 
by"the oppoſite party; ind had even been pointed 
. an R inen - guts 
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on by the author. of The Examiner; Who, in 
one of bis papers, Gbſerved, that Mr. Steele 
vad nder ſo dear to the Whigs as ſince he let 
_Theinknowithathe durſt inſultthe Queen, 4 This,” 


den has made him their favourite; and one of 


their authors has made bis dull panegyrick apon him 
ready ſor dt: while another ſet of them are to get 
him Ben be the next Parliament, that he may 
'cafry on his inſults there, and obtain the honour, as 
another of their haughty leaders has already done, of 
being expelled the Houfs.” r | 
"- Theeventiſhewed that this prophetick warning was | 
not given without reaſon g; for when the Parliament 
met, after two 'or three gentlemen had propoſed Sir 
Thomas Hanmer for Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, Mr. Steele roſe, to expreſs the fame honour- 
Able ſentiments of that gentleman ; and proceeding in 
His ſpeech to animadvert upon ſome recent tranſac- 
"tions, he did it in a way that gave great offence to 
the friends of Adminiftration, and occafioned no 
Mall commotion in the Houſe. This fpirited beha- 
_  viour was extremely wawelcome to the Miniſtry and 
their adherents ;; who therefore determined to loſe no 
time in endeavouring to obviate the efforts of ſo re- 
ſolute a Member. Accordingly, on the 12th of 
March, 1544, Mr. Auditor „ to the 
© Earl'of Oxford, made a complaint to the Houſe of 
three printed pamphlets, publiſhed under the name 
of 12 Steele; as containing ſeveral Paragraphs tend» 
ing. to ſedition, highly reffecting upon her Majeſty, 
| Kg arraigning. her adminiſtration and government; 
Which pamphlets being wich, up to the table, Mr., 
Steele as ordered to attend in his place, the next 
mornin | 


Mr. Heerde attending in bis place, cording to 
- - order, on Saturday, the 12th r 2 
Sabhs in the printed pamphlets, complained 15 
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day before, were read; after which Mr, Steele ſtood 
„ and defired time to make his defence; which, 
after great debates, was granted till the Thurſday - 
following. This day being come, and Mr. Steele ap- 
pearing in his place, when the order of the day had 
been read, for tak ing the pamphlets into conſideration, 
Mr. Foley, the accuſer, moved, that, before they pro- 
ceeded farther, Mr. Steele ſhould declare, whether he 
acknowledged the writings that bore his name. Mr. 
Steele accordingly declared, that be did freely ac- 
knowledge the ts, and the ſeveral paragraphs 
therein, which had been complained of and read to, 
the Houſe, to be part of his writings ; that he wrote 


them in behalf. of the Houſe of Hanover, and now 


owned them with the ſame chearfulneſs and ſatisfac- 
tion with which he had abjured the Pretender. A 
debate then aride upon the method of proceeding, 
Mr. Foley propoled, that Mr. Steele ſhould withdraw; 
but it was carried, without dividing, that he ſhould. 
ſtay and make his defence. He deſired that he might 
be allowed to anſwer what might be urged againſt him, 
paragraph by paragraph; but though, he was power- 
fully ſupported by Mr. Walpole, . General Stanhope, 
Lord Finch, and Lord Hinchinbroke, yet his. ac- 
cuſers inſiſted, and it was carried, that he ſhould. 
proceed to. make his defence generally upon the charge 
againſt him. Mr. Steele had choſen to make his ap- 
pearance near the bar of the Houſe ; and he mentions, 
one circumſtance in this fcene, that, he ſays, very 
much - ſweetened his affliction; which was, that he 
had the honour to ſtand between Mr. Stanhope and 
Mr. Walpole, who condeſcended to take upon them 
the parts of his advocates ; ſo that, being thus ſup- 
ported, he proceeded, with great fortitude, to make, 
his defence; in which he was likewiſe affiſted by. his 
friend, Mr. Addiſon, member for. Malmſbury, who 
lat near him to prompt him upon occaſions Ne 55 
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his defence with the uſual preface of beſpeaking favour 
to any miſtakes that might eſcape him therein; and he 
ſpoke for near threr hours in vindication of the ſeveral 
heads extracted from his pamphlets, (which had been 
- primed, and given to all the members) with ſuch 
temper, modeſty, nnconcern, eaſy and manhy elo- 
uence, as gave entire ſatisfaction to all who were not 
inyeterately prepoſſeſſed againſt him. Ie | 
When Mr. Steele was withdrawn, it was expected, 
that Mr. Foley would have ſummed vp, and anſwered 
His defence, paragraph by paragraph; but he con- 
tented himſelf with ſaying, in general, © that, without 
amuſing the Houſe with long ſpecches, it was plain 
that the writings which had been complained of were 
ſeditious and ſcandalous, - injurious to her Majeft,'s 
Government, the Church, and the Univerſities ; and 
chereupon he mou ed, that the queſtic q ſhould be put. 
This occafioned a very warm debate, which laſled till 
eleven o'clock at night. 0 0 
The firſt that roſe in favour of Mr. Steele, was Mr. 
Robert Walpole, who, in a” long and meſt elcquent 
ſpeech, went to the bottom of the affair. He ſhewed, 
thac this violent proſecution ſtruck at the liberties of 
the ſubjes in general, and of the members of the 
Houſe in particular; he juſt fed Mr. Steele on all the 
heads of the accuſation urged againſt him; and ſaid, 
he: hoped” the Houſe would not ſacrifice one of their 
members to the reſentment and rage of the Miniſtry, 
ſor no other crime than bis expoſing their notorious 
miſmanzgement; and, like à good patriot, warning 
his countrymen againſt? the imminent ' dangers with 
Which che nation in general, and her Majeſty's ſacred 
perſon; in particular, were threatened, by the viſible 
encouragement that was given to ihe pretender's 
Mr. Walpole ws ſec onded by his brother Horace, 
lord Finch, krd Lumley, lord Hinchinbreke, — 
* : a . [ 
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ſome other bers whe! ſpoke with great ſpirit in 
favodt of Mr? Steete, and againſt the 4 
miniſtry: But Mr. Foley, Sir William: Wyndham, 
tlie Attorney-General, and ſome other courtiers, 

being 1 a grtat majority, ſtill ĩnſiſted on 
the queſtion, fo that at laſt it was carried by 245 
int. we 152, Firſt, « Thar a printed *. 
intituled, The Engli/obman, being the cloſt of thie 
paper ſo eanled, and one other” pamphlet, intituled, 
The Criſs, written by Richard Sterle, Efq. a membet 
of this Hopſe, are featidalous and ſeditious libels, 
containirigmanyexpreſions highly reflecting upon her 
majeſty, and upon the ngbility, gentry, clergy, and 
univerſities of this kingdom, malicioufſy infinuating. 
that the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Hotiſe of Ha. 
nover is in danger under her majeſty's Adminiſtra- 
tion, and tending to alienate the affections of her 
majeſty's good ſubjects, and to create jealoufies and 
divifions among them. Secondly,. that Richard 
Steele, Eſq. for his offence in writing atid pabliſhin 
the ſaid ſcandalous and ſeditious libels, be expell 
this Houſe.” 12 * 

Mr. Steele, being thus expelled from the Houſe of 
Commons, determined to exert his talents in the 
way to which he had been ſo long accuſtomed ; and 
accordingly he began to publiſh two periodical papers; 
the firſt of which, intituled The Lover,” appeared 
on the 25th of February, 1714 ; and the ſecond; _ 
called“ The Reader,” on the 22d of Aprit follows - 
ing. In the fixth number of this laſt paper, he gives 
an account of his defign to write the Hiftory' of the 


Duke of Marlborough, from the date of his Grace's © 


commiſſions of Captain-Geperal and Plenipotentiary, 

to the expiration of theſe commiſſions; the proper 

materials for which hiſtory. were, he tells us, in his 

cuſtody ; but the work "or Ow on 
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Hle wrote, however, ſeveral political pieces at 
this time; and he likewiſe publiſhed a treatiſe, 
intituled, ** 'The Romiſh Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of 
© late Years.” This, he obſerves, is no more than 
an account of ſome collateral and contemporary cir- - 
cumſtances and ſecret paſſages, joined to an account 
of the ceremony of the lat inauguration of Saints, 
by his holineſs the pope ; which account, ſays he, 
«© pives us a lively idea of the pageantry uſed in that 

church to firike the imagination of the vulgar, and 

needs only to be repeated to give any ſefious man 

an abhorrence gf their idolatry.” The defign of this 
publication wg# to prejudice the cauſe of the pre- 
tender, which was ſuppoſed to be gaining ground 
in England; and there is an Appendix ſubjoined, - 
e of particulars, very well calculated for this 
urpoſe. + B n | 
. extremely zealous for the ſucceſſion 
of the houſe of Hanover, he preſented to king 

George I. on the 8th of April, 1715, an addreſs, 
which had been drawn up by himſelf, from the 
lieutenancy of Middleſex and Weſtminſter. He 
had ſome time before been appointed a juſtice of 

peace, and one of the deputy-lieutenants, for the 
county of Middleſex. ' On preſenting the addreſs 
Mr. Steele received the honour of  knighthood ; 
and he was ſoon after appointed farveyor of the 
royal Stables at Hampton- court. On the 28th of 

May following, being the king's birth-day, Sir 

' Richard particularly diſtinguiſhed lumſelf, by giv- 

ing a ſplendid entertainment to more than 200 gen- 

tlemen and ladies. He afterwards obtained a ſhare 
in the patent of one of the playchouſes, which was 
productive of ſome conſiderable emolument to 

4 and hie was elected member of parliameht for 

Boroughbridge in Vorkſhire. But notwithſtanding 

his zent for the houſe of Hanover, and his ſervices 


to 
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to it, he never received from the court any com- 
penſation adequate to his merit. And as he con- 
tinued to want economy, he was ſtill often ins | 
volved in difficulties; and his behaviour on ſome 

of theſe occaſions had in it more of humour than 
of prudence. One of the inſtances of this kind, 
which is recorded, is the following: Sir Richard | 
having invited to his houſe a great number of pers |} 
. fons of the firſt quality, they were ſurprized at 
the number of liveries which ſurrouded the table ;. 
and after dinner, when wine and mirth had ſet 
them free from the obſervation of rigid ceremony, 
one of them enquired of Sir Richard, how ſuch an 
expenſive train of domeſtics could be conſiſtent with 
his fortune? Sir Richard frankly | confeſſed, - that | 
they were fellows of whom he would yery * : 
be rid. And being then aſked why he did not diſ- 
charge them; he declared; that they were bailiffs 
who had introduced themſelves with an execution, 
and whom, fince he could not ſerid them away, 
he had thought it convenient to embelliſh with li- 
veries, that they might do him credit whilſt they 
His friends were diverted with the expedient, and 
by paying the debt diſcharged the attendance, hav- 
ing obliged Sir Richard to promiſe that they ſhould 
never find him again graced with a retinue of the 
farge kind, TM | | 15 
As a member of parliament, Sir Richard Steele 
appears always to have behaved with great public 
ſpirit and integrity; but this did not tend to ad- 
vance his fortune, either in the reign of queen 
Anne, or in that of hing George I. He alſo en- 
gaged in ſome projects, which were not advantage- 
ous to him. In 171), he was appointed one of 
the commiſſioners for inquiring into the eſtates for- 
feited by the rebellion in Scotland, which appoints! 
oO D 3 „ mei 
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ee ee Le united king- 
doni, 1 oy; he 1crines from loan of th nobility 
ah a iſhed'marks;of reſpect. 
In the 8 buried his ſecond wife, and 
he Zee Allo loſt two of his children; and 
* domeſtic calamities greatly afflicted him. 
2 — Sir Richard Steele publiſhed a Letter to 
* Oxford, cuncerning a bill for limiting 
6 peeraße; which bill be oppoſed in the Houle of 
ee © wrote againſt it in a periodi 
1 ce! The Plebeian which accafoned a 
at conteſt between him and his friend 
Aale. who wrote againſt him in another perio- 
_ Gical paper called The Old Whig.” 

About this time his licence for acting plays was 
 xovaked,- and his patent rendered ineffectual at the 
inttance of the lord-chamberlain. Sir Richard did 
Bi utmoſt to prevent ſo great a Joſs ; but he had 

the misfortune do find all his endcaxours . 
- mn ſtroke was the more fevere and atfliting, as 
it came from the bang of the fame noble perſon 
to whog he had dedicated his political writings, 
and whoſe patronage he moſt gratefully acknow- 
ages. This was the duke of Newaaſtle, who, 
When be was made + chamberlain, ſent for Sir 
Nichand Stecle, and the other ſharers in the ma- 


nagement of the playhouſe, and, in an abſolute 


manner, offered them a licence, and demanded a 
uftion of the patent; which Sir Richard pre- 
as abſolutely to refuſe; this refuſal he Aude 
ig Writing, and petitioned the kiag for his protec 

grant which he had given him. Thus 
the EWA, 7 for many months. The next 


mole managers received was: by an order, 
15 chamberlain, to diſmiſs Mr. Cib- 


figned 
ber; 'W order they obeyed > but Sir Richard 
predaaged to Write ONE duke agabait jt, ex- 


preſſing 


1 
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preſſing his ſorrow that bis grace would give him 
no better occaſion of ſhewing his duty than by 
bearing opprefſion from him. This freedom pro- 
duced .a meſlage from his grace, forbidding. Sir 
Richard ever to viſit him, or to write, or ſpeak. o 
him more. Our patentee received this meſſage in 
a becoming manner, and immediately took occa · 
ſion from it to make his appeal to the publick. 
He had, a little before, formed the plan of a perio · 
dical papet, to be publiſhed tęice 2. week, under 
the title of The Theatre? ſome. numbers, of 
which had appeared: and he now embraced the 
opportunity of this publication to give à particular 
account of the origin and progreſs of this unfortu- 
nate affair; which he did in a letter addreſſed to 


his grace. From this ſpirited aud manly, 
it appeats, that when the Chart el e in 
his meaſures 


the patentees, = ichard 
drew up a petition do the _ which he delivered 
in his 3 preſence; the prayer of which was, 
that the petitioner might not be any way mol 

but by due courſe of law.“ But this petition bad 
no effect; and the next news Sir Richard heard 
was the royal order revoking the patent. accompa+y 
nied mth rem) order of ſilence from, the charmberlain, 
addreſſed ta the gentlemen managing the compan 
of comedians at the Theatre in Drar lane, Tony 
to all the comedians and actors there. PID 
the receipt; of theſe, orders, that Sir Ric WE 5 
drefled luis letter to the Chamberlain; + 15 ſtep 
proving as iueſſectual as the reſt, he publiſhed 55 
after, The State of the Caſe between Lord 
Chamberlain of his-Mojety $ 3 1 be 1 — 


vernor of the Royal Company. 35 with, 
the Opinions of Pemberton, neon ee 2 Parker, 
concerning the Theatre. 20 The the 


ſtates 2 of. * Joke] he 2 
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proceeding, hich he computes at Httle leſs than 
ten chouſand pounds. He tlien declares, rtfat lie 
never did one act to provoke thiĩs attempt nor,“ 
ſays he, does the chambetlain pretend to aſſiga 


tingly deelares he will ruin Steele; which,“ adds 
our author, in a man in his circumſtances againſt 
one in mine, is as great as the humour of Mala- 
gene, in the comedy, who valued himſelf upon his 
Activiey in tripping up cripples. 
Whilſt our author was finking under this perſe- 
cution from the hand of power, he was rudely at- 
tacked from another quarter. When he began his 
paper, called The Theatre,“ he had aſſumed the 
feigned name of Sir John Edgar; and under that 
8 he was now very injuriouſly treated by 
Mr. John Dennis, the noted critick, in a moſt abu- 

five pamphlet; intituled, * The Charadter and 
Conduct of Sir John Edgar, called by - him- 
ſelf Sole Monarch of the Stage in Drury- lane; and 
his three Deputy-Governors; in two Letters to Sir 
John Edgar.“ To this inſult our author replied in 
The Theatre;“ and as the impotence of the Cri- 
üück's attack was unworthy a ſerious rebuke, he 
treated him with his uſual gaiety and good hu- 
—A ͤ v s 

In the midſt of theſe private concerns, Sir Richard 
found time to employ his pen in the ſervice of the 
publick, by writing againſt the South- Sea ſcheme 
in the year 1720. His firſt piece on this ſubject 
Was intituled, The Criſis of Property ;** which 
was ſoon followed by A Nation a Family; or, A 
Plan of the Improvemeut of the South- Sea Propo- 
poſals. He likewiſe introduced this matter into 
The Theatre; and by his ſpirited oppoſition to 
that iniquitous project he greatly increaſed his re- 


When 


putation as a patriot. 


any direct feafon of forfeitufe, but openly and wit. 
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When our author's. patent for the theatre was re- 
voked, his Fiend, Sin Rahert, ages, masses of .'Þ 
favour at court,, haying.;xcligned his place of firſtt 
commiſſionier of the. treaſury; but in the beginning +l 
of the year 132 1, he was recalled to that ſation; | 
and Sir Richard ſoon experienced the benefit of this | 
change, being xeſtored,; within ac few weeks, to his 
former office and authority in Prury-lane rn “ 
his alteration in his circumſtances gave - 
author new ſpirits ; and it was not long before; the 
brought upon the. 2 his celebrated Coated 
called The Conſcious, Lovers,” whieh Was act 
with the greateſt applauſe... The profits of this ſuc- 
ceſsful play muſt have been very conſiderable; and 
he publiſhed, it ſoon after, with a dedication to the 
king, for which his majeſty made him a preſent of 
five hundred pounds: but, notwithſtanding this 
ample ſupply, it was not long before he was reduced 
to ſuch extremity, that he was obliged to throw 
his affairs into the hands of lawyers and truftees ; 
in conſequence of which.his fhare in the playhouſe 
was fold, and a law-ſuit commenced with the other 
managers, which, in 1726, was determined to his 
diſad vantage. 1 574 | 8 
His heedleſs proſuſion, and utter want of œco- 
nomy, having brought our author's fortune into 
this ſituation, he determined, from a principle of 
Juſtice to his creditors, to withdraw himſelf from 
the expences of the town, while he had yet a fair 

proſpect of ſatisfying, all theis demands. Accord - 
ingly he retired to his ſeat at Languaunnor, near 
Caermarthen, in Wales; but his good intentiens 
were in a great meafure diſappointed a for ho had 
not been long in this retirement beſcte he was 
ſeized with a paralytick diſorder, which greathy in- 
paired his underſtanding; and, having languiſhed 
for ſome time under _ deprivation of his faculties, 

f 993 | he 
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„ne Med on Heat of September. 1729, and was 
125 Later 5115 Paccording to his own defire, in 

5 Ac rarthefi. Di et. 

"Obſerved of Sir Richard Steele, in the 
his Britannica, that he was à man of vn- 
embled and extensive betrevolence; a friend to 
the friendlefs,” ant,” as far as his circumſtances 
would ermit,” the father of every orphan. His 
wol xs Are chaſte and many; he bim lelf admired 
Virtue, and lie Arew her 10. lovely as ſhe is. He 

celebrates a generqus action, with a warmth that is 
only peculiar to a good heart. He was a ſtranger to 
the moſt diſtant - of « envy or malevolence, 
never jealous © of 1 any man's growing reputation, 
and ſo far from arrogating any praiſe to himſelf 
from his conjunction with Mr. Addiſon, that he 
was the firſt who deſired him to diſtinguifh his pa- 
rs.3n the Spectator; and, after the death of that 
Fend, Was : fanhfu] guardian of his fame. Sir 
Richard's greateſt error was want of œconomy. It 
is Taid, in Cibber's Lives of the Poets, He was 
te moſt agreeable, and, if we may be allowed the 
expreffion, the moſt innocent rake that. ever trod 


E524 the rounds of indulgence. 


© - "The following character was alſo publiſhed of Sir 
- Richard Steele ſoon after his death. © This excel- 


lent man was born to a fortune much inferior to 


dis merits : his early life was formed in camps, 
and ſeaſoned to the toils of war; yet, greatly brave, 
and of unqueſtioned honour, his was a lettered ge- 
pe, nor fond of military glory. He ſhone diſtin- 
ed, even whilft in humble privacy ; obſcured 
- not more by his tow rank in life than by his native 
"modeſty. Here he was ſelected by the brave lord 
Cutts, whoſe diſcernment knew t he noble genius 

even in a 22 ſoldier. 0 
„ He 
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a wit * 
always willing to 0 good o | 
being envious of merit in other men. ; Hence 
he was loved and honoured by all men. None was 
more happy or extenſive in his a0quaintance”; none 
was a more agreeable companion, or uſefal friend. 

This was his private life, and this. might well re- 


commend him to-public 


eſteem. 
«© To him we owe that. valuable work "which he 


commenced in The Tatler,” and, aſſiſtod by the 


immortal labours of his ingenious friend Mr. Ads 
diſon, carried into numerous volumes, Here he 
began a work Which at once refined our languagt 
and improved our morals, None ever attempted 


with more ſucceſs io form the mind to virtue, 


or poliſh the manners of common life z none ever 


touched the paſſions in that plealing, prevailing me- 
thod, or ſo well inculcated the moſt ufeful and in- 
ſtructive leſſons. I ſay, none did ever thus hap- 
pily perform fo important a work as theſe illuſtti- 
ous colleagues, who, bee adapting themſelves to-the 
pleaſures, promoted the beſt virtnes of human na- 
ture; infinuated themſelves: by all the arts of fine 
perſuaſion ; employed the. moſt delicate wit and 
humour in the cauſe of truth and good ſenſe; n 
gave offence to the molt rigid devotees, or 08 
debauchees, but ſoon grew e though advo- 
cates of virtue. 


He ſpoke in parliament, and appeared fron the” 


preſs, with a warm and generous freedom: he dif- 


fered from thoſe in authority, without libelling 
their perſons ; no ſcandalous,parallels, no ungentie- 
manlike invectives, or womaniſh railingy, are to be 
found in his writings : he * to facts, and 

6 things 
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things of public concern; nor invented, nor re- 
vived, any little ſtories to blacken the reputation of 
others: in ſhort, he was at war with no man's 
fortunes or places ; and he greatly deſpiſed all lucra- 
tive conſiderations. 

Add this to his character, he had an enthuſiaſm 
of honour, infomuch, that he was always moſt 
ready to appear for the truth when it was moſt dif- 
ficult and dangerous: he thought himſelf obliged to 

ſtand in the breach when no man elſe would; and 
his intrepidity was a public advantage. 
«+ Witneſs his memorable Addreſs to the Clergy 
in Defence of the Revolution; I mean, his © Cri- 
is, for which he was immortalized by the reſent- 
ment of his enemies, and by the noble ftand he 
made againſt them in his brave defence: for this he 
was expelled the Houſe of Commons, whilſt he tri- 
umphed in the judgement of his country; and raiſed 
ſuch a ſpirit in the people by his writings, as greatly 
contributed to. fave our declining liberties, and 
eſtabliſh the precarious ſucceſſion. 

e Such was his conduct, fuch his character, 
which was invariably honeſt; he flattered not his 
friends in their power, nor inſulted his enemies in 

--. their diſtreſs: he oppoſed any meaſures which he 
could not approve, and exactly adhered to that ex- 

27 ſentence, fari gue ſentiat. 

This, indeed, was his principle; and if ever 
always acted inviolably by his opinion, or 

Ned to p reſerve his integrity upon all Sautens, 

. So Richard Steele was the perſon.” 
bis ſccond wife Sir Richard Steele had one 
in two daughters; but only one of his 
daughters, named Elizabeth, ſurvived him. She 
was married young, in 1731, to the honourable 

John Trevor, then one of the Welch judges, and 

eee Baron Trevor of * 
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In 1787 Mr. Nichols pybliſhed 1. T Re ſto- 
lary Correſpondence of Sir Richard Steele,“ ift to 
volumes, ſmall d vo cονỹ᷑tining Hany letters to 
his wife, and His friends and to ts pubhcation 
we have been much indebted in the *owrſe&ofthis 
life. In 1787, Mr. Nichols alſo republiſhed ſeye- 
ral of Sir Richard's pieces, in onevolume? Bro. in 
a collect ion, intituledꝭ The Tow Talk ; The 
« Fiſh Pool; The Plebeian; The Old Wing; The 
„ Spinſter, &c. By the authors of the Tatler, 
« gpectator, and Guardian. Now fitft- collected, 
„with Notes and ere sgl aan 
| | „„ lens 4 200d to ng HT Toe) 

* Authorities. Biographia Britannica! Bri- 
tiſh Biography. 8 vo. vol. VIII. Cibber's Lives of 
the Poets. Epiſtolary Correſpondence of Sir 
ee Steele. Notes to the New Edition of the 

atler. Ape 0 * W 
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DANIEL DE FOR. 


* [A.D.' 1663, to1991.} 


LA 


HIS ingenious writer was born in the city of 

| T London about the year 1663. He was the 
ſon of James Foe, butcher, of the pariſh of St. 
Giles, Cripplegate. It ſeems to have been from 
ſome diſlike to his original name, that he after- 
- wards changed it to De Foe, by which he was ge- 
nerally known. As his father was a Proteſtant 
Difſenter, he was brought up in the ſame princi- 
ples, to which he always adhered. He was educa- 
ted at an academy at Newington Green, which was 
kept by Charles 33 who was a Diſſenter. In 
1683, when he was about twenty years of age, he 
publiſhed a pamphlet againſt the Turks, relative to 
the war which was then carried on between them 
and the Auſtrians. He was early attached to F- # 
Whig principles, and ſo averſe to the adminiftration 
of James II. that, before he was twenty-three 
years of age, he went into the Weſt of England, 
and appeared in arms for the duke of Monmouth, 
.He eſcaped, however, from that unfortunate en- 
terprize without proſecution ; and, after his return 
to London, he -publiſhed another pamphlet, to 
warn the Diſſenters againſt the infidious toleration 
which was offered them by king James. He after- 
Wards engaged in trade as a hoſe- factor, in Free- 
. 3 ASE, man's 
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man's Vard, Cornhill, and was alſo concerned in 
carrying on ſome brick and pantile works near 
Tilbury Fort in Eſſex. But in trade he was not 
ſucceſsful; and, in the year 1692, was obliged for 
ſome time to abſcond from his creditors. ** An an- 

« ory creditor,” ſays Mr. Chalmers, took out a 
„ commiſfion of bankruptcy, which was ſoon ſu- 
« perſeded on the petition of thofe to whom he 
« was moſt indebted, who accepted a compoſition 
„on his ſingle bond. This he punctually paid by 
the efforts of unwearied diligence. But ſome of 
*« thoſe creditors, wbo had been thus ſatisſied, falling 
« afterwards into diſtreſs themſelves, De Foe volun- 
e tarily paid them their whole claims, being then 
in rifing circumſtances from king William's fa- 
* your, This is ſuch an example of honeſty, as 
« jt would be unjuſt to De Foe and to the world 
© to conceal.” IE; 5 
In 1695, he was appointed accountant to the 
commiſſioners for managing the duties on glaſs; 
and, in 1697, he publiſhed an Eſſay upon Projects. 
The ſame year he alſo publiſhed an Inquiry into - - 
the occafional 8 of Diſſenters in Caſes of 
Preferment, 4to. At the beginning of the year 
1701, he publiſhed, in 4to, the Hrue- born - 
liſhman, which had a great fale, and paſſed through 
many editions, He alſo publiſhed, + Reaſons 
* againſt a War with France,” and The Free- 
* holder's Plea againſt Stockjobbing Elections of 
Parliament-men.“ F 
In 10, he publiſhed, in folio, © The Original 
“Power of the Collective Body of the People of 
England, examined and aſſerted.“ This is a 
piece of great political merit, and has been ſeveral 
times printed; and we ſhall ſelect from it the fol- 


lowing paſſages: : 
3 % 1. Salus 


——— ——— — — 


„% RAE EITE OF 
© 1, Salus Popul: ſupreme Lex, all government, and 
conſequently our Whole conſtitution, was originally 
deſigned, and is maintained, for the ſupport of the 
people's property, who are the governed.” 
« 2.” That all the members of government, whe- 
ther king, lords, or commons, if they invert the 
great end of their inſtitution, the public good, 
ee e eee e 
ws And power retreats to Its original. 
% 3. That no collective or repreſentative body of 
men whatſoever, in matters of politicks any more 
than religion, are, or ever have been, infallible. 
„4. I bat reaſon is the teſt and touch-ſtone, of 
laws, and that all law or power that is contradic- 
tory to reaſon. is, % fac, void in itſelf, and 
ought not to be obey en. r 
« Some other maxims leſs general are the conſe- 
ä . 
* * Firſt, That ſuch laws as ate agreeable to reaſon 
and juſtice Ov once made, are binding both to 
King, lords, and commons, either ſeparately, or 
iQtively, nll they are actually repealed in due 


con Jul 


* . 


d .. r 
„That if either of the three powers do diſpenſe 
with, ſuſpend, or other wiſe break any of the known 
laws ſo made, they injure. the conſtitution; and 
* the poser ſo acting ought to be reſtrained by the 
other powers not concuri ing, according to what is 
lately allowed, that cvery branch of power is de- 
" figned as à check upon each other. 
„% But, if all the three powers ſhould join in ſuch 
an irregular action, the conſtitution ſuffers a con- 
vulfion, dies, and is Affolted of courſe. 
Nor does it ſuffice to ſay, that king, lords, and 
commons, can do no Wrong; ſince the mutual con · 
- ſent of parties, on which that fooliſh maxim is 
2 SK grounded, 
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gr rounded, does not extend to every action king, 
lords, and commons, are we, of doing. 

«« There are laws which reſpect the common rights 
of the people, as they are the parties to be governed, 
and with reſpe& to- theſe the king can do no wrong, 
but all is laid upon his miniſters—who are ac» 
countable. 

And there are laws which particularly reſpe& 
the conſtitution ; the king, lords, and commons, 
as they are the parties governing: in this regard 
each branch may wrong and oppreſs the other, r 
altogether may do wrong to the people oy are | 
made to govern. » - 

% The king may invade the people 8 properties 8 
and if the lords and conimons omit to defend and 
protect them, they all do wrong, by a tacit approv- 
ing thoſe abuſes they ought to oppoſe. 

„The commons may extend their power to an 
exorbitant degree, in impriſoning the ſubjects, diſ- 
penſing with the Habcas Chr pus Act, giving unli- 
mited power to their ſergeant to oppreſs the pœop ble 
in his cuſtody, withholding writs of election from 
boroughs and towns, and ſeveral other ways; 
which if they are not checked either hy the king, or 
the lords; they are altogether parties to the . | 
and the ſubject is apparently injured, 

The lords may err in judicature, and deny jufe 
tice to the commons, or delay it upon punctilios 
and ſtudied occaſions; and if neither the king nor 
the commons take care to prevent it, delinquents 
are excuſed, and criminals encouraged, and all are 
* the breach of common juſtice. 
| hat, to prevent this, it is abſolutely neceſſary, 
that in . of diſpute the ſingle power ſhould 
be governed by the joint, and that nothing ſhould 
ſo be infiſted upon as to break the correſpondence. 
© That 


THE LIFE OF 


hat the three ſhould be direRed by the law, 
and where that is filent, by reaſon. 
That every perſon concerned in the law is in 
” meaſure a Judge OG —— and therefore 
is p 3 de ani 
3 4 of diſſent. x 
« 'That.cvery fingle power has an abſokne” nega- 
five upon the acts of the other; and if the people, 
who are without doors, find reaſon to object, they 
may do it by petition. 
gut becauſe, under pretence of petitioning, ſe= 
ditious and turbulent e may foment diſtur- 
bances, tumults, and diforders, the ſubjects“ right 
of petitioning being yet recognized and preſerved, 
the circumſtances of ſuch petitions are regulated by 
laws, as to the . eee of the perſons 
1 9 AK | 
Bot the laws have no e the pe- 
9 and therefore no 
_ pretence of indecency of expreſſion can be ſo crimi- 
nal at to be deſtructive of the conſtitution, becauſe 
though it may deſerve the refentment-of the peti- 
tioned, at in not rer nor a t 
any Jaw. M's 
And yet the o body of ak people 
ought not to be e or affromted neither, at 
tbe will and pleaſure of any private perſon without 
doors, who finds cauſe to petition them. 
4 Butaf any expreſſion be offenſive to the houſe, 
it ſeems reaſonable that the perſons who are con- 
cerned therein ſhould be required to explain them- 
ſelves : and if upon fach explanation the houſe find 
no ſatis faction as to the particular affront, they are 
at OTIS: Þ Ae as the law _— but no 


10 


*< And to me je ee af the . in that caſe 


frems to imply, I" the petition 1s a con- 
tempt 


— 
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tempt due to any indeceney of that nature, and as 
much reſentment: as the nature of the thing re- 
quires: but as-toihreaking in upon perſonal liberty, 
which is a thing the law is ſo tender of, and bas 
made ſo ſtrong a fence about, I dare not aſſitm tis 
a juſtifiable procedure; no, not in the Houſe of 


„It is alleged, chat it has been practiſed by all 
parhaments ; which is to me far from an argument 
to prove the legality of it. 010 Nin 
Acchink it may paſa for a maxim, that a man 
cannot be legally puniſhed for a crime which there 


is no law to proſecuie. Now, ſince there is no la 


to proſecute a man ſor indecency of expreſſion ĩn a 
petition to the Houſe of Commons, it zemains a 
doubt with me how they can be legally puniſhed. 
„ Precedents are af uſe to the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment where the laws are ſilent in things relating 
to themſelves, and are doubtleſs. a ſuſſicient autho- 
rity to act from. But whether any precedent, 
alage, or cuſtom, af any body of men whatever, 
<an make a ching lawtul, which the laws have ex- 
preſsly forbid, remains a donbt wih mne. 
en were to be withed ſome of our Parliaments 
would think tit, at one time or another, t clear up 
the paint of the authority of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in [caſe of impriſoning ſuch 28 are not of 
their Houſe, that having the matter ſtated by thoſe. 
who are the only expoſitors of our laws, we might 
3 troubled: with no more igen 4+ 15, to tell them 
what is, or is not, legal in meir proceedings. 
be good of the people governed is the end of 
all government, and the reaſon and original of go - 
vernors; and upon this foundation it is, that it has 
been the practice of all nations, and of this in par- 
ticular, that if the mal -· adeniniſtration af governors 


has extended to tyranny and oppreflion, 40 the de - 
* ſtruction 
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ſtruction of right and juſtice, overthtowing tlic 
conſtitution, and, abuſing the people, the people 
have thought it lawful to re- aſſume the right of 
government into their own hands, and to reduce 
their governors to reaſon n 

The ſame year De Foe publiſned, in 4to. © The 
ſorteſt Way with the Diſſenters.“ This was an 
ironical attack upon the high-church party, in 
which he ridiculed the injuſtice and abſurdity of 
their oppreſſive views reſpecting the Diſſenters. But 
for this pamphlet, which was ſtyled ſcandalous and 
ſeditious, he was tried; and the jury, from igno- 
rance, or puſillanimity, found him guilty of a li- 
bel. He was ſentenced to the pillory, and ad- 
judged to be fined and impriſoned. It was this 
circumſtance which led Pope to introduce De Foc 
into his Dunciad, in the following line: 


 -\ Early/s.0n bigb flood unabafs'd De Fr.. 


But De Foe had no claim to any place in the 
Dunciad. The annotator on that poem acknow- 
ledged, that he was a man of parts; and the line 
is only an evidence of that petulant malignity, of 
which too manly inſtances occur in the writings of 
Pope. De Foe appeared in the pillory with great 
fortitude; and, indeed, had no realon to be aſhamed. 
The ſentence againſt him was a very infamous one; 
and he was probably a much abler, and a. much 
honeſter man, than the judge who tried him. He 
ſoon after publiſhed à Hymn to the Pillory, at the 
concluſion of which, ſpeaking of the pillory and 
himſelf, he ſays, 3 


% The miniſteri that plac d him here, 
© Are ſcandals to the times, rt e 
Are at a liſ io find bis guilt, 
HAud can't commit his crimes, 


During 
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During his confinement in Newgate, De Foe 
projected The Review, a periodical paper in 4to. 
which was firſt publiſhed on the 19th of February, 
1703-4; and which was intended to treat of news, 

| foreign and domeſtic, of politics, and of trade. It 
was extended to nine volumes, and diſcontinued in 
the year 1713. | | | 

De Foe was releaſed from priſon, by the influence 
of Mr. Harley, then ſecretary of ſtate, in Auguſt, 
1704. 'Queen Anne herſelf alſo was now inclined- 
to favour him, from a conviction that his proſecu- 
tion had been more rigorous than defenſible. * Ag 
to Harley, he was not really a Tory in principle, 
and only profeſſed himſelf ſo from motives of per- 
ſonal ambition: ſo that he was not inſenſible of De 

Foe's merit, and ſeems to have been defirous of 
ſecuring him to his intereſt. But after De Foe 
came out of priſon, he retired for ſome time to St. 
Edmund's Bury, and ſoon after publiſhed two 
poems, in honour of the duke of Marlborough and 
his victories. He alſo afterwards re- publiſhed ſome: 
of his pieces, in two volumes, 8v0o. under the ti- 
tle of A true Collection of the. Writings of the 
Author of the True-born Engliſhman.” _ 

In 1706, he publiſhed _** An Eſſay at removing 
“national prejudices againſt a Union with Scot- 
„land.“ The fame” year he publiſhed; | both- in 
folio and octavo, Jure Divino, a Satire on Ty- 
ranny and Faſſive Obedience.“ He alſo publiſhed- - 
ſome other pixces in favour of che Union; and 
was ſent into Scotland by the government in order 
to promote that important meaſure. He arrived at 
Edinburgh in October, 1706. Mr. Chalmers 
ſays, His knowledge of commerce and revenue, 
his powers of inſinuation, and, above all, his rea- 
„ dinefs of pen, were detmed of no ſmall utility. 
in promoting the Union.“ He attended the 

er | * com- 
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% committees of parliament, for whoſe uſe he made 
4 feveral of the calculations on the ſubject of trade 
« and” taxes“ —* He endeavoured! te confute all 
4 that was publiſhed by W ehſter and H and 
tho other writers in land, againf the Union : 
«and he Had His ſfare of danger, fince; as he fays, 
« he was watched by the mob; had his chamber win; 
% dows inſulted: but, by the prudence of his friends, 
and God's providence, he eſcaped.” —* During all 


- © theſe labours and riſques, De'Foe publiſhed, in 


% Detember 1706, Caledonia; à poem in bonour 
of the Scots nation. «+ 
In what manner De Foe was rewarded for his 
ſervices in Scotland, we are not informed; but, in 
1 in folio, wich an appendix of 
original papers, The Hiſtory of the Union between 
England and Scotland.“ A ſecond edition of this 
work was poliſhed in 1712; and a third in to. in 
7786, to which a life of the author was prefixed, 
written by Mr. Chalmers. That gentleman, ſpeak- 
ing of the Hiſtory of the Union, ſays, This nar- 
4 rative of De Foe is a drama, in which he intto- 
duces the higheft peers and the loweſt peaſants, 
« ſpeaking and acting according as they were each 
«© aQuated by their chara@eriſtic paffions; and 
„ while the man of taſte is amuſed by his manner, 
the man of buſineſs may draw inſtruction from 
- * the documents, which are appended to the end, 
- & and interſperſed in every page. This publication 
had alone preferved his name, had! his Cruſoe 
pfeaſed us leſs.“ * 
Phe ſame year De Foe publiſned . The Hiſtory 
of Addreſſes. in vo. and of this performance 
he two years after publiſhed a ſecond part. Not- 
withſtanding his obligations to Harley, he was not 
influenced by them to defert his own opinions, or 
to write in ſupport of ſentiments which he _— 
”#% . { prov 9 
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proved. On the contrary, he wrote exprefoly- 
againſt the peace of Utrecht; but when the peace 
was made, and could not be altered, he ſaid it was 


the buſineſs' of the nation to make the” beſt of it, 


and to conſider in what manner, as affairs were 
then circumſtanced, - the public intereſt could be 
beſt promoted. | 
In 1711, he publiſhed © An Eſſay on the South- 
« Sea Trade, wich an Inquiry into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the preſent Diflike and Complaint 
i againſt the Settlements of a South-Sea Co * 
The following year, his zeal for the ſucce of 
the Houſe of Hanover led him to publiſh three 
pamphlets, under the following titles: 1. Rea- 
s ſons agamft the Succeffion of the Houſe of Ha- 
« nover, with an Inquiry how far the Abdication of 
king James, ſuppoſing it to be legal, ought to 
« affect the Perſon of the Pretender.” 2. What 
«if the Pretender ſhould come ? or, ſome Confi- 
« derations of the "Advantages and real Conſe- 
« quences of the Pretender's poſſeſſing the Crown 
of Great Britain.” 3.“ An Anſwer to a Queſtion: 
* that nobody thinks of, viz. What if the Queen 
* ſhould die?” Theſe were ironicalpieces ; and the 
titles of them were intended to lead thoſe to read 
them who had been deluded by the Jacobites. Among 
other of his arguments in fayour of the pretender, 
one was, that the prince would confer on every 
one the privilege of wearing wooden-ſhoes;” and 
at the ſame time * eaſe the nobility and gentry of 
the hazard and expence of winter journies to par- 
** lament.” It is "remarked by Mr. Chalmers. 
that theſe petty volumes were 15 much approved 
by the zealous friends of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
that they were diligent to diſperſe them through 
the moſt diſtant counties. And De Foe proteſts, 
that, had the elector of Hanover given bim a thou- 
fand pounds, he could not have ſerved him _ | 
1 ec 
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effectually, than by writing theſe three treatiſes.” 
But for theſe pieces an infamous proſecution was 
ſet on foot againſt De Foe: he was committed to 
Newgate, tried in the Queen's Bench, and received 
ſentence as a libeller. But after being ſome time 
imptifoned, he obtained r in November, 
1713, by the intereſt of Mr. Harley. His proſe- 
cution, however, and his impriſonment, had been 

attended with t expences ; and tended greatly 
to impair his fortune. : 

-- Notwithſtanding the zeal of De Foe for the houſe 
of Hanover, the ſervices which he had rendered it, 
and the unjuſt perſecution which he had ſuffered in 
conſequence, he inet with no countenance or pa- 
tronage from. the court after the acceſſion of king 

George I. Inſtead of meeting with reward,” ſays 

Mr. — * for his zealous ſervices in ſupport 

of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, he was on the. acceſ- 

\ Hon of George I. diſcountenanced by thoſe who 

bad derived a benefit from his active exertions.” 

Much undeſerved abuſe was alſo thrown out againſt 
him in the publications of the times: ſo that, in 
1715, he printed, An Appeal to Honour and Juſ- 
* tice, though it be of his worſt Enemies. By Da- 
„ niel De Foe, Being a true account of his Con- 
«© duct in public Affairs.“ In this he very ably de- 
fended himſelf againſt many of the unjuſt charges 
that were brought againſt him : but before he had 
finiſhed it, he was firuck with an apoplexy ; and 

Baker, who publiſhed it, in its unfiniſhed ſtate, de- 

clared, in an advertiſement prefixed to it, that it was 

the opinion of moſt who knew him, that the treat- 
ment which he had complained of in it, and other 
inſtances. of ill uſage, had been the - cauſe of his 
diſorder. He languiſhed for ſome time in a very 
lo and weak ſtate; but he appears afterw.rds to 
have completely recovered. He lived Pe of 
| | teen 
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DANIEL DE FOE. 13 
fifteen years after, and produced other works, 
But the ill uſage he. wet with, and the little en- 
couragement he received from that court from 
which he had ſo well deſerved, feems to have in- 
duced him from this time almoſt wholly to quit 
politicks, and to turn his attention to ſuch fubjects, 
and writing ſuch books, as would beſt procure him 
rn weuh Go 1 
In 171g he publiſhed, in 8vo, * The Family 

« Inſtructor, in three Parts. 1. Relating to Fathers. 
and Children: 2. To Maſters and Servants: 3. 

„ To Huſbands and Wives.” He afterwards added 
a- ſecond volume, in two parts; r. Relating to 
6 Family Breaches, and their obſtructing religious 
«@ Duties : 2. To the great Miſtake of mixing the 
« Paſſions in the managing and correcting of Chil» 
« dren: with a great 788 of Caſes relating to 
« ſetting ill Examples to Children and Servants.“ 
Of this work the ſeventeenth edition was publiſhed 
m 1772. 3 | | g 
In 1719, he publiſhed the moſt celebrated of all 
his performances, under the following title: The 
Life and ſtrange ſurprifing Adventures of Robinſon 

_ « Cruſoe of York, Mariner, who lived eight-and- 
twenty Years all alone in an uninhabited Hand on 
«© theCoaſt of America, near the Mouth of the great 
© River Orognoque ; having been caſt on Shore by 
* Shipwreck, wherein all the Men periſhed” but 
* himſelf: with an Account how he was at laſt 
* ſtrangely delivered by Pitates. Written by 
„ himſelf,” The fame year he publifhed, ** The 
* farther Adventures of Robinſon. Cruſoe ; brit 
* the ſecond and laſt Part of his Life, and of 
* the ſtrange ſurprizing Accounts of his Travels 
* round three Parts of the Globe: written by him- 
« ſelf.” And the following year” he 'publifhed# 

Vox. VII. E Serious 


* " 
: 
_ —— r . —— 


1+ CPS INT OF, 
* Serious Reflections, during the Life and ſurpriz- 
in Adventures o Robinſon ' Cruſt e 
N e Angelic World.“ Mr. Chalmers ob- 
ſerves, that the reception of this work was ** im- 
\. mediate and phiverſal ; and Taylor, who purchaſ- 
ed the manuſcript; aftet every bookſeller had re- 
; Fuſed it, is ſaid to have gained a thouſand pounds. 
; If it be inquired, by what charm it is that theſe 
- ſurprifing adventures ſhould have inſtantly pleaſed, 
and always pleaſed, it will be *fourid, that few 
books have ever ſo naturally mingled amuſement 
with, inſtruQtion. The attention is fixed, either 
by the fimplicity of the narration, or by the variety 
of the jncidents; the heart is mended by a vingica- 
tion of the ways of Gcd to man; and the d d 
; ing is eee e examples, how much 
utility ought to be preferred to ornament ; the 
young are inftriifted, while the old ate amuſed.” — 
It was the bappineſs of De Foe, that as many 
Writers have ſucceeded in relating enterprizes by 
land, he encelled in narrating adventures by ſca, 
with ſuch felicities of language, ſuch attractive va- 
rieties, ſuch infinuative inſtruction, as have ſeldom 
been equalled, but never ſurpaſſed.“ It has been 
;pretended, | that De Foe ſurteptitiouſſy appropri- 
:ated the papers. of Alexander Selkirk, a Scotch ma- 
-riner, who, having hved in a ſolitary rtianner on the 
- rafland of Juan Fernandes four years and four 
months, was relieved; at the beginning of the year 
2709, by captain Woodes Rogers, in his cruiſing 
voyage ronnd the world; and that this was the ori- 
gin of Robinſon Cruſe. But this charge againſt 
De Foe appears to be extremely unjuſt. He pro- 
bably, indeed, derived ſome general hiüts from the 
ſtory of Selkirk; but . he or any other man, 
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imaginations, aud, in 1721, publiſhed, in 8vo, 
The Fortunes and Misfortunes of the Famous 
Moll Flanders,” The following year, he pub 
e 2 being Hiſtorical Diſ- 
courſes on the., Neceſſity; of -, marrying. religious * 
Huſbands and Wives uy; As alſo of Huſbands 
and Wives being of the ſame Opinions 1 in Reli- 
gion with one another. With an Appendix. of 
the Neceſſity of taking none but religious Ser- 
vants, and a Propoſal for the better managing 
of Servants.“ This work has been ſo well rer 
ceived, that the . edition of it was pubr 
lihed. in 17 In 1733, he publiſhed, in vo. 
& The Hilber and remarkable Life of the truly 
honourable, Colonel Jacque, . commonly called 
Colonel Jack. This was followed, the next 
year. by The Fortunate Miſtreſs; or a Hiſtory 
* of the Life and vaſt Variety of Fortunes of 
** demoiſelle de Belau, afterwards called the Couh- 
teſs of Wintſelſheim Germany. Being the, - 
Perſon known by the . of. the Lady Roxana, 
in the Time of King Charles the Second.“ 8 wo 
In 1726, 05 publiſhed, in 8 vo, The, Political 
« Hiſtory of the Devil, as a ancient as modern, 
2 in 
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in two Parts. Part I. containing à State of the 
1 * Devil's Circumſtances, and the various Turns of 
** his Affairs, from his Expulſion out of Heaven, 
eto the Creation of Man; with Remarks on the 
1 ſeveral Miſtakes concerning the Reaſon and Man- 
* ner of his. Fall. Alſo his Proceedings with Man- 
* Kind ever ſince Adam, to the firſt planting of 
« the Chriſtian Church in the World. Part II. 
% containing. his more private Conduct, down to 
« the preſent Times. His Government, his Ap- 
„ pearances, his Manner of working, and the 
& Tools he works with.” Of this work the ſixth 
edition was printed in 1770. In 1727, he alſo 
publiſhed, in 8 vo, * The Compleat Engliſh Tradeſ- 
„ man; in ramiliar Letters, directing him in all 
4 the ſeveral Parts and Progreſſions of Trade, viz. 
& 1. Of acquainting him with Buſineſs during his 
« Apprenticeſhip. 2. Of writing to Correſpond- 
« ents in a Trading Style. * Of Diligence and 
Application, as the Life of all Buſineſs. 4. Cau- 
« tions againſt over - trading. 5. Of the ordinary 
„ Occaſions of a Tradeſman's Ruin; ſuch as ex- 
1 penſive Living, too early Marrying, innocent 
„ Diverſions, too much Credit, being above Buſi 
« neſs, dangerous Partnerſhips, &c. 6. Direc- 
tions in ſeveral Diſtreſſes of a 'Fradeſman when 
c he comes to fail. 7. Of Tradeſmen compound- 
ing with other Tradeſmen, &c. 8. Of Tradeſ- 
& men ruining one another by Rumours and Scan- 
* gal. 9. Of the cuſtomary Frauds of Trade, and 
<« patticularly of Trading Eyes. 10. Of Credit, and 
e how it is to be ſupported by Honeſty. 11. Of 
[ punctual paying Bills, and thereby maintaining 
Credit. 12. Of the Diguity and Honour of Trade 
in England, more tlian in other Countries, &c. 
The fanie year he publiſhed a ſecond volume of this 


work, 
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work, divided into two parts, the firſt part being | 
chiefly directed to the more experienced tradeſmen, ' © . | 
with cautions and advices to them after they are | 
3 and ſuppoſed to be grown rich; and the 
cond deſcribing the principles and foundation of 
the home-tradeiof Great Britain, with tables of our 
manufactures, calculations of the product, ſhip- 
ping, carriage of goods by land, nen from 
abroad, conſumption at home, &. 
he writings of De Foe were ſo numerous, that 
our limits will not permit us even ta attempt to 
give a complete liſt of them; and, indeed, the 
truth is, that with reſpect to ſome of the pieces at- 
tributed to him, it is difficult to aſcertain whether 
they were, or wete not, really written by him. 
But thoſe which we have mentioned were undoubt- 
edly his; and he was certainly the author of many 
others. He died on the 26th of April, 1731, in 
the pariſh, of St. Giles, Cripplegate. He left a 
widow, and ſeyeral children. His youngeſt daugh=! 
ter, Sophia, was married to Mr. Henry Baker, 
eminent for his ſkill in natural Cnowledge, and» 
author of two treatiſes an the microſ cope 
Mr., Chalmers ſays, De Foe has not yet out- 
lived his century, though he have out- lived molt: 
of his contemporaries. Vet the time is come, when 
he muſt be acknowledged as one of the ableſt, as 
he is one of the moſt captivating writers of which 
this Handcan boaſt.” “ As. a noveliſt, every one 
will place him in the; foremoſt rank, who conſiders 
his originality, his performances, and his purpoſe. 
The $hip of. Fools had, indeed, been launched in 
early times; but who, like De Foe, had ever cars + 
ried his reader to ſea, in order to mend the heart, 
and regulate the practice of lite, by ſh2wing his rea- 
—_ 3 * or how they wightequally 4 
ng 3 
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bertalled/ to ſuſtain his hero's trials as they failed 
round the world. But, without attractions, neither 
the originality, nor the end, can have any falutary 
conſequence. This he had foreſeen ; and for this 
be bas provided, by giving his adventures in a ſtyle 
p becauſe it is fimple; and ſo intereſting, 
becauſe it is particular, that every one fancies he 
could write a fimilar language. It was, then, idle in 
Boyer formerly, or in Smollett lately, to ſpeak of 
De Foe as à pari - toriter, in little eſtimation. The 
writings of no author ſince have run through more 
numerous editions. And be wheſe works have 
pPieaſed generally; and pleaſed Jong, muſt be deemed 
a writer of no {mall eſtimation ; the people's ver- 
dict being the proper teſt of what they are the pro- 
per judges.” . 3 ; 
De Foe had alfo great merit as a political writer; 
and as a commercial writer, Mr. Chalmers fays, 
that De Foe is fairly intitled to ſtand in the 
foremoſt rank among bis contemporaries, whatever 
may de their performances or their fame.” —* The 
diſtinguiſhing charaReriſtics of De Foe, as a com- 
mercial diſquiſitor, are originality and depth. He 
has many ſentiments, with regard to traffick, which 
are ſcattered through his Reviews, and which I 
never read in any other book.” “ Were we to 
compare De Foe with D'Avenant, it would be 
found, that D*Avenant has more detail from of- 
_ ficial documents; that De -Foe has more fat 
from wider inquiry. D'Avenant- is more apt to 
 confider laws in their particular application; De 
Foe more frequently inveſtigates commercial le- 
giſlation in its general effects. From the pub- 
lications of D'Avenant it is ſufficiently clear, 
that he was not very regardful df means, or 


very attentive to conſequences 3 De Foe is more 
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correct in his motives, and more ſalutary in his 
ends.“ ir f 4 $54 54145 5 
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* Authorities, Cibber's Lives of the Poets. 
Collection of the Writings of the Author of tlie 
True- born Engliſhman, 2 vols. 8 vo. Life of Da- 


niel De Foe, by George Chalmers, Eſq; originally 


written to be prefixed to the edition of the Hiſtory 
of the Union, publiſhed in 1786; and afterwards) 
enlarged, to be prefixed to a {ſplendid edition of 
Robinſon Cruſoe, in two volumes, 8yo. with fine 
plates, publiſhed by Mr, Stockdale in 1790. 
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a eee IA D. 1676, ta 1761. ] 


Po 1 8 eminent and e wine was the 
ſecons fon of the Rev. Mr. damuel Hoadly, 
and was born at Weſtram, in Kent, on the 14th of 
November, 1676. He was educatcd under the care 
of his father, who kept a private ſchool, till he 
was admitted of Catharine Hall, Cambridge, under 
Mr. Long, afterwards biſhop of Norwich. As 
ſoon as he had taken the degree of Maſter of Arts, 
he became a tutor, and diſcharged that office two 
years with'the bigheſt reputation. In 1698, he was 
admitted into deacon's orders by Dr, Compton, 
bithop of London; and into pijeft's orders in 
1700, by the Tame prelate. He was now appointed 
to the leQureſhip of St. Mildred in the Poultry, 
in which office be continued ten years ; officiating 
at the ſame time for Mr. Hodges, rector of St. 
Swi bin's, during his abſence at ſea as chaplain- 
general of the fleet in_1702. Iwo years after hc 
obtained the tectory of St. Peter's Poor, in Broad- 
ſtreet, London: and about this time he publiſhed Fl 
piece, intifaled, *<« The Reaſonableneſs of Confor- 
9 A8 my to tlie burch- of England,” &c. 
5705, Mr, Hoadly prgached a ſermon before 
60 Lost Mayor of London, which gave great of- 


fence to the Tories and Hen Churchmen. He 
e printed 
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printed the ſermon, and alſo defended it in 2 
piece, intituled, The Meafures of Submiſſion to 
<« the Civil Magiftrate conſidered: in a Defence of 
«the Doctrine delivered in a Sermon,” &c. The 
following year he preached a ſermon at the aſſizes at 
Hertford, which was printed under the title of 
„The Happineſs of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
« Unhappineſs of Abſolute Monarchy.” 
In 17509 Mr. Hoadly was engaged in a diſ- 
pute with Dr. Atterbury, concerning Paſſiue 
Obedience, occafioned by that Divine's Latin Ser- 
mon, entituled, <£* Concio ad Clerum Londinen- 
ſem, habita in Ecclefia S. Elphegi.” The Doctor. 
in a pamphlet entituled, * Some Proceedings in 
« Convocation, A. D. 1705, faithfully repreſented,” 
kad charged Mr. - Hoadly (whom he ſneeringly 
Calls the modeſt and maderate Mr. Hoadly) with. 
treating the body of the eſtabliſhed Clergy with 
language moredifdainful and reviling, than it would 
© have become him to have uſed towards hrs P:eſ- 
© byterian antagoniſt upon any provocation; charg- 
ing them with rebellion in the Church, whilſt hie 
* himſelf was preaching it up in the State.“ This 
induced Mr. Hoadly to ſet about a- particular ex- 
amination of Dr. Atterbury's Latin Sermon; whiclr' 
he did in a piece. entituled, * A large Anſwer to Dr. 
Atterbury's Charge of Rebellion, &c ;” wherein 
he endeayours to lay open the Doctor's artful“ 
management of the. controverſy, and to let the 
reader into his true meaning and deſign. This 
Anſwer,“ was added to another Treatife, entitled, 
The Original and Inſtitution of Civil Govern= 
ment diſcuſſed, viz, 1. An Examination of the 
* Patriarchial Government. 2. A Defence of Mr. 
'* Hooker's judgment, &c. againſt the Objedlions 
Jof ſeveral late Writers.“ —In this debate, Mr. 
Hoadly fignalized himſelf in a very high degree 
. | n and: 
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« by preſenting me to, the, ref 
then quſt vagant, to, 988 in! oor 
„That ſhe was neither aſh; 


* time. To her likewiſe he — 
his volume of ſermons, on 
„ ceptance;: and on the firſt, of. 5 1719. 
preached her funeral ſermon + in Streatham, church. N. 
Mr. Hoadly was the reputed, author of. ſeveral | 
occaſional. little political pieces thrown out at this: 
time, which were reprinted ſome years, after, in in 
one volume, and called A See Freml 
Pieces, printed in the year 1710 He. i 
diſtinguiſhed, himſelf, in the proper buſineſs of 5 
profethon, 'by, publiſhing «Several Diſcourſe es on 
the Terms of Acceptance. with God,“ &c. the 
occaſion and deſign of which he thus ex Mains, in a 
* addreſſed to the pariſhioners 0 St. Peter's 
oor ;—* It has been long my opinion,“ lays. he, 
that the bad lives-of Chriſtians ars not owing ſo 
«* „ moch to their i ignorance of what js truly 1. evil and. 
L as; to a certain,ſecret hop a God's, fayour,. 
K. bal WL ppop ſomething; ſepara! the conſtant 
ice. of all that is N an 4 iſeworthy. 
bes made me chooſe to (ES ome time in. 
6 * eſtabliſhing, after the 3 unexceptionable 1 man- 
net, the true grounds upon which onl is rea- 
«, ſonable to build our e e . 
and in demonſtrating the great danger an weak - 
„neſs of depending on any other methods. 
This publication was follow by ſome; Occafional 
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Pope (Clement XI.], giving him a particular Ac- 
& count of the State of Religion amongſt Proteſtants, 
and of ſeveral other Matters of Importance telat- 
ing to Great Britain,;”—2 celebrated performace, 
Which appeared about. this time under the name 
fs Sir Richard Steele, being annexed to that 
gentleman's.** Account of the State of the Roman. 
+ Catholic Religion throughout the World.“ 
Soon after the acceſſion of George the Firſt, our 
divine; was admitted and ſworn, king's chaplain ; 
having before been honoured with - the degree of 
doctor in divinity by archbiſhop Wake. This was 
a prelude to higher promotions, which were not 
long delayed; ſot in December, 1915, he was ap- 
pointed to the biſhoprick of Bangor, and conſe- 
cgated on the 18th of March following ; with which 
he held both his livings in Cen mendum. 
Ihe next year his lordſhip publiſhed a piece, in - 
tituled, A Preſervative againſt the Prineiples and 
Practices of the Nonjurors both in Church and 
State; or, An Appeal to the Conſciences and 
„Common Senſe of the Chriſtian Laity.“ And in 
the year 19417, he preached, before the king, his 
famous ſermon on he Nature of the Kingdom 
or. Church of Chriſt;?“ which being immediately 
printed. by ſpecial, command, ſo great offence was 
taken by the clergy at the doctrines therein delivered, 
that it Was teſol ved to proceed againſt him in convo- 
cation, as ſoon as ĩt ſhould fit—The lower houſe ac- 
coͤrdingly drew up their repreſentation, & c. but be- 
fore it eguld be brought into the upper houſe, that 
whole aflembly was proregued hy a ſpecial order 
from his majeity ; nor was it permitted to ſit. ot do 
any buſineis, ul the reſentmont entirely ſubſided. 
It was upon. the publication of:this ſermon, that 
eee Sasa which. Lear cor pak 
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name, commened in the event of which,” the 
death-ſtrohe as given to the principles of civit and 
eccleſtuſtichl tytamy. Dr. Snape's letter to the 
biſhop df Bangor on this'occafion” began the Bau- 
gorian controverſyg but it may be ſaid to llave 
taken its riſe ſtom the ſeizing à number of copies, 
of A Collect ion of Papers,“ written by Dr. Hickes, 
in un deſigned to inflame the p „and re- 
kindle an expiting rebellion, raiſed by the joint 
forces of Papiſts, Nonjurors, and Church of Eng- 
land- men who had ſworn to the government. This 
produced many defences of the Church of Eug- 
land; but none ſuch as the beſt friehds of the go - 
vernment and the Proteſtant religion could reſt ſa - 
tisſiod wirh, till the two laſt - mentioned pieces of the 
biſhop appeared. Theſe went to the root. He. 
ſhewed; from the plaineſt Seriptures, that Chtiſt alone 
was King in his on kingdom, and ſole Lawgiyer; 
that for his laws we muſt appeal to Him, 5 his 
inſpired followers — that he had declared his king- 
dom not to be of this world ; and that the ſanctionsofit 
were of the ſame ſpititual nature, not of this world; 
and tliat conſequently all encouragements and 
3 of this world were not what Chriſt, 
approved of} tending, as they did, to make men 
of one profeſion, not of one faith, hypocrites, 
not Chriſtians a Theſe tenets werr looked upon, 
though falſely, as deßigned againſt all eftabliſhmenrs, . 
aud that of the Church of England in particular; 
and tlio biſhop was attacked by the greateſt names 
in the Church for the beſt defences of both Church 
and State: Their real arguments and miſtepreſen- 
tations he ſohdly confuted?; their flanders;* calum- 
nies, and falſhobods, be forgive ;- fever a moment 
departing from the manly characters of the Chriſtian - 
divine, andithe accomplithed gentleman; making 
controverly what he wilhed-it, and what he 1 
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by-his exam N it might be. —the glory, nd Nos 


the thame, of Chriſtianity. 

- In1719, biſhop Hoadly publiſhed; in one vo- 
N 8vo, The. Common Rights of Subjects 
deſended; and the Nature of the Sacramental Teſt 
de red: in Anfwer to the Dean of Chicheſ- 
ter's (Dr. Sherlock) Vindication of the Corpora - 
tion and Teſt Acts.“ In the preface to this very 

able performance, biſhop Hoadly ſays, © The fol- 
lowing book is an anſwer to the moſt plauſible and 

ingemous defence that, I think, has ever yet been 
| publiſhed, of excluding men from their acknow- 
_ ledged civil rights, upon the account of their dif- 
ferences in religion, or in the circumſtances of re- 
gion; and of making the Sacrament ef the Lord's 
Supper, inſtituted by our Lord, for the remem- 
brance of himſelf, the inſtrument of this excluſion, 
by a new human inſtitution. The- biſhop after- 
wards ſays, In the courſe of his work the dean is 
repeatedly careful to obſerve, that, in vindicating 
the Teſt and Corporation Acts, he endeayours to- 
ñjuſtify the legiſlature, and to juſtify the laws of his 
country; which he ' repreſents me /arraigning and 
condemning. I beg leave, therefore,” here to tell 
bim, oace for all, that there was a time when the 
laws of this country were on the fide of a Popiſh. 
_ eſtabliſhment; and that the writing on any ſide of 
any law, as ſuch, is not a thing greatly tobe boaſted 
of; and that che whole of the queſtion is, Whe- 
ther the laws we defend be good and juſt; equitable 
and righteous ? and not whether; they be the laws. 
of the land or not? I ſhall alſo» dbſerve; that it is 
ſe far from being a crime, or an affront to any le- 
giſlature, to endeavout to ſhey the evil conſe- 
quences, or inequitableneſo, of any law now in- 
being, that all law- makers, Who act upon princi- 

mY of public juſtice and honour, cannot but 
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eſteem ĩt an advantage to have ſuch points had be- x 
fore them: and as to myſelf, Ifhall ever, I hope, eſ- — 
teem it as great an honour to contend againſt debaſ. 4 
ing any of Chriſt's inſtitutions into political engines? 
as others can do to plead on the ſide of an act of par- 
liament. And I ſhall add farther, that I enter into | 
this cauſe, both as à Chriſtian, and, I traſt, as | 
ane truly concerned for the publia good of the ſo-+ _,. 
cietyito which belong; confidering it not as the 
cauſe of at particular body of men, or any parti- | 
cular ſort of "Chriſtians diſtinct from others, but | 
as the cauſe of all men equally, and of all forts: 
of Chriſtians, Who, in ſeveral places; and at ſeve- 
ral times, have an equal intereſt in it.)!“ 
After having very particularly and ſatisfactorily | 
refuted" the different arguments advanced by the | 
dean, biſhop Hoadly© concludes in tlie following 
words: *©Þ have now examined Dr. Sberlock's at- | 
guments; fiſt; for the excluſion of good civil ſub- | 
je&s from offices merely upon account of their diſ- | 
aſtettion to à Church eſtabliſiment; or rather of 
their leſſer degree of affection for one Church than. 
for another + and then, for employing to this ſecu- 
lar purpoſe the commwnion, a. ſacred inſtitution of. 
our Lord himſelf, appointed ſor another purpoſe, 
wholly relating to another world: And 1 bave- 
ſhewn that his ments are inconfiſtent with the 
rights of all. Chriſtians, and contrary to nhe princi- | 
ples of the whole Reformation: that his plauſible | 
arguments for exdluſi ve laws, upon'ireligions conſis 
derationt, drawn from ſelfadefence, or ſormer be- 
haviourof predeerſſors huttihe Church of England 
itſehf in other places, times, and aocirgumſtances, as. 
much as they can pretend tou helpbhit here now: 
that theyuſtify the Hearliens excluſion of Chriſ- 
tians g the Papiſts exelufrorrof Htoteſtants; and the 
worſt of rote ſtamis excluſion of the r | 
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offices whenever power niay be in their hands. I 
have alſo thewn,” that it is a proſtitutiol of the 

Holy Sacrament, to appty it to a purpoſe of a dif- 
ferent nature fro wat the great inflitutor ſolemn- 
ly appropriated it-to and to make that the tool of 
this world, which he ordered to have reſpect only 
to another. And Þ have proved, that the Teſt and 
Corporation Acts are repugnant to reaſon and. to 
juſtice. = 5 8 av ** 25 17 Hy 

„What I have written may probably be miſre- 
preſented; but whatever imputations may be thrown 
out againſt me, neither the dean of Chicheſter, 
nor any one elſe, can rob me of the inward ſatiſ- 
faction I enjoy, in the fincere endeavours I have 
uſed, in this piece, and in my former writings, to 

opoſe and recommend fach principles, as may at 
ngth, with the aſhſtance of more able hands, ef- 
fectually ſerve to eſtabliſh the intereſts of our com- 
mon country, and our common Chriftianity, of 
human ſociety and true feligion, of the preſent 
generation and the lateſt poſteriry, upon one uni- 
form, ſteady, and confiftent foundation.” 

An abridgment of this work of biſhop Hoadly's 
was publiſhed in 8vo.'in 1787, under the following 
title: Biſhop | Hoadly:s Refatation of Biſhop 
Sherlock's Arguments againſt a Repeal: of the Teſt 
and Corporation Acts; wherein the Juſtice and 
Reaſonableneſs of fach a Repeal are clearly 
evinced.” * e 

In 1721, biſhop Hoadly was tranſlated to the ſee 
of Hereford ; and in 1923 was made biſhop of Sa- 
liſbury. In 1724, he publiſhed a. Viſitation Charge 
to the Clergy of the Dioceſe of Saliſbury. In 1732, 
he drew up An Account of the Life, Writings, 
and Character of Dr. Samuel Clarke ;” which was 
preſixed to the poſthumous works of that eminent 
divine, then firſt publiſned; — a laſting monument 
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ao the memory of his illuſtrigus friend !|—ln an 


he was advanced, on the death of Biſhop 
whom he had alſo ſucceeded at Saliſbury) 2 3H by 
oa rick of Wincheſter ; and in the following year 
he * ubliſhed a. celebrated treatiſe, entituled,. ** A 
plain Account of the Nature and End of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper; in which all the Texts 
in the New Teſtament relating to it, are produced 
and explained ; and the whole Podtrine about it is 
drawn from them alone.” -.... 

In this treatiſe, the right reverend de endea- 
voured to eſtabliſh and explain the true nature, end, 
and effect of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supp: r; 3 
and, in order to a more clear underſtanding o the 
ſubject, he treated it in ſuch a manner, as that all 
who are concerned might, he hoped, be led into the 
right way of judging about it; to which he endea- 
voured to guide, them, by directing and confining 
tbeir attention to all that is ſaid concerning this 

PV by thoſe who alone had any authority to de- 

Ki e nature of jt ;. 1 9 on the one Nast di- 
miniſhing, nor on the other augmenting, what is 
declared by them to 2 to it. As hy, maſterly 
braunen which w ag intended to repreſent one 
of our Lord 8 2 NL in its original fi mpli- 
city, limited the nature and effects of this poſitive 
rite to, the declarations 9, our Lord himſelf, when 
he inſtituted it, and to "thoſe of. br. Paul afterwards 
(the only. aac and authentic accounts), 5 Was 
conſe Wa eee to 05 commonly re- 

celvec opinions 10 peguliar efficacics Lap bens 
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judicious abridgment of this piece of biſhop 


Hoadly's was publiftied in 1774 by Dr. Diſhey. 
In sthe fear 1754, "biſhop Hoadly publiſhed a 


volume of his diſcourſes,” intituled, Sixteen Ser- 


mons formerly printed, now collected into one Vo- 


lume, &c. To which are added Six Sermons upon 


public Occafrons, never before printed, &c. And, 
in the following year, he publiſhed,  ** Twenty 
Sermons,” the fifſt nine of them preached before 
the King in Lent,” &c. His lordfhi concludes 


bis preface to the former volume (which he then 


thought his laſt publication) in terms which may 


as juſtly be applied to his labouts through life, as 


to that particular octaſion: If any ſhall judge 
{ſays he) from ſome diſcourſes in this volume, that 
F uſed to entertain my pariſhioners, in my dunday 
diſcourſes, with political and controverſial points, 


they will be as much miſtaken as many others 
Were heretofore diſappointed, who came to hear 
me with the fame notion. The Sermons on the 


Terms of Acceptance, printed long ago, may beſt 
ſhew in how plain and how? particular a manner [ 


- endeavoured to inſtract thoſe in whom Was moſt - 

_ nearly concerned. Phe vnty inferences in my own: 
favour, which I wiſh to be dran from what is now 

| ee ave; that” I never omitted any one pub- 


opportunitz in pr time and place, of de- 
fond and 1 the true and only foun- 
dation of all our civil liberties,” when it was every 
day moſt zealouſſy attacked; ad of doing alt in my 
power, that all the ſubjects of this government, 
and this royal family, ſhould underſtand and ap- 

rove of thoſe principles, upon which alone their 

appineſs is fixed; and without which it could nc- 


ver have been rightfally eſtabliſhed, and muſt in 


time fall to the ground: and alſo, that 1 was as 


ready, whenever occahion was offered, by the writ- 
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ings and attacks of unbelievers, and by the abſurd 
repreſentations of others, to defend a religion, moſt 
amiable in all its precepts, and; moſt beneficial to 
human ſociety, in the only way proper; by ſhew- 
ing it in its native light, with which it ſhines in the 
New Teſtament ſelf, free from all rhe falſe paint 
with which ſome, or the undeſerved dirt with 
which others, have covered it.“ „ 3451 5 

- Notwithſtanding the diſputes in which biſhop 
Hoadly had been engaged, he paſſed many years of. 
his life in great eaſe and tranquillity; but when he 
had attained to a very advanced age, his repoſe was 
cruelly and;unexpeQtedly difturbed by the villainous 
attempt of one Bernard Fournier (a-Popiſh convert 
and a curaie in Jerſey), to defraud him of no leſs a 
ſum than 8800l. by ſetting up a note of hand 
which he pretended to have received from his lord- 
ſhip. This iniquitous ſcheme was ſa. artfully con- 
trived, that, for the ſecurity of himſelf and his fa» - 
mily, the biſhop thought proper to file a bill in 
chancery againſt Fournier; and, aſter à long trial, 
it was decreed, That the note ſet up by the de- 
fendant, Fournier, againſt the plaintiff, the biſhop” 
of Wincheſter, ap to be, and is, a groſs fraud 
and-contrivance of the defendant Fournier,” This 
decree, however, did not deter or abaſh the defend- 
ant, who appears to have been dead to all ſenſe of. 
ſhame. He had ſtill the effrontery to-outbrave con- 
viction, and to treat the biſhop with unparalleled 
audacity; whereupon his lordſhip, finding that he 
continued to be troubleſome, and to enjoy, at the 
ſame time, the countenance of his old patron (Mr. 
Chevallier, a gentleman of character), judged it ne- 
ceſſary to publiſh a detail iof the proceedings, and 
his reaſonings upon them. This he accordingly 
did in the year 1758, in A Letter from the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter to ( at -Chevallier, Eſq.” wWwhere- 
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in he gave a very particular and ſpirited account of 
this extraordinary tranſaction, this complicated and 
wicked contrivance. The admirable accuracy and 
preciſion with which. his. lordſhip's narrative was 
penned, bore a pleaſing teſtimony to the vigour of 
his mental powers, and fhewed, that a venerable 
old age had nod yet exhauſted that-warmth and ſpi- 
rit peculiar to him; that ſpirit which, many years 
before; animated: the pen of liberty, and gave ſo 
great a check to civil and eccleſiaſtical tyranny.—It 
was indeed an aſtoniſhing performance, for a divine 
turned of eighty-one years of age; and he received 
many compliments on that account, both by viſits 
and. letters,” from ſeveral of the greateſt, lawyers of 
the: S. — b | WY " + 
We are informed by the Biſhop's Narrative, that 
Fournier pretended to be. a convert. from - Popery, 
and to have eſcaped from a monaſtery ; under which 
retence he found it not difficult to raiſe patrons in 
Fngiagd ; the common. receptacle , of — and 
adventurers of all ſorts. In May, 1740, he was 
introduced to the biſhop, with whom he lodged an 
appeal from a ſentence given in the Eccleſiaſtical 
Foun of Jerfe „by the dean of Jerſey and his aſ- 
ſſors. iſhop being of opinion, that the ſen- 
tence: was juſt, and finding his appeal irregular in 
point of time, adviſed him to go to his curacy, and. 
ſpend no more of his money and time upon ſuch an 
affair. But he alleging that the irregularity pro- 
ceeded from the refuſal. of his appeal by the court 
below, and being importunate, the biſhop, with 
great good - nature, told him, that he ſhould write 
to the dean, to know the reaſon of ſuch, refuſal; 
and that ſo ſoon as he ſhould receive an anſwer, he 
would, if Fournier ſtill inſiſted upon it, give him his 
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Soon after the biſhop went to Farnham, and 
during his ſtay in the country, Fournier forced 
him into a correſpondence. by letters about his 
gauſe, When he came to town, he told Fournier, 
that he ſaw no reaſon to alter his judgment; and 
added, that is was neceſſary for him to go immedi» 
ately to his curacy in Jerſey, or to quit it. To this 
Fournier made no objeQion, but ran into com- 
plaints about the expences of his cauſe, and of his 
journey, &c. whereupon, the biſhop generouſly 
gave him five guineas to affiſt him in his return 3 
hoping their intercourſe would now be at an end. 
We ate farther told that, in the year 1741, Four- 


nier arteſted the dean of Jerſey 5 four promiſſory 


notes; but that the dean made oath they were à 
forgery: upon which affidavit Fournier's own at- 
torney had the honeſty to decline the cauſe. This 
diſappointment, however, did not ſhock the coun 
rage or conſcience of this ſcrupulous, convert; for, 
ſoon after, the biſhop diſcovered that he had ſhewn 
2 note over his name, for no leſs a ſum than 88o0l. 
In ſome time the biſhop found means to gain a 
fight of this note, together with thoſe over the 
dean's name, which were brought to him by one 
Mr. Tyrrell, © accompanied with a clergyman. 
Tyrrell preſſed the biſhop to burn theſe notes, 


that their falfity might not,” as he ſaid, ** appear in 
a'court of Juice 10 855 man's utter zuin. The 
biſhop, however, had too much diſcretion to follow 
ſuch inconſiderate advice. ES 
His lordſhip then takes notice of the various and 
inconſiſtent ffories which Fournier told concernin 
the conſideration of this note; and in particular of 
the contradictory accounts which at different times, 
he gave to Mr, Chevallier himſelf, But notwith - 
ſtanding all theſe variations and falſchoods, Four- 
wer was hardy enough to brave the biſhop, and 
4 1 . defy a 
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deſy detection: upon which his lordſhip (as we 
have ſeen) was obliged to call him and his note 
into chancery, where he obtained a judgement 
in his fayour, together with all coſts of ſuit, 
amounting to 1 50l. and upwards, The circum. 
ſtances, which inconteftably proved the note to 
be counterfeit, are very accurately related by his 
lordſhip; and it appeared from the particulats, 
which were confirmed by depofitions in the cauſe, 
that the ingenious Mr. "Fournier had drawn up at 
leaſt three notes over the biſhop's name, on the 
franks in which his lordſhip's letters were incloſed 
when he was artfully led into an epiſtolary corre- 
ſpondence. In ſhort, the concurring evidence of his 
_ guilt was more than ſufficient to warrant the decree 
of a court of equity againſt Fournier. 
Our prelate, with ſome warmth, expreſſes his 
amazement that Mr. Chevallier, who had the cha- 
racer of a man of unblemiſhed integrity, ſhould 
patronize Fourniet after the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
his guilt, even from the conttadictions which he 
heard from his own mouth; and he imputes a part 
of the trouble be had in the affair to this en- 
couragement and protection. He likewiſe, with 
great tenderneſs, takes notice of ſome inconſiſten- 
cies and contradictions in Mr. Chevallier; and con- 
chades, with a truly Chriftian temper, that he for- 
gives him as fully and as fincerely as it is his duty 
to do. e PETE 27 ECg 

"Biſhop Hoadly- died at the great age of cighty- 
five, 94; — 2 at Chelſea, 15 the Tp of April, 
1761. He was a man of great abilities, which he 
employed in the ſervice of religion, and in pro- 
moting the common rights of mankind; and his pri- 
vate character was very amiable. He was twice 
married; and by his firft lady he had five children. 
His ſon Benjamin became a phyſician, and was > 
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thor of the celebrated comedy, called The Suſ- 
picious Huſband.” Another of his ſons, Dr. John 
Hoadly, became chancellor of the dioceſe of Win- 
cheſter. He was editor of a complete edition of 
the works of his father, which was publiſhed in 
three volumes, folio, in 1773. 15 
A few years before biſhop Hoadly's death, the 
following ode was addreſſed to him by Dr. Akenſide; 
and which, it has been obſerved, is a more laſting 
monument in honour of him, than that which was 
executed by Mr. Wilton, and erected to his me- 
mory in the cathedral of Wincheſter: : 


Ove 10 the Right Rev. Dr. Bexjanin HoADbry 
Q B bop of Wincheſter, KA 
x IF 7 A 


For toils which patriots have endur'd, 
For treafon quelPd and laws ſecur'd, 
In every nation Time diſplays 
Ihe palm bf honourable praiſe. 
Envy may rail; and faction fierce 
May ſtrive: but what, alas, can thoſe 
(Tough bold, yet blind and ſordid foes) 
To gratitude and love oppoſe, 
To faithful ſtory and Does verſe ? 
1. 2. 
O nurſe of freedom, Albion, ſay, 
Thou tamer of deſpotic ſway, _ 
What man, -among thy ſons around, 
Thus heir to glory haſt thou found? 
What page, in all' thy annals bright, 
Haſt thou with purer joy ſurveyd 
Than that where truth, by Hoadly's aid, 
Shines through the deep unhallow'd ſhade | 
Ut.kingly fraud and ſacerdotal night? Sy 
\ / $ 3. N 
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gs BENJA MIN HOADLY, 
I, 
To him the Teacher bleſsd 
Who ſent religion, from the palmy field 
y Jordan, like the morn to cheer the weſt, 
And lifted up the veil which heaven from earth 
| * conceal'd, | 
'To Hoadly thus he utter'd his beheſt: 
"66 Go thou, and reſcue my diſhonour'd law 
From hands rapacious and from tongues im- 
1 pure: 
Let not my peaceful name be * 2 lure 
„The ſnares of ſavage tyranny to aid: 
& Let not my words be impious chains to draw 
The free-barn ſoul, in more than brutal awe, 
© To faith without * - allegiance ö 
I. | 
| No cold nor unperforming hand * 
Was armid by heaven with this command, 
The world ſoon felt it: and, on high, | 
To William's ear with welcome j Joy 
Did Locke among the bleſt unfold 
The riſing hope of Hoadly's name: 
Godolphin then confirm'd the fame; 
And Somers, when from earth he came, 
And yaliant Stanhope Re fair fequel told. 
F — 2+. 
Then drew the law-givers around 
_ {Sires of the Grecian name renown'd), . 
And liſtening aſk'd, and wondering knew, 
What private force could thus ſubdue |» 
The vulgar and the great combin'd ;. 
Could war yith ſacred Fur wage; 
Could a whole nation diſengage 
From the dread bonds of many an age, 
And to yew n the public e 
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For not a conqueror's ſword, oY 

Nor the ſtrong powers to civil founders known, 

Were his: but truth by faithful ſearch rxpior'd, 
And focial ſenſe, hke ſeed, in genial plenty lown, 

Wherever it took root, the foul (reſtor'd 
To freedom) freedom too for others ſought, 

Not monkiſh craft the tyrant's claim divine, 
Not regal zeal the bigot's cruel ſhrine, _ © 
Could longer guard from reaſon's warfare ſage; | 

Not the wild rabble to ſedition wrought, 

Not ſynods by the. papal genius taught, RY 
Nor St. John's ſpirit 8 nor Atterbury's rage. 

s Ts, bs #3 | 
But where ſhall recompence be found ? 
Or how ſuch arduous merit crown'd ? 
For look on life's laborious ſcene : * 
What rugged ſpaces lie between 1 
Adventurous Virtue's early toils. - 0 
And her triumphal throne ! The ſhade 
Of death, mean time, does oft invade 
Her progreſs; nor, to us diſplay'd, 
Wears the bright A ep her expected ſpoils. . 
a 2 1 „ 2, | 942 
Yet born to conquer is her power: .4 
—OQ Hoadly, if that favourite hour 8 
On earth arrive, with thankful awe + | 
We own juſt heaven's indulgent law, 
And proudly thy ſucceſs behold ; © _ 
We attend thy reverend length of days 
With benediction and with praiſe, .- 
And hail thee in our public ways 23 
Like ſome great wits fam'd in ages old. 
| Hz. | 2 
While thus our —— prolong 5 | 

Thy ſteps on earth, and when by us reſign'd 

Thou join'ſt thy ſeniors, that heroic throng 
Vor, VII. SON a Whe _ 
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98 BENJAMIN HOADLY. 
Who, reſcu'd or preſerv'd the rights of human kind, 


O! not unworthy may thy Albion's tongue 


Thee ſtill her friend and bee name: 
O never, Hoadly, in country's eyes, 

May impious gold, or ar duc 'S gaudy prize, 
Make public virtue, public freedom vile: 
Nor gur on manners tempt us te diſclaim 
Thar heritage, our nobleſt wealth and fame, 
Which thou haſt kept intire from force and fac- 


HORS 


*. * Authorities. "Biographia Britannica, Bri- 
iſh Biography, | 8yo. vol. IX. 


1 99 1 


Taz LIFE or. 


' EDWARD YOUNG, LL. p. 
(A. D. 1687, to 7 


R EDWARD YOUNG was born in the 
year 1684, at E in Hampſhire, of - 
which — his father, Edward Young, dean 
of Sarum, was then rector. At a proper age he was 
ſent to Wincheſter-ſchool, where he became 2 
ſcholar upon that foundation. From thence he 
was removed to Oxford; and, according to the 
ſtatutes of each foundation, admitted of New Col- 
lege in the year 1703 ; but being ſuperannuated, and 
there being no fellowſhip vacant, he removed, be- 
fore the expiration of the year, to Corpus Chriſti . 
College, where he entered himſelf a gentleman} 
commoner. In 1708, he wgs put into a law-fel- 
lowſhip at All Souls by archbiſhop Tenniſon, into 
whoſe hands it came by a devolution. In confe- 
quence of this preferment, in 1714. he took the 
degree of bachelor of laws; and in 1719 he be- 
came a doctor of laws. Two years after this, he 
was prevailed upon by the duke of Wharton, who 
patronized him, to offer himſelf a candidate for 
member of parliament for the borough of Cirenceſ- 
ter ; ory in this attempt OY was unfucoriifal. 
— 
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In the mean time he had applied himſelf to the 


- ſtudy of poetry with ſuch ſucceſs, that he pro- 


* . 


_ ſerved. 


duced, the ſame year, a Tragedy, called © Bufiris,” 


which was ated with great applauſe; and, in 1721, 
this play was followed by another, entituled, I he 


Revenge,“ which is eſteemed his beſt dramatic per- 


formance, and 42 met with the reception it de- 
He afterwards brought a third tragedy 
upon the Rage, entituled, The Brothers,” which 


was alſo ated with applauſe. 


About the 21723; our author publiſhed, © A 
Poem on the Laſt Day, in Three Books ;” which, 
coming from the pen of a layman, was honoured 
with peculiar applauſe. This production was ſoon 
followed: by another; entitulecd, The Force of 
Religion; or Vanquiſhed Love; A Poem, in Two 
Books; which was well received by the publick in 
general, and was particularly pleaſing to the noble 
Family who were more immediately intereſted in the 
ſubjec of his verſe. A 

As a poet, Dr. Young: has other and far better 
claims upon poſterity for reputation than what ariſe 
from theſe performances; but, whatever may be 
their intrinsic merit, they ſerved to introduce him 
to tlie notice of ſeveral of the nobility; and the 
turn of bis mind leading him to divinity, he quitted 


TE the fudy of the law, and entering into holy, orders 


Was appointed chaplain, in ordinary to king George 


._  the;ſecond, in the year 1728. The ſame year he 


diftinguiſhed himſelf as a profſe-writer, by publiſh- 
ing A Vindication of Providence: Or, A true 
Eſtimate of Human Life: in which the Paſſions are 


conhdered-in a nrw. Light.“ Theoccafion-which 


firſt ſuggeſted this ſubject to him was, as he himſelf 


informs us, the death of the king (George the 


Firſt) ; an event which led him into a variety of 


reflections that are, in general, extremely juſt ; and 
* | RES | a 


| 'D l N 8. 101 
as they are by no means drawn from books, but 
from the life, they have alſo an air of origin ality 
which renders them the more ſtriki gg. 

In the year 1730, Dr. Voung was preſented 
by his college to the valuable rectory of Welwyn in 


Hertfordſhire ; and his fellowſhip being vacated by "3340 


this preferment, he entered ſoon after into a mar- 
riage with the lady Betty Lee, widow of Colonel 
Lee, and daughter to the earl of Litchfield ; a lady of 
excellent endowments, and great ſweetneſs of temper. 
In the mean time, the duties of the clerical pro- 
feſſion had not entirely withdrawn his attention 
from thoſe elegant purſuits to which he was 'at- 
tached by nature and education. Polite literature 
ſtill attracted his regard; and, amidſt his feverer 
2 he continued to cultivate his poetical ta- 
ent. 0 | | 3 
His ſatires, which were entituled, “The Love of 
Fame, or the Univerſal Paſſion,” and which were” 
at firſt ſeparately printed in folio, at different 
- times, were well received by the publick ; but 
his moſt celebrated performance is his Night 


- 


Thoughts.” Dr. Young's lady had two children by | | Zh 


her former huſband, a ſon and a daughter, whoſe 
amiable. qualities ſo entirely engaged his affections. 
that he loved them with all a father's fondneſs; and 
as ſhe had alſo brought him a fon, his domeſtic 
felicity was complete; but, in the year 1741, it 
was ſuddenly and irretrievably interrnpted by the 
death of his wife, her ſon, and daughter, who were 
all taken from him within a ſhort time of each 
other. This was an affliction which called for 
every conſolation that reaſon and religion could in- 


ſpire; and how deeply he was affected by his loft, 


and what painful ſtruggles he underwent before he 
could regain any tolerable tranquillity of mind, is 
evident from the Night Thoughts,“ that cele- 

45 F 3 Nope brated ©. 
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2 poem, which was occaſioned by this ca- 
lamity. | | 
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NN otwithſtanding the blemiſhes and defects of this 


performance, which are numerous and ſtriking, 
| there was ſomething in it ſo peculiarly noble and 


auguſt, that, at its firſt appearance, it was received 
with unbounded applauſe ; and, without doubt, its 
yarious and tranſcendent beauties will be contem- 


' Plated with admiration and delight by a very re- 


mote poſterity. 


„178. be ubliſhed, in 8yo. 4* The . 
not fabulous. In Six Letters to a Friend, on the 


Life in Vogue.” An explanation of this ſingular 
title will throw ſome light on the nature of the 
Work; and the author himſelf has thus given it to 
his; readers: The men of pleaſure, fays he, 


the licentious and profligate are the ſubject of 
theſe letters: andþin ſuch, as in the fabled Centaur, 


the brute runs away with the man; therefore I call 


them Centaurs. And further 1 call them Centaurs 


not fabulous, becaufe by their ſcarcely half-human 
conduct and character, that enigmatical and purely 


ideal figure of the ancients} is not nnriddled only, 


but realized In the firſt four letters he attempts 
to make the infidel and the voluptuary ſehfible of 
their error, and to recommend belief and virtue, 
in the room of doubt and diſſoluteneſs. In the 
filth and fixth he treats of theſe five points ; Life's 
Review; The general Cauſe of Security in Sin; 
Thouzhts for Age; The Dignity. of Man; The 
Centaur's Reſtoration to Humanity.“ The three 
firſt of theſe points, he tells his correſpondent, 
were naturally ſuggeſted to him by the world's wick- 
edneſfs, and their own; and * their advanced time 
of life. The fourth, viz. The Dignity of Man, 


es he, is naturally ſuggeſted by the. notoriety of 
is rexerſe in thoſe for whole ſake theſe letters are 


princi- 


„ A 
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prinejpally written. And the fifth Point, vir. 
Me Centaur's Reftoration to Humanity is forcibly 
impoſed on me by the n b eye, op hangs > 
fuch'an event 1s ble. 

The general ſtrain of theſe letters is ſtrongly FEY 
rafteriſtic of the author of tlie Night Thoughts;” * 
notwithſtanding an air of gaiety, and even levity, 
which is occaßhonally aſſumed ; and they are, in 
many inſtances, diſtinguiſhed by a ſtriking origi- 
nali +a ſentiment, and peculiar brillianey of ex- 

re f 
N As Br. Young poſſeſſed ſo much merit, and had 
been appointed chaplain to king George II. ſo early 
as the year 1728, it has juſtly been thought extra- 
ordinary that he never obtained any preferment in 
the church, but ended his days upon a living, 
which came to him from his college without any. 
favour. To ſatisfy curiofity of this kind, ſays 
Mr. Herbert Croft, is, at this diſtance of time, 
far from eaſy. Ihe parties themſelyes know not 
often, at the inſtant, why they are neglected. The 
negle& of Young is by ſome -afcribed to his having 
attached himſelf to the prince of Wales, and to 
his having preached an offenfive ſermon at St. 
James's. It has been told me, that he had two 
hundred a year in the late reign, by the patronage 
of Walpole; and that, whenever the king was re- 
minded of "Young, the. only anſwer was, be has 
a penſion,” All the light 'thrown on this inquiry 
by the following letter from Secker, only ferves to 
ſhew us at what a late period of life the author of 
the Night Thoughts o licited preferment. 


„ Deanry of N Paul's, uly 8, 1 
Good Dr. Yoolta, ec 788. 
have long wondered, that more ſoitable How 
tice'of TR great merit hath not been taken by 2] 
F 4 Bas 8 
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ſons in power. But how to remedy the omiſſion, 
I fee not. No encouragement hath ever been given 
me to mention things of this nature to his majeſty. 
And therefore, in all likelihood, the only — 
Auence of doing it would be weakening the little 
+ influence which elſe 1 may poſſibly have on ſome 
other occaſions. | Your fortune and your reputa- 
tion. ſet you above the need of advancement; and 


. Jour ſentiments above that concern for it, on your 
on account, which, on that of the publick, is 


ſincerely felt by 1 
r 1 ving e 
InoO. CAxr.“ 


About two years before this he publiſhed a proſe 
piece of great merit, entituled, Conject ures on 
Original Compoſition, in a Letter to the Author of 
Sir Charles Grandiſon,” In this performance, 
king of the pleaſures of compoſition, Dr. 
Young ſays, To men of letters, and leiſure, it is 
not only a noble amuſement, but a ſweet refuge; 
it improves their parts, and promotes their peace; 
it opens a back · door out of the buſtle of this buly, 
and idle world, into a delicious garden of moral 


and intellectual fruits and flowers; the key of 


- which is denied to the reſt of mankind. When 
tung with idle anxieties, or teazed with fruitleſs 
- impertinence, or yawning over infipid diverſions, 
then we lec the bleſſings of a lettered receſs, With 
' What a guſt do we retire to our diſintereſted 
and immortal friends in our cloſet, and find our 
minds, when applied to ſome favourite theme, as 
__— and as eaſily quieted and refreſhed, as 

© a peeviſh child (and peeviſh children are we all till 
we fall aſleep) when laid to the breaſt ! Our happi- 
neſs no longer lives on charity; nor bids fair for a 

. all, by leaning on that moſt precarious and — 

- Fat 5 "4 . Pillow, 
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pillow, another's pleaſure for our repoſe,” How ins 
dependent of the world is he, who can daily find 
new acquaintance, that at once entertain and im- 
prove him in the little world, the minute but fruit 
ful creation of his own mind! _ - 
. 45. Theſe advantages compoſition affords us, whe- 
ther we write ourſelves, or, in more humble 
amuſement, perufe the works of others. While 
we buſtle through the thronged walks of public 


life, it gives us a reſpite, at leaſt from care; a 


pleaſing pauſe of refreſhing recollection. If the 
country is our choice, or fate, there it reſcues us 
from floth and ſenſuality, which, like obſcene ver- 
min, are apt gradually to creep unperceived into 
the delightful bowers of our retirement, and to 


poiſon all its ſweets. Conſcious guilt robs the roſe 
of its ſcent, the lily of its luſtre, and makes an 


Eden a deflowered and diſmal ſcene. 


« Moreover, if we confider life's endleſs evils, 
what can be more prudent than to provide for con- 


ſolation under them? A confolation under them 


the wiſeſt of men have found in the pleafures'of 


the pen; witneſs, among many more, I hucydides, 


Kenophon, Tully, Ovid, Seneca, | Pliny the 


Younger, who ſays,  ** in uxoris infirmitate, & 
amicorum periculo, aut morte turbatus, ad ſtudia, 


nnicum. doloris levamentum, confugio.” And 
why not add to theſe their modern equals, Chau- 


cer, Rawleigh, Bacon, Milton, Clarendon, under 
the ſame ſhield, unwounded by misfortune, and 
nobly fmiling in diſtreſs ? v 


„ Compoſition was a cordial to theſe under the 


frowns of Fortune; but evils there are, which her 
imiles cannot prevent, or cure. Among theſe 
are the languors of old age. If thoſe are held ho- 
nourable; who in a hand benumbed by time have 


F 5 | - ſhall 
1 


graſped the juſt ſword in defence of their countty 


ing this natural gloomineſs of temper, he was ſo 
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mall they be leſs eſteemed, whoſe unſteady pen vi- 
brates to the laſt in the cauſe of religion, of virtue, 
af learning? Both theſe are happy in this, that by 
fixing their attention on objects moſt important, 
they eſcape numberleſs little anxieties, and that - 
dium vita which often hangs ſo heavy on its even- 


7 ing hours.” 


Dr. Voung's laſt performance was a poem, enti- 
tuled, The Refignation,” which is inferior to 


| his other works, and was publiſhed not long be- 
fore his death, which happened at Welwyn, on 


the 12th of April, 1765. He was buried under the 


Altar piece of that pariſh-church, by the fide of his 


wife. His fortune, which was confiderable, he left 
to his only fon, with ſome parts of whoſe conduct 
he had been much diſpleaſed, but to whom he was 
at laſt reconciled. It has been ſaid, that the cha- 


rater of Lorenzo in the Mei Thoughts was intended 


by Dr. Young for his ſon ; but this appears to be 
entirely without foundation; for the doctor's ſon 
was only ſeyen years of age when the character of 
Lorenzo, in the Night T houghts,” was firſt pub- 
liſhed. In juſtice to Dr. Young's ſen, it ſhould 
alſo be obſerved, that, whatever might be the faults 
or foibles of his youth, he now bears a very re- 
lpectahle character. 


Dr. Young was a man of conſiderable genius, of 


great piety, and of amiable and virtuous manners 


Ai private life. The turn of his mind was natu- 


zally. ſolemn; and, during his reſidence in the 
country, he commonly ſpent fome hours in a day 
amongſt the tombs in his own church-yard. His 


Converſation, as well as his writings, generally 


bad a reference to the life after this; and the ſame 
diſpoſition diſcovered itſelf even in the improve- 
ments of his rural abode; And yet, notwithſtand- 


| fond 
3: | 
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fond of innocent amuſements, that he inſtituted 
an aſſembly and a bowling-green in his pariſh, 
which he frequently honoured with his preſence.— 
In the earlier part of his life, he had been inti- 
' mately acquainted with ſome of the firſt perſons in 
the polite and learned world; but he ſurvived al- 
moſt all of them many years. . 

Dr. Young's greateſt fault was too great a pro- 
penſity to flatter perſons in high ftations, and thoſe 
from whom there was any probability of his ob- 
taining preferment. He LF i betimes, and obliged 
his domeſticks to join with him in the duty of 
morning-prayer. In his youth; as well as after- 
wards, he was often diſtinguiſhed by ſomewhat of _ 
ſingularity in his manners. It. is a traditionary re- 
port at Oxford, that, when he was compoſing, he 
would ſhut up his windows, and ſit by a lamp even 
at mid- day; and that ſculls, bones, and inſtru- 
om of death, were among the ornaments of his 

udy. : 5 

In 1762, Dr. Young, publiſhed a collection of 
fuch as he thought the beſt of his works in four vo- 
lumes, 12mo. under the title of The Works of 
the Author of the Night Thoughts.” A fifth vo- 
lume was publiſhed after his death. J e 


*,* Authorities. Biographia Britannica. Britiſh | 
Biography. 8vo. vol, IX. Johnſon's Lives of the, 
Poets, r's Biographia Draimatica,  _— 
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"SAMUEL RICHARDSON: 


l. D. 1689, to 1761.] 


18 ſaid to have been the ſon of a farmer in 
Derbyſhire. Of the carlier part of his life few par- 


P TT HIS ingenious writer was born in 1689, and 


ceived much inſtruction in the learned languages; 


but being brought up to the profeſſion of a printer, 


he carried on that buſineſs for a long ſeries of years, 
with. great reputation, in Salifbury-court, Fleet- 
fireet. When the duke of Wharton, about the 


Fear 1723, was active in ee to the court; 
e 


-- and, in order to make him 


for a 


If popular in the city, 
became a member of the Wax. chandlers company; 
Mr. Richardſon was his printer, and was much 
favoured by him, though he differed from the duke 
In his principles. He printed for that nobleman, 

tho time, -a political paper, called The 
True Briton,” which was publithed twice a week; 


but he ſoon declined having any concern in that 
| l from an unwillingneſs to ſubject him- 
if 


to any proſecution from the government. He 


5 printed for ſome time a news-paper, called“ The 


. Daily Journal;” and afterwards © The Daily 
| ul; | 4-54 


SAMUEL RICHARDSON. og 
Gazetteer. He was patronized by Mr. Onflow, - 
ſpeaker of the Houſe of Commons; and by his 
intereſt was appointed to print the firſt edition of 
« The Journals of the Houſe of Commons.“ Mr. 
Onſlow had an high eſteem for him; and it is ſaid, 
that he would have procured for him ſome honour- 
able and profitable office under the government; but 
Mr. Kichardſon, whoſe buſineſs was extenſive and 
lacrative, neither defired, nor would accept of, any 
thing of that kind. LEI 

In the year 1740, he publiſhed his celebrated 
.romance, entituled Pamela, which procured him 
both fame and profit. It appears, from a letter of 
Mr. Aaron Hilt's to David Mallet, that the latter 
had ſuſpected that Mr. Hill had a hand in this 
performance. The paſſage in Mr. Hill's letter, 
which is dated January 23, 1741, is as follows: 

% You aſk me, in your poſtſcript, whether you are 
right in gueſſing, there are ſome traces of my hand 
in Pamela? No, Sir, upon my faith, I had not 
any (the minuteſt ſhare) in that delightful nur- 
ſery of virtues. The ſole and abſolute” author: - 
is Mr. Richardſon of Saliſbury-Court ; and fuch 
an author too he is, that hardly mortal ever 
matched him for his eaſe of natural power. He 
ſeems to move like a calm ſammer ſea, that, 
ſwelling upward, with unconſcious deepnels, lifts 
the heavieſt weights into the ſkies, and ſhews no 
ſenſe of their incumbency. He would, per- 
haps, in every thing he fays or does, be more in 
nature than all men before bim, but that he has -- 
one fault to an unnatural exceſs—and that is, 
modeſty, The book was publiſhed many months 
before I ſaw or heard of it; and when he ſent 
it me, among ſome other pieces, it came with- 
out the ſmalleſt hint that it was his, and with _ 
a grave apology, as for a trifle of ioo light a 

5 ſpecies. 
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ſpecies. I found out whoſe it was by the re- 
ſembling turn of Pamela's expteſſions, weighed 
with ſome which I had noted as peculiar in 
his letters: yet very loth he was, a long time, to 
confeſs it. And, to ſay the leaſt I can, of qua- 
lities which he conceals with as much fear as 
if they were ignoble ones, he is ſo boneft, open, 
- generous, and great a thinker, that he cannot in 
has writings paint a virtue that he needs look 
farther than his heart to find a pattern for. Let 
me not, therefore, rob him for a moment, in 
o juſt a mind as yours, by interception of his 
. praiſes. The glory is, and ought to be, his 
only. And I am much miſtaken in the promiſe 
of his genius, or Pamela (all lovely as ſhe is, in 
her unheeded, haſty dreſs) is but a dawning to 
the day he js to give us.” | 
In 1749 he publiſhed his moſt celebrated perform- 
ance, his Clarifla, in ſeven volumes, 8vo. In one of 
Mr. Hill's letters to Mr. Richardſon, on the publica- 
tion of this work, are the following paſſages: Your 
Clarifia © is full of varied and improving beauties, 
of fuch ſtriking force, that they monopolize my 
thoughts, and every thought throughout my fa- 
mily.— They give a body, and material tangibi- 
lity, to fancy! take poſſeſſion of the ſleep, and 
dwell, like birdlime, on the -memory !—We are 
"acquainted with, and ſee, and know, with the 
compleateſt intimacy, each man, maid, woman, 
tree, houſe, field, ſtep, incident, and place, 
throughout this exquiſite creation! — We agree, 
and every day, afreſh, remark to one another, that 
we can find no difference at all, in the impreſſion 
of things really done, and paſt, and yecollefted 
by:us—and the things we read of, in this intellec- 
tual world, which you have naturalized us into.” 
never open you, without new proof - 85 
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1 have a thouſand times aſſerted, that you ate a 
ſpecies in your ſingle ſelf, that never had, nor will 
have, equal; ſuch a glowing 1kill you bave to call 
out life, and paint the features of the ſoul ſo ſpeak- 
ingly !—to conjure up, into the compaſs of ſo 
ſmall a circle, ſuch innumerable ſpecimens of 
every humour, every paſſion !—all the repreſen- 
tative diſplays of nature !” | 
« Inſtead of viewing you engroſſed by a diurnal - 
round of the ſame buſineſs, one would think you 
had been verifving the ſtory of the wandering Jew, 
and gathering all the fruits of ſeventeen active ages, 
in all climates, and through all diverſities of con- 
verſation. But you have peculiarly, a nameleſs 
ſtrength, in locally impreſſive imagery, that goes 
beyond whatever was conceived by a poetic fancy! 
A certain happy force, of ſtarting life from fome 
quick tranſient glance, that opens its whole like- 
nels at a flaſh, and ſtamps, it with a not to he re- 
ſiſted permanency. Your moral hints are ſudden, 
like ſhort lightning ; and they ſtrike with the 
ſ me force and ſabtilty.!” tee 
In 1753 he publiſhed his Hiſtory of Sir Charles 
« Grandiſon,” in eight volumes; which poſſeſſes a 
very high degree of merit, though it is thought not 
quite equal to his Clarifla, Dr. Warton ſays, 
Of all repreſentations of madnels, that of Clemen- 
tina, in the Hiſtory of Sir Charles Grandiſon, is 
the moſt deeply intereſting. I know not whether 
even the madneſs of Lear is wrought up, and ex- 
preſſed by ſo many little ſtrictures of hature and 
genuine paſſion. Shall I ſay it is pedantry to prefer 
and compare the madneſs of Oreſtes in Euripides 
to this of Clementina "if 7 7 5 
The year after the publication of this work, Mr. 
Richardſon became maſter of the Stationer's com- 


any. In 1760 he purchaſed a moiety of Mong; 
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of law-printer, and carried on that department 
of buſmeſs in partnerſhip with Mrs. Cathe- 
rine Lintot. His country retirement was firſt at 
North- end, near Hammerſmith, and afterwards at 
Parſons- green; and his houſe was generally filled 
with the company of his friends of both fexes ; for 
he was extremely hoſpitable, and fond of the com- 
pany of his friends. He dicd on the fourth of July, 
1761, at the age of ſeventy-two, and was buried in 

St. Bride's- church, London. Tz 
5 He was twice married; and by his firſt wife, 
Martha Wilde, who was the daughter of Mr. Al- 
- hngton. Wilde, printer, in Clerkenwell, he had 
five ſons and a daughter, who all died young. His 
ſecond wife, who ſurvived him more than twelve 
=_ years, was Elizabeth, ſiſter of Mr. Leake, book- 
ſeller at Bath. By her he had a ſon and five 
| - daughters. The ſon died young ; but four of the 
| daughters ſurvived him; viz. Mary, married in 
| 1757, to Mr. Ditcher, an eminent ſurgeon at Bath; 
Martha, married in 1762 to Edward Bridgen, eſq. 
fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, and 
treaſurer of the Society of Antiquaries; Anne, who 
did not marry ; and Sarah, who married Mr. Crow- 

ther, ſurgeon, of Boſwell-court, London. 
Mr. Duncombe, ee of Mr. Richardſon, 
ſays, To this great maſter of the heart,” this 
Shakeſpeare of Romance, who, in the words of 
the Rambler, taught the paſſions to move at the 
. © command of virtue,“ the Graces may be ſaid to 
have unveiled nature; and while our language laſts, 
or taſte and ſenſibility remain, the madneſs of Cle- 
mentina in particular will be as much admired and 
felt as that of Lear. And let it be remembered, that 
the virtues which Richardſon drew he copied from 
his own heart; the benevolence which he inculcated 
- he conſtantly practiſed in its fulleſt extent.“ c 0 
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alſo ſaid of him, that, beſides his being a great ge- 
nius, he was a truly good man in all reſpeQs ; in his 
family, in commerce, in converſation, and in every 
inſtance of conduct. He was pious, virtuous, ex- 
emplary, benevolent, friendly, generous, and hu- 
mane to an uncommon degree; glad of every op- 
portunity of doing good to his fellow - creatures in 
diſtreſs, and relieving many without their Know- 
ledge. His chief delight was doing good. He was 
highly revered and beloved by his domeſticks, be- 
cauſe of his happy tempet and diſcreet conduct. He 
had great tenderneſs towards his wife and children, 
and great condeſcenſion towards his ſervants.” . 
Mr. Richardſon's works have been tranſlated into 
various foreign languages, arid much admired hy 


foreign writers of great celebrity. Rouſſeau, in his E 


letter to D'Alembert, ſays, ** There never has been 
written, in any language, a romance equal to, er 
approaching to, Clariſſa. Monſ. Diderot, in his 

Eſſay on Dramatic, Poetry,” ſpeaking of Richard 
ſon, ſays, Ho ſtrong, how ſenſible, how pa- 
thetic, are his deſcriptions ] his perſonages, though 
ſilent, are alive before me; and, of thoſe who ſpeak, 
the actions are ſtill more affecting than the words,” 
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HENRY FIELDING. 


LA. D. 1707, to 1754] 
HIS celebrated writer was the ſon of Ed- 
mund Fielding, who ſerved in the wars under 
the duke of Marlborough, and arrived to the rank 
of lieutenant · general about the latter end of the 
| Hie of George I. or the beginning of George II. 
His mother was the daughter of judge Gould, the 
grandfather. of the late Sir Henry Gould, one of 
the barons of the Exchequer : he was born at 
Sharphard- park, in Somerletthite, in 170%; and 
was the eldeſt of four ſiſters and a brother. Sarah 
Fielding, his third fifter, is well known to the 
- Iiterary world by ſeveral elegant performances. 
_ His mother dying, lieutenant-general Fielding 
married a ſecond time; and the iſſue of that mar- 
klage was fix ſons, George, James, Charles, John, 
William, and Baſil. Of theſe Sir John Fielding, 
ſucceeded his half-brother, Henry, in the com- 
miſſion of the peace for the counties of Mid- 

dleſex, Surrey, Efex, and the city and liberties 


of Weſtminſter; and who, by the improvements 
he made in our defective ſyſtem of police, acquired 
great reputation, and the honour of being conſi- 
dered as the chief magiſtrate in thoſe extenſive juriſ- 
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Henry Fielding received the firſt rudiments of his 
education at home, under the care of the reyerend 
Mr. Oliver, of whom he has given a very humorous 
and ftriking portrait in Joſeph Andrews, under the 
name of parſon Trulliber. | 1 
From Mr. Oliver's care he was removed to Eton- 
ſchool, where he became acquainted with the late 
lords Lyttelton and Holland, Sir Charles Hanbury 
Williams, Mr. Winnington, and lord Chatham, 
When he left this great ſeminary, he was ſaid to 
be uncommonly verſed in the Greek and Latin 
claſſics ; for bath which he ever retained a ſtrong 
" admiration. | 8 
From Eton he was ſent to Leyden, and there he 
ſtudied the civilians for about two years; but remit- 
tances failing, at the age of 8 thereabout, 
he returned from Leyden to ndon, where, 
though under age, he found himſelf his own mal» 
ter; from which ſource flowed all the inconveniens 
eies that attended him throughout the remainder of 
his life, The brilliancy of his wit, the vivatity of 
his humour, and his high reliſh of ſocial enjoyment, - 
ſoon brought him into requeſt with men of taſte 
and literature, and with the voluptuous of all ranks. 
His finances were not equal to the frequent draughts - 
made upon him by the extravagance which naturally 
followed. He was allowed, indeed, two hundred 
pounds a year by his father; but, as he himfelf uſed 
to lay, any body might pay it that would. 
The fact was, General Fielding, having married 


again ſoon after the death of our author's mother, 


had fo large an increaſe of family, and that too ſo 
quick, that he could not ſpare any conſiderable di- 
burſements for the maintenance of his eldeſt ſon. 
Of this truth Henry Fielding was ſenſible ; and he 
was therefore, in whatever difficulties he might be 
involyed, never wanting in filial piety ; which, his 

neareſt 
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neareſt 5 agree, was a ſhining part of his 
character. 

1 Difappointments, indeed,” were obſerved to pro- 
voke him into occaſional peeviſhneſs, and ſeyerity 
of animadverſion; but his general temper was re- 
markably gay, and, for the moſt part, overflowing 


with wit, mirth, and good- humour. 


Diſagreeable impreffions never continued long 
upon his mind; his imagination was fond of ſeiz- 


ing every gay profpect; a and, in his worſt adverſities, 


filled him with ſanguine hopes of a better ſituation. 
To obtain this, he flattered himſelf that he ſhould 
ind refources in his wit and invention; and ac- 
' cordingly he commenced a writer for the ſtage in 
the year 1727, being then about twenty years of 


"His dramatic piece ſoon after adventured i into 
2E the world, and was called“ Love in ſeyeral 


E * Maſques.” It immediately ſucceeded the Pro- 


voked Huſband, a play, which, for the continu 
of eenty-cight nights, received as great an 
as Juſt applauſes as ever were beſtowed on the Engliſh 


3 Mn Notwithſtanding theſe obſtacles, F ielding's 


8 favourably received. 
is ſecond play, * The Temple Beau,” appeared 
the year after. 2 the year 1727 to the end of 


Tree 1736, almoſt all his plays and farces were written, 


not above two or three having appeared fince that 
dime; fo that he produced about cighteen theatrical 

ormances, plays and farces included, vgs he 
was quite thirty years of age. 

Though in the plan of his pieces he is not always 
lar, yet he is often happy in his dition; and 
Mlle; and, in every groupe that he has exhibit 
thete are to be ſeen e delineations that will 
apply” e the attention a 3 
8 em. 
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chem. The comedy of ©* The Miſer,“ which he has 
moſtly taken from Moliere, has maintained its 
. upon the ſtage ever ſince it was firſt per- 
ormed; and has the value of a copy from a great 
1 by an eminent hand. 

The comedy of **Paſquin,” hinted at by lord Chet. 
terfield in his ſpeech, and ſome other piece, which, 
being ſuppreſſed he did not think proper to re- 
ſerve, even in manuſcript, together with 18 Te 
Hiſtorical Regiſter,” which is full of ſevero are 
on the great men of the time in high office, un- 
doubtedly occaſioned the act of parliament, of which 

we have taken ſo much notice in lord Cheſterfield's: 
life, for ſubjecting all new plays to the inſpaklion 
and licence of the lord chamberlain. 

* His farces were almoſt all of them very foccels- 
ful; and many of them are ſtill afted every winter 
with approbation. - They were generally the pro- 
duction of two or three mornings. © ** The Lottery,” 
The Intriguing Chambermaid;” and! The Virgin 
Unmaſked,” beſides the realentertainment they afford, 
bad, on their firſt appearance, this additional merit, 
that they ſerved to make diſcoveries of that true 
comic genius which was then dawning forth in 
that celebrated actreſs, Mrs. Clive. | 


So early as when he was at Leyden, Mr, Fielding Bs 


made ſome efforts towards a comedy in the ſketch - 
of Don Quixote in England. When he left that 
place, and ſettled in London, a variety of  charac-, 
ters attracted his notice, and of . courſe ſerved to 
ſtrengthen his favourite inclination: the inconſiſ- 
tencics that flow from vanity, from affectation, from 
hypocriſy, from pretended friendſhip, and, in ſhort, ; 
all the diſſonant qualities Which are often whim. 
 ficallyblended together by the follies of men, could 
not fa fail to Ke a PE who had ſo fine a ſenſe of 
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Tidicuſe ; and, accordingly, we find that he never 
ems fo happy, as when he is developing a 
character made up of motley and repugnant pro- 


Fo ſearch out and deſcribe objects of this kind 
ſeems to have been the favourite bent of his mind; 
and, from his happy deſcription of the manners, he 
may juſtly be pronounced an admirable comic genius 
in the largeſt acceptation of the phraſe, implying 

_ hamorovs and pleaſant imitation of men and man- 
ners, whether in the way of fabulous narration, or 
of dramatic compoſition. 6.2 
In the former ſpecies of writing lay the excel- 
lence of Mr. Fielding: in dramatic imitation he 
muſt be allowed to fall ſhort of the great maſters in 
that art. What the ingenious Mr. Hurd obſerves 
of Ben Jonfon may be juſtly applied to Fielding : 
His taſte for ridicule was ſtrong, but indeli- 
* cate, which made him not over-curious in the 
choice of his topicks. His ſtyle in picturing his 
Characters, though maſterly, was without that ele- 
ganeec of hand which is required to correct and allay 
the force of fo bold a colouring. Thus the bias of 
his nature leading him to Plautus, rather than Te- 
*-* rence, for his model; it is not to be wondered, that 
5 his wit is too frequently cauſtic, his raillery coarſe, 
Aud his humour exceſſive.“ | 
There is another circumſtance reſpecting the 
drama, in which Fielding's judgement ſeems to have 
failed him: the ftrength of his genius certainly lay 
in fabulous narration; and he did not ſufficiently 
_  confider, that ſome incidents of a ſtory which, 
when related, may be worked up into much plea- 
ſantry and humour, are apt, when thrown into ac- 
tion, to excite ſenſations incompatible . with hu- 
mour and ridicule. be | "If 
To theſe cauſes of his failure in the province of 
the drama, may be added that ſovereign —_— 
| | e 
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he always entertained for the underſtandings of the 
generality of mankind. It was in vain to tell him, 
that a particular ſcene was dangerous, on account 
ol its coarſeneſs, or becauſe it retarded the general 
buſineſs. with feeble efforts of wit; he doubted the 
diſcernment of his auditors, and fo thought himſelf 
ſecured by their ffupidity, if not by his own humour 
and vivacity, A very remarkable inſtance of this 
diſpdfition appeared when the comedy of The 
Wedding Day“ was put into rehearſal. Nb 
An actor, who was principally concerned in the 
paoiece, and, though young, was then, by the ad- 
vantage of uncommon talents, an early favourite of 
the publick, told Mr. Fielding, he was apprehenſive, 
that the audience would make free with him in a 
particular paſſage; adding, that a repulſe might ſo 
flacry his ſpirits, as to diſconcert him for the reſt of 
the night, and therefore begged that it might be 
omitted. No, d—mn em,“ replied the bard, “if 
the ſcene is not a good one, let them find that out.“ 
Accordingly, the play was brought on without 
alteration; and, juſt as had been foreſeen, the diſ- 9 
approbation of the houſe was provoked at the paſ- 
ſage before objected to; and the performer, alarmed 
and uneaſy at the hiſſes he had met with, retired . 
into the Green- room, where the author was ſolacing 
himſelf with a bottle of Champaign. He had bx 
this time frank pretty plentifulh , and cocking his 
eye at the actor, while ſtreams of tobacco trickled 
- down from the corner of his mouth, What's the 
matter, Garrick,” fays he, what are they hiffing 
now ?” „ Why, the ſcene that I begged you to re- 
trench; I knew it would not do; and they have 
» fo frightened me, that I ſhall not be able to collect 
myſelf again the whole night.” * Oh! d-mn ' 
em, replies the author, they have found it out, 
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It we add to the foregaing re} 3 an obſerva- 
tion of his on; that he left off writing for the 
ſtage, when he ought to have begun; and, to- 
ther with this, confider his extreme burry and 
Siſparch ; we ſhall be able fully to account for his 
not bearing a. more Opn 18 in the rank of 
dramatic writers. 
It is apparent, that, in the an and conſtitu- 
| tion of his genius, there was no defect, but ſome 
+ faculty or other was ſuffercd to lie dormant, and 
| the. reſt, of courſe, were exerted with leſs efficacy : 
at one time we fee his wit ſuperſeding all his other 
talents ; at another, his invention runs riot, and 
multiplies incidents and characters in a. manner 
- repugnant to all the received laws of the Gama. . 
ps: his judgement was very little conſulted ; 
and, indeed, how could it? hen he had con- 
| — * to bring on a play, or a farce, he would go 
i home rather late from a tavern, and the next morn- 
ing deliver a ſcene to the 3 upon the 
rs which wra up the tobacco in Man 
Fo 90 Aris g M 
Though it was the lot of Henry Fieldin to write 
3 always with a view to profit, he derived but ſmall 
d ids towards his ſubſiſtence from the treaſurer of the 
-play-houſe. . One of his farces he has printed as it 
wa damned at the theatre · royal in Drury-lane; and, 
that he might be more generous to his enemies than 
they, were willing ta be to him, he informs them, 
| in the general preface to his Miſcellanies, that, 
for the 1 Day. though added , fix nights, 
lis 90 from the Pau did not exceed r 
| nds | 
PF fate not RET better attended him in his ear= 
lier productions: but the ſeverity of the publick, 


| and the . malice of his enemies, met with a noble 
| 5 | | alleviation 
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alleviation from the patronage of the late duke of 
Richmond, John duke of Argyle, the late duke of 
Roxborough, and many. perſons of diſtinguiſhed, 
rank and character; among whom may be number= 
ed the late lord Lyttelton, whoſe friendſhip. to our 
author ſoftened the rigour of his misfortunes while 
he lived, and exerted itſelf towards his memory 
when he was no more, by taking pains. to clear up 
imputations of a particular kind, which had been 
thrown out againſt his character. RY 
Mr. Fieldiag had not been long a writer for the 
ſtage, when he married Miſs Craddock, a beauty 
from Saliſbury. About that time his mother dying, 
a moderate eſtate at Stower, in Dotſetſhire, de- 
volved to him. To that place he retired. with his 
wife, on whom he doated, with a reſolution to hid 
adieu to all the follies and intemperances of a town 
life. But, unfortunately, a kind of family-pride 
here gained an aſcendant over him; and he began 
immediately to vie in ſplendor with the neighbour- 
ing country gentlemen, With an eſtate not much 
above two hundred pounds a year, and his wite's: 
fortune, which did not exceed fifteen hundred 
pounds, he encumbered himſelf with a large reti- 
nue of ſervants, all clad with coſtly yellow liveries. 
For their maſter's honour, theſe people could not 
deſcend ſo low as to be careful in their apparel, 
but in a month or two were unfit to be ſeen; the 
ſquire's dignity required that they ſhould be new 
equipped; and his chief pleaſure conſiſting in ſociety | 
and convivial mirth, hoſpitality - threw. open his 
doors, and, in leſs than three years entertainments, 
hounds, and horſes; entirely devoured a little pa- 
trimony, which, had it been managed with cecos 
nomy, might have ſecured. to him a flate of inde»: . 
pendence for the reſt of his life, Senſible of the 
e G diſa- 
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difagreeable ſituation he had now reduced himſelf 
to, he immediately determined to exert his beft en- 

| deavours to recover what he had wantonly thrown 
; away, a decent competence ; and, being then about 
thirty years of age, he betook himſelf to the ſtudy 

of the law. The friendſhips he met with from 
ſome; who have fince. riſen to be the firſt orna- 
ments of the law, will ever do honour to his me- 
mory. His application, while he was.a ſtudent in 
the Temple, was remarkably intenſe: he has been 
frequently known, by his intimates, to retire late 
at night from a tavern to his chambers, and there 
read, and make abſtracts from the moſt abſtruſe 
authors, for ſeveral hours before he went to bed. 
After the cuſtomary time of probation at the Tem- 
ple, he was called to the bar. He attended with 
aſſiduity, both in term-time and on the weſtern 
Circuit, as long as his health permitted; but the 
gout ſoon rendered it impoſſible for him to be as 
conſtant! at the bar, as the laboriouſneſs of his 
profeſſion required: he could only now follow 
the law by ftarts, at ſuch intervals as were free 
fiom indiſpoſition ; which could not but be a diſpĩ- 

» _riting circumſtance, as he faw himſelf at once 
diſabled from ever" rifing to the eminence he aſpired 
to. However, under the ſeverities of pain and 

© want, be ſtill purſued his reſearches with an eager- 
neſs of curioſity peculiar to him: and though it 
is wittily remarked by Wycherly, that Apollo and 
Lyttelton ſeldom meet in the fame brain, yet Mr. 
Fielding is allowed to have acquired a reſpeftable 

. ſhare of juriſprudence, and in ſome particular 
branches he is ſaid to have riſen to 7 great degree 
of eminence, more "eſpecially in crown-law, as 
may be judged from his leaving two volumes in 
folio on that ſubject. This work remains ſtill 


. | ; unpub- 
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unpubliſhed ; and it is deemed perfect in ſome parts. 
It will ferve to give us an idea of the great force 
and vigour of his mind, if we confider him purſu- 
ing ſo arduous a ſtudy under the exigencies of 
family diſtreſs, with à wife and children, whom 
he tenderly loved, looking up to him. for ſubfiſtence, 
with a body lacerated by the acuteſt pains, and with 
a mind diſtracted with a thouſand avocations, and 
obliged, for immediate ſupply, to produce, almoſt 
extempore, a play, a farce, a pamphlet, or a news- 

*. 1 TT. | TT CIR. 
"7A large number of fugitive political tracts, which © 
had their value when the incidents were actually 
paſſing on the great ſcene of buſineſs, came from 
his pen: the periodical paper, called The Cham- 
pion,” owed its chief ſupport to his abilities; and 
though his eſſays in that collection cannot now be 
aſcertained, yet the reputation ariſing to him, at the 
time of publication, was not inconſiderable. 
In the progreſs of Henry Fielding's talents, there 
ſeem to have been three remarkable periods; one, 
when his genius broke forth at once, with an efful- 
gence ſuperior to all the rays of light it had before”; 
emitted, like the ſun in his morning glory; the ſe- 
cond, when it was diſplayed with collected force; 
and a fullneſs. of perfection, like the ſun in meridian 
majeſty ; and the third, when the ſame genius, 
grown more cool and temperate, ſtill continued to 
cheer and enliven, but ſhewed at the fame time that 
it was tending to its decline, like the ſun, abating - 
from his ardour, but ftill gilding the weſterũ hemi- 
ſphere. | | Too if a N 5 + | 7 N 
To tlieſe three epochas of our author's genius, | 
there is an exact analogy, in his Joſeph Andrews, | 
Tom Jones, and. reappear It will not be improper f 
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here to- mention, that 'the reverend Mr. Young, - 
a learned and much eſteemed friend of Mr. 
Fielding's, ſat for parſon Adams. Mr. Loung was 
remarkable for his intimate acquaintance with the 
Greek authors, and had as paſhonate a veneration 
for AÆſchylus as parſon Adams; the overflowings 
of his benevolence were as ſtrong, and his fits of 

reverie were as frequent, and occurred too upon 
the moſt intereſting occaſions. Of this laſt obſer- 
vation a ſingular inftance is given, by a gentleman 
who ſerved, during the laſt- war in Flanders, in 
Me very ſame regiment: to which Mr. Young was 
_ chaplain: on a fine ſummer's evening, be thought 

proper to indulge himſelf in his love of a ſolitary 
walk; and accordingly he ſallied forth from his tent: 
the beauties of the hemiſphere, and the landſcape 
round him, preſſed warmly on his imagination; 
his heart overflowed with benevolence to all God's 
creatures, and gratitude to the Supreme Diſpenſer 
of that emanation of glory which covered the face 
of things. It is very poſfible that a paſſage in his 
_ dearly beloved Aiſchylus occurred to his memory 
on this occaſion, and ſeduced his thoughts, into a 
profound meditation. Whatever was the object of his 
reflections, certain it is, that ſomething did power- 
fully ſeize his imagination, ſo as to preclude all 
attention to things that lay immediately before 
him; and, in that deep fit of abſence, Mr. Young 
proceeded on his journey till he arrived very qui- 

etly and calmly in the enemy's camp, where he 
Was, with difficulty, brought to a recollection of 
Hhimſelf, by the repetition of Qui va la,” from 
the ſoldiers upon duty. The officer who com- 
manded, finding that he had ſtrayed thither in the 

undeſigning fimplicity of his heart, and ſeeing an 

innate goodneſs in his priſoner, which commanded 
| | a " "IR 


% 


HENRY FIELDING. 1g 


his reſpect, very politely gave him leaye to purfue 
his contemplations home again. 
Soon after the publication of Joſeph Andrews, 
Fielding's laſt comedy, the Wedding- Day, was 
exhibited onthe ſtage: and, as we have already 
: obſerved, it was attended with an indifferent ſhare- 
of ſucceſs. The law, from this time, had its hot 
and cold fits with him. The repeated ſhocks of 
11 neſs diſabled him from being as aſſiduous an at- 
* tendant at the bar, as his-own inclination, and 
patience of the moſt laborious application, would 
otherwiſe have made him. Befides the demands 
for expence, which his valetudinarian habit of 
body conſtantly made upon him, he had likewiſg a 
family to maintain; from buſineſs he derived little 
or no ſupplies; and his proſpects, therefore, grew 
every day more gloomy and melancholy. To theſe 
diſcouraging circumſtances, if we add the infirmity 
of this wife, whom he loved tenderly, and the ago- 
nies he felt on her account, the meaſure of his 
afflictions will be well nigh full. To ſee her daily 
languiſhing, and wearing away before his eyes, was 
too much for a man of his ſtrong ſenſations; the 
fortitude of mind, with which he met all the other 
calamities of life, deferted him on this moſt trying 
occaſion ;''and her death, which happened about 
*this time, brought on ſuch'a-vehemence-of grief, 
that his friends began to think him in danger of 
Joint ies testo. Wen pit om 
When the firſt emotions of his ſorrow were 
abated, lie began again to ſtruggle with his fortune. 
He engaged in two periodical papers ſucceſſively. 
The firſt of theſe was called, The True Patriot,“ 
which was ſet on foot during the late rebellion; and 
was Tonducive to the excitement of loyalty, and a 
love for the conſtitution in the breaſt of his coun- 
| | b | G 3 (2.5 ynen. 
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.trymen.. The Jacobite Journal was calculated to 
- diſcredit the ſhattered remains of an unſucceſsful 

party; and, by a well-applied raillery and ridicule, 

to bring the ſentiments of he ande ind coh- 
g tem . 
2 By. this time Fielding bad attained the age of 
forty-three ;. and, being inceſſantly purſued 4 rei- 
te rated attacks of the gout, he was wholly rendered 
incapable of purſuing the buſineſs of a barriſter any 
longer. He was. obliged therefore to accept the 
office of an acting magiſtrate in the commiſſion of 
the peace for Mann, * a yearly pralion Goon 
government. 
That he was attentive to the duties of this oublic 
| Nation is evident, from the many tracts he pub- 
liſhed relating to ſeveral of the penal laws, and to 
the vices and mal · practices which thoſe laws were 
intended to reſtrain; particularly. A Charge to the 

Grand: jury, delivered at Weſtminſter, on the 29th 
of June 1749; the Enquiry into the Cauſes 
.of the Increaſe” of Robberies; and . A e 
for the Maintenance of the Poor. 

> Amidft theſe ſevere exerciſes of his underſtand- 
ing, and all the laborious duties of his office, his 
invention could not lie ſtill; but he found leiſure 
to amuſe himſelf, and afterwards the world, with 
The Hiſtory of Tom Jones.” And now we are 
arrived at the ſecond grand epoch of Mr. Fielding's 

enius, when all his faculties were in perfect uni- 
* and conſpired. to produce 'a complete work, 
eminent in all the great eſſentials of compoſition; in 
fable, character, ſentiment, and elocution ; and, 
as theſe could not be all united in ſo high an aſſem- 
blage- without a rich invention, a fine i imagination, 


2 an enlightened judgment, and a lively wit, we may 


fairl here decide his character, and . b 
n Cervantes. f Ie 
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It may be added, that, in many parts of Tom 
Jones, we find he poſſeſſed the ſofter graces of cha- 
raQter-painting, and of deſcription ; many fituations 
and ſentiments are touched with. a delicate hand, 
and throughout the work he ſeems to feel as much- 
delight in deſcribing the amiable part -of human na- 
ture, as in his early days he had in exaggerating the 
ſtrong and harſh features of turpitade and deformity. 
Thus have we traced our author in his progreſs 
to the time when the vigour of his mind was in-its 
full Fra of perfection; from this period it ſunk, 
but by ſlow degrees, into a decline. Amelia, 
which ſucceeded Tom Jones, in about four years, 
has indeed the marks of genius, but of a genius be- 
ginning to fall into decay. Amelia is the Odyſſey, 
the moral, and pathetic work of Henry Fielding. 
While he was planning and executing this piece, 
it ſhould be remembered, that he was dict racted 
by that multiplicity of avocations which ſurround 
a public magiſtrate; and his conſtitution, now 
greatly impaired and enfeebled, was labourin 
under the attacks of the gout, which were of 1 
| ſeverer than ever. However, the activity of his mind 
was not to be ſubdued: one literary purſuit was no 
ſooner over than freſu game aroſe. A periodical pa- 

er, under the title of ** The Covent Garden Journal, 
y Sir Alexander Drawcanfr, knight, and cenſor- 
eneral of Great-Britain,” was immediately ſet on 

t. It was publiſhed twice in every week, viz. 
on Tueſday and Saturday, and conduced fo much 
to the entertainment of the publick, that it was felt 
with a general regret, that the author's health did 
25 enable him to perſiſt in the uadertaking any 
D „ Na 
© Soon after this work was dro . by the advice 
of phyſicians, Mr. Fielding ſet out for Liſbon, 
The laſt gleams of his wit and humour ſparkled in 
r G4 ö *. the 
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the account he left behind him of his voyage to 
that place. In this his laſt ſketch, he puts us in 
— of a perſon, under ſentence of death, jeſting 
on the ſcaffold; for his ſtrength was now quite 
exhauſted ; and, in about two months after his ar- 
rival at Liſbon, he yielded his laſt breath, in the 
year 1754, and in the forty-eighth year of his age. 
Thus was cloſed a courſe of diſappointment, 
diſtreſs, vexation, infirmity, and ſtudy ; for with 
each of theſe his life was variouſly checquered, 
and, perhaps, in ſtronger proportions than has 
been the lot of many. DOE, | 1þ 
We have ſeen how Mr. Fielding very ſoon ſquan- 
dered away his ſmall patrimony, which, with œco- 
nomy, might have procured him independence 
we have feen how far he ruined, into the bargain, a 
conſtitution which, in its original texture, ſeemed 
formed to laſt much longer. When indigence and 
ileſs were once let in upon him, he no longer re- 
mained maſter of his own actions; and that delicacy 
of conduct, which alone conſtitutes and preſerves a 
character, was obliged to give way. - 
When he was not under the immediate urgency. 
_ of want, they who were intimate with him are 
ready to aver, that he had a mind greatly ſuperior 
w any thing mean or little; when his finances 
were exhauſted, he was not the moſt elegant in his 
choice of the means to redreſs himſelf ; and he 
would inſtantly exhibit a farce, or a puppet-ſhew, 
in the Haymarket-theatre ; which was wholly in- 
- confiffent with the profeſſion he had embarked in, 
But his intimates can witneſs how much his pride 
ſeffered when he was forced into meaſures of this 
kind; no man having a juſter ſenſe of propriety, or 
more honourable ideas of the profeſſion of an author 
WW Henry , 
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Henry Fielding was in ſtature rather riſing above 
fix feet; his frame of body large, and remarkably 
robuſt, till the gout had broken the vigour of his 
conſtitut ion. ; 

An elegant and correct edition of his works was 
publithed by the ingentous and learned Arthur 
Morphy, Eſq; now an eminent counſellor ; bat 
more generally known. as an excellent dramatic 
author- To Mr. Muiphy's Eſſay on the Life an 
Genius of Fielding, prefixed to his works, we 
ſtand indebted for the principal incidents in theſe 
memoirs. N 8 
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CA. D. 1684, to 1768. 


HIS very learned Divine was born at Hawk - 
herſt, in the county of Kent, on the 6th of 
une, 1684. He was ſon to the Rev. Mr. Richard 
$ ner, who was a miniſter of reſpectable character 
among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and for many 
paſtor of a congregation at Deal. It is not 
nown where he received his grammatical education; 
though it is ſuppoſed, from his father's refidence at 
Deal, that it might be at that place. Wherever 
it was, there can be no doubt, from the literature 
Which he afterwards diſplayed, of his having made 
an early progreſs in the knowledge of the learned 
languages. From the grammar-ſchool he was re- 
moved to a diſſenting academy in London, under 
tze care of the Reverend Dr. Joſhua Oldfield. 
Here, however, he muſt have continued but a very 
little time; ſor, in the latter end of 1699, being 
then only in the fixteenth year of his age, he was 


_ - ſent to proſecute his ſtudies at Utrecht, under the 


pProfeſſors D'Uries, Grevius, and Burman, names 
bf no ſmall celebrity in the literary world. Under 
ſuch tutors, Mr. Lardner made a ſuitable improve- 
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ment in various branches of learning; and he brought 
back with him a teſtimonial, from profeſſor Burman, 

to that purpoſe. F R 
It was not uncommon, at that period, for the 
young men who were intended for the diſſenting 
miniſtry in England, to ſtudy abroad, and par- 
ticularly in the univerſities of Holland. Several 
perſons, who afterwards became of no ſmall con- 
ſideration among the diflenters, and who diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their valuable writings, were 
educated in this manner. Mr. Martin 'T omkins 
went over with Mr. Lardner to Utrecht, and they 
found there Mr. Daniel Neal. * 
Aſter ſpending ſomewhat more than three years 
at Utrecht, Mr. Lardner removed to Leyden, 
where he ſtudied about fix months. In 1703, be 
returned to England, in company with Mr Tom- 
kins and Mr. Neal; and, from that time to the 
e 985 we have no memorials concerning 
bim. This ſpace was probably ſpent by him at his 
father's houſe, who quitted Deal in 1703 or 1704s. 
ind came to reſide in or near London; and we may 
certain that young Mr. Lardner employed him 
ſelf in a cloſe and diligent preparation for the ſacred 
profeſſion which be had in view. He was not one 
of thoſe-who are in haſte to diſplay their talents in 
the pulpit ;- for it was not till the ſecond of Auguſt, 
1709, when he was about twenty-five years-of age, 
t. he preached, his firſt ſermon, This was gt. 
toke - Newington, for his friend Mr. Martin Tom- 
kins, who had become the Miniſter of a congregation- 
ut that place, „ 
In 1713, Mr. Lardner was invited to refide in the. 
houſe of lady Treby, the widow of Sir George. 
Treby, knt. who had been appointed Lord Chief 
Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas in 1692. 
and had ſuſtained that high 00 and digaity, with 


* A* 
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great integrity and ability, till his deceaſe, in 
1702. The propoſal made to our author was, 
that he ſhould be domeſtic*chaplain to her ladyſhip, 
Aud tutor to her youngeſt fon, Brindley Treby. 
1, this propoſal he acceded; and it need not 
be ſaid how well qualified he was, by his know- 
ledge, judgment, and learning, for ſuperintending 
_ a young gentleman's education. After having con- 
ducted Mr. Treby's ſtudies three years, he accom - 
panied” him in an excurfion into France, the 
Avſtrian Netherlands, and the United Provinces, 
which employed four months. From a journal 
which Mr. Lardner kept of this tour, it was evident, 
that he Jia not loſe the opportunity which it afforded 
bim of making exact and judicious obſervations 
on the manners and cuſtoms of the inhabitants 
whom he ſaw and vifited, and on the edifices and 
cariofities of the countries through which he 
paſſed. How long he ſuſtained” the ſpecific cha- 
racer of Tutor to young Mr. Treby, does not 
appear ; but he continued in Lady Treby's famil 
till her death, which happened in the beginning c. 
the year 1721. By this event, he was removed 
from a fituation which ſeems to have been an 
greeable one, and was thrown. into circumſtances 
of ſome perplexity and ſuſpence. His own 
remarks” will ſhew the fate of his mind at that 
- © mime. I am yet at a loſs,” ſays he, “how to 
diſpoſe of "myſelf. | I can fay I am defirous of 
beſug nfeful ia the world. Without this, no 
external advantages relating to myſelf will make 
ms happy : and yet I have no proſpect of being 
Ferviceable jn the work of the miniſtry, having 
_ preached many years without being | favoured 
With the 1 4 5 5 and choice of any one congre- 
gatien.“ Dr. Kippis remarks, that * it reflects no 
honour upon the Diſſenters, that a man of ſuch 


- 


- merit 
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merit ſhould fo long have been neglected. Hut 
it muſt be obſerved, that in elections which are 
dependent upon the whole body of a congregation, 
a regard will be paid, not only to internal abi- 
lities, but to external qualifications.” It is not 
probable that Mr. Lardner, even in his beſt days, 
was poſſeſſed of a good elocution ; and his fimple 
mode of compoſition was not calculated to ſtrike 
the. multitude; nor had rational preaching” then 
made a very extenſive progreſs among the Diſ- 
ſenters.“ | 4 
Two years after the death of Lady Treby, Mr. 
Lardner met with another calamity, which greatly 
affected him. This was the deceaſe of bis former 
* pupil, Brindley Treby, Eſq. a gentleman for whom 
our author had the higheſt affection and eſteem. 
Inderd, he felt ſo deeply the loſs of his friend, that 
he impured to it, in part, the increaſe of à deaf- 
neſs which had been coming upon him for ſome 
time before. In the beginning of the year 1724, 
he writes as follows: Mr. Corniſh preached; 
but I was not able to hear any thing he ſaid, 
nor ſo much as the ſound of his voice. 1 
am, indeed, at preſent ''fo deaf, that when In 
in the pulpit, and the congregation is finging, 
{ can hardly tell whether they are ſinging or 
i not.“ as e 2a 46 * 
Previouſly to this account of himſelf, and at 
leaſt as early as 1723, Mr. Lardner was engaged, 
in conjunction with a number of "miniſters, in 
carrying on a courſe of lectures, ot a Tueſday . 
evening, at the Old Jewry.” © aer 
In 1727, Mr. Lardner publiſhed, in two vo- 
lumes, 8 vo. the firſt part of“ The Credibility of 
the Goſpel Hiſtory; or, the Facts occaſionally men- 
tioned in the New Teſtament, confirmed by Paſſages 


df ancient Authors, who vere” copmaporary (whey. [ 
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our Saviour, or his Apoſtles, or lived near their 
time.“ An Appendix was ſubjoined concerning 
the time of Herod's deatg. 


Dr. Kippis obſerves, that (it is ſcarcely neceſſary 
to ſay how well this work was received by the 
learned world. Not only was it highly approved 


by the Proteſtant Diſſenters, with whom the author 
was more immediately connected, but by the 


clergy in general of the eſtabliſhed church ; and 


its reputation gradually extended into foreign coun» 
tries. It is, indeed, an invaluable performance, 


aud hath rendered the moſt: eſſential ſervice to the 


_ cauſe of Chriſtianity. Whoever peruſes this work 


(and to him that does not peruſe it, it will be to 


| his-own loſs,) will find it replete with admirable 


La 


after his recovery are thus expre | 
acknowledge the great goodneſs of God, who raiſed 


me up again, and defire that this great mercy, may 


inſtruction, ſound learning, and juſt and can- 
did-criticiſm. - It was not long before « ſecond edi- 


tion was called for, and a third was publiſhed in 


1 41.“ . * 221 * . 
| in the beginning of February, 1728, the courſe 
of- Mr. Lardner's ſtudies was interrupted, and bis 
life © threatened, by the attack of a violent fever, 
which proved of long continuance. For ſome 


time bis recovery was defpaired of by his relations 


and friends; but he was relieved, and, at length, 
happily reſtored to health, ate divine bleſſing, 
on the prefcriptions of Dr. (afterwards Sir Edward) 
Hulſe, who was called in to conſult with the other 
phyſicians... Mr. Lardner's own remark upon this 
occaſion was as follows: I think God put it into 

mind to ſend for Dr. Hulſe, for from that 


time forwards I mended.” Rap pious ſentiments - 
: I thankfully 


be had in perpetual remembrance by me. May 


I ſerve him the remainder of my time in this world 


| 


with 
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with inviolable integrity; unſhaken in my ſteadfaſt- 
oy all the ſnares of a vain and uncertain 
world?” 2-74 1 | 
With all Mr. Lardner's merit, he was forty-five 
| of age before he obtained a ſettlement among 
the Diſſenters. On the 24th of Auguſt, 1729, he 
happened to preach for the Rev. Dr. William 
Harris at Crouched Fryers ; and the conſequence 
of it was, that he was unexpectedly invited by the 
congregation to be aſſiſtant to their miniſter. Af 
ter mature deliberation he accepted the offer, which, 
as he declared in his letter of acceptance, was pecu- 
harly a le to him, ' becauſe it allotted him a 
rt of ſervice, in the work of the Goſpel, with their 
ker paſtor, for whom he had 'entertained, 
from his early youth, à high regard and eſteem. 
On the 14th of mber, he entered upon his new 
charge; and the ſubject of his firſt ſermon was 
taken from 2 Cor. v. 20. n 
In 1713, Mr. Lardner publiſhed the firſt volume 
of the ſecond part of his ©* Credibility of the Goſ- 
pel Hiſtory; or, e Facts of the New 
Feſtament confirmed by Paſſages from ancient 
Authors, who were contemporary with our Saviour, 
or his Apoſtles, or lived near their time. It was 
Mr. Lardner's original intention not to publiſh 4 
h of the evidence for the principal facts of "the 


ew Teſtament until the whole work was com 


pleted. But he was diverted from this purpoſe by 
the importunities of his friends. He could have 
wiſhed, however, to have exhibited at once the 
whole evidence of the two firſt centuries! of Chitiſ- 
tianity; but he thought it expedient to break off 
ſooner, that he might not render the volume of an 
incenvenient ſize. Our author took this oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing his gratitude for the favourable 
reception which had been given to the former 9 
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_ of his 5 Beſides its being e well 
received at home, it was ſo much approved abroad, 
that it was tranſlated by two learned foreigners; 
by. Mr. Cornelius Weſterbaen, of Utrecht, into Low 
Bu teh; and by Mr. J. Chriſtopher Wolff, of 
Hamburg, into Latin. I cannot but eſteem it,” 
ſays Mr. Lardner, „as an uncommon happineſs, 
that my thoughts have been fo juſtly repreſented by 
perſons well known in the „ gepublick. of u for 
compoſitions of their own.” “ 
The teſtimonies produced nd confidered, in the 
Arſt volume of the ſecond part of the Credibility,” 
was thoſe of St. Barnabas, St. Clement, Hermas, 
7 Ignatius, St. Polycarp, Papias, Juſtin Martyr, 
Dionyſius of Corinth, Tatian, Hegelippus, Melito, 
St. Irenæus, and Alhenagoras. Our author has 
o treated on à fragment called St. Clement's 
cond Epiſtle, tlie relation of St. Polycarp's Mar- 
tyrdom, the Evangeliſts in the reign of Trajan, the 
Pit to Diognetus, andthe Epiſtle of the Churches 
Vienne and Lyons. In the introduction, he 
' hath given an admirable ſummary of the e of 
the New Teſtament. 
In 47386, he: publiſhed „ of the 
ſecond art of the Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſ- 
The ſabjeQs of this volume were, Miltiades, 
[SE of Antioch, Pantznus, St. Clement of 
Alexandria, Polyerates, Heraclitus, and ſeveral | 
other writers near the end of the ſecond century; 
Hermias, Serapion, Tertullian, a number of 
authors who requited only to be ſhortly mentioned, 
and certain ſuppoſititious writings of the ſecond 
ventury, ſuch as, the Acts of Paul and Thecla, 
the Sipylline Oracles, the Teſtaments of the 
Twelve Patriarchs, the Recognitions, the Clemen- 
tine Homilies, and the Clementine Epitome. 
| Among theſe different articles, thoſe which relate 
0 o 
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to St. Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian are pe- 
culiarly important, and the remarks on the apocry- 
phal works are very curious and uſeful. The 
rther Mr. Lardner proceeded in his deſign, the 
more did he advance in eſteem and reputation 
— learned men of all denominations.” Even 
the rſaries to religion could not withhold their 
ev Fea to his merit. The noted Dr. Morgan 
(afterwards the writer of the Moral Philoſopher,“ 
in which revelation was attacked with the greateſt 
virulence, and which hath received many noble 
and ſatis factory anſwers), in a letter to our author, 
containing ſome objections to the firſt chapter 
of St. Luke's goſpel, compliments him highly on 
his integrity, i ee and candour. e 
In November, 17 36, Mr. Lardner was attacked 
by another ſevere and dangerous fever. The effects 
of it were ſuch, that he did not recover his health, 
ſo far as to be able to preach, till late in the ſpring 
of 1737. In that year, he publiſhed his Coun- 
ſels of Prudence for the Uſe of young People; 
a Diſcourſe on the Wiſdom of the Serpent and the 
Innocence of the Dove: in which are recommended 
General Rules of Prudence; with particular Direc- 
tions relating to Ruſineſs, Converſation, Friendſhip, 
and Uſefulneſs.” Dr. Kippis remarks, that & this 
diſcourſe was generally and juſtly admired. Indeed. 
it contains moſt excellent advice to young perfons; 
advice reſulting fremi the union of wiſdom, inte- 
grity, and knowledge of the world; and which, if 
followed, would be the beſt foundation of * happi- 
neſs, both here and hereafter;” Dr. Secker,' then 
biſhop of Oxford, afterwards archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, was highly pleaſed with the Counſels of 
Prudence.“ In a letter to our author, he espreſſed 
himſelf in the following terms: I am alſo in your 
debt for thoſe excellent, ** Counſels of 
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| which you publiſhed ſome time ago, and would 
recommend it to you, to relieve yourſelf now and 
then from your great work, and oblige the world 
with ſome of cheſe little pieces. One would hope 
they might do a great deal of good in it; and, I am 
ſure, there is great need of doing every thing that 
can be done to promote ſeriouſneſs and mildnefs 
among men.“ l W: 
In 1738, Mr. Lardner publiſhed the third volume 
of the ſecond: part of the . Credibility,” and the 
fourth in. the year 1740. The ſame year his father 
died, with whoſe death he was greatly affected, 
though his father was in his 87th year at the time 
of his death. In 1743, he publiſhed the fifth 
volume of the ſecond part of his Credibility,” 
This volume comprehended St. Cornelius and 
St. Lucius, biſhops of Rome, Novatus, Diony- 
' thay Commodian, Malchion, 
Anatolius, and three others, biſhops of Laodicea; 
T heognoſtus ; Theonas, ' biſhop of Alexandria; 
Pierius, preſbyter of the church of the ſame city; 
two; Doritheuſes ; Victorinus, biſhop of Pettaw ; 
Methodius, biſhop of Olympus in Lycia; Lucian, 
| PROT of Antioch ; Heſychius, biſhop in Are 
Famphilus, preſbyter of Cæſaria; Phileas, biſhop 
of Thmuis, in Ægypt: Philoromus, receiver- 
general at Alexandria; Peter, biſhop of Alexandria, 
and the Miletians. In an advertiſement prefixed to 
the volume, our author * bis apprehenſions, 
that ſome perſons might be ready to charge him 
with prolixity in the conduct of his undertaking. 
But he hath offered ſuch reaſons for the method he 
has purſued, as will ſatisfy every reflecting mind. 


18 Among other things, he obſerves, that the particu- 


ler defign of his work was to enable perſons of 
ordinary capacities, who had not an ity - 


| nity 
of reading many authors, to judge for themſelves 
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concerning the external evidence of the facts related 
in the New Teſtament, «+ I Write,“ ſays he, 
- « chiefly for gentlemen, and ſuch others as are not 

poſſeſſed of large libraries; and therefore I produce 
paſſages of ancient authors at length, and often- 
times tranſcribe alſo the original words at the 
bottom of the page, that this evidence may at 
' once appear in a clear and fatisfaftory light.” _ 
In the fame year, the world was indebted to 
Mr. Lardner for another valuable performance, the 
title of which was, The Circumſtances of the 
Jewiſh People an Argument for the Truth of, 
the Chriſtian Religion.“ It confiſts of three 
diſcourſes on Romans xi. 113 in which the grand 
points inſiſted upon by our author, and maintained 
with great perſpicuĩty and ſucceſs, are, that tlie 
e ee the Jews was foretold by our 
Lord; that it is agrecable to many prophecies in 
the Old FTeſtamient; that it affotds reaſon to belie de 
that the Meſfiah is already come; that it furniſnes 
an argument for the divine authority of the goſpel; 
and that it exhibits an atteſtation to divers thi 
—_— which ſome evidences of Chriſtianity 
pen 1 eee nt WR: 151 
In 1745, be publiſhed the ſixth volume of the 
ſecond part of his Credibility;“ and the ſame 
year he received à diploma from the Mariſchal 
college of Aberdeen, conferring upon him the de- 
gree of doctor in divinity.” In 1748, he publiſhed 
the ſeventh volume of the ſecond part of his Cre- 
dibility,“ and the eighth volume two years after. 
In 17 50, he publiſhed a volume of valuable ſermons, 
the ſubjects of which are entirely of a practical 
nature. The following year he reſigned the office 
of morning preacher at Crouched Friars. His 
reaſons for this determination were, the increaſe of 
his deafneſs, the ſmallneſs of his auditory, 2 
2 N. EY ; re 


* +defire of finding time for the completion of his long 
Work. His ,** Credibility” was not completed till 
the year 1758. when the twelfth and laſt volume ap- 
. peared. | The niath, tenth, and eleventh volumes, 
_ were - publiſhed ſome time before. As the latter 
volumes did not ſell ſo readily as the former during 
Dr. Lardner's own life, he was conſiderably out of 
pocket by this great and important work, in which 
he had employed ſo many laborious. years. He af- 
wards publiſhed a very valuable ſupplement in three 
volumes, 8vo. and A large Collection of antient 
Jewiſh, and Heathen, Teſtimonies, to the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion,“ in three volumes, 4to. 
He alſo occafionally publiſhed ſome ſmaller pieces, 
particularly one in 1759, without his name, under 
the following title: A Letter written in the 
Year 4730, concerning the Queſtion, whether the 
Logos ſupplied the place of -2 Human Soul in the 
Perſon of | Jeſus Chriſt?” als, rene tt 1 21.4 oft? 
Dr. K ippis remarks; that Providence ſpared the 
life of Dr. Lardner 'to:a-long term; and, bis hear- 
ing excepted, he retained to the laſt | the uſe of 
his faculties- in a remarkably perfect degree. At 
length, in the ſummer of 1768, he was ſeized with 
2 decline, which carried him off in a few weeks, at 
Hawkherſt, the place of his nativity, and where he 
had ea ſmall parental eſtate. He had been removed 
cthither, in the hope that he might recruit his ftrength 
by a change of air, and relaxation from ſtudy. 
The day of his deceaſe was the 24th of July, in the 
eighty-fifth year of his age. His remains were 
conveyed to town, and depoſited in Tindall's 
burying ground, commonly called Bunhill Fields. 
At his particular requeſt, no ſermon was preached 
on occaſion of his death. Thus did his modeſty and 
_ *humility accompany him to the laſt moment of his 
:carthly exiſlence. Some time after his * 
9 | One 
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ſtone was erefted to his memory with an Engliſn 
inſcription,” | | en 

It is alſo obſerved by the ſame learned biographer, 
that there have been few names more truly entitfed 
to be remembered with veneration and applauſe than 
that of Dr., Lardner. The fincerity of his piety 
was manifeſted on a variety of occaſions, 44 Indeed, 
ſays-Dr. Kipp's, a regard to God appears to have 
been ever the governing principle of his actions. 
His piety too was of the moſt rational kind, being 
founded on juſt and enlarged views concerning the 
nature of region. Correſpondent to our au- 
thor's piety was his love of truth, as is manifeſt from 
the whole of bis works. No one ſeems ever to have 
preſerved a greater impartiality in his enquiries, or 
to have been more free from an undue bias. He 
followed truth wherever it led him; and for the 
attainment of truth he was admirably qualified, both 
by the turn of his diſpoſition and bis underſtanding. 
With a mind ſo calm and unprejudiced, with a judg- 
ment ſo clear and diſtinct, he could ſcarcely fail of 
forming right apprehenſions concerning moſt of the 
ſubjects which the courſe of his ſtudies enabled him 
to inveſtigate. L 3 . 

„The candour and moderation with which Dr, 
Lardner maintained his own ſentiments con- 
ſtituted a prominent feature in his character. 
Thoſe he differed from in opinion, he always 
treated with gentleneſs and reſpect ; and in the 
controverſies he carries on with them, there is no 
ſeverity of cenſure, no harſhneſs of language. This 
circumſtance is the more worthy to be mentioned 
and applauded, as it is ſo different from what we 
often meet with in the preſent day. Many of out 
writers ſeem to be reyerting to that abuſe of each 

other, which was common among ſcholars ſome 
time after the revival of literature. They are not 
rate! AF ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied: without caſting illiberal reflections on the 


- perſons of the men whoſe tenets they oppoſe, and 
arraigning 'the , motives of their conduct, What 
readers this diſpoſition the more ridiculous is, that 
it is frequently exerted on the moſt trivial occa- 


ſions. Apprehended miſtakes in philology, or di- 
_ verſities of judgment in matters of mere tafte, ate 


treated with as great a bitterneſs, as if they were 


£ crimes of the deepeſt dye. How much more. beau- 


tiful, and more wortby of imitation, was the man- 


ner of conducting diſputable queſtions which was 


parſued by Dr, Lardner ! Such a method will be 


found, in the end, more favourable to the- diffuſion 


of truth, and more conducive 10 a lafting reputa- 
tion. Circumftagces, iodeed, may atiſe, in which 
a ſharpneſs of chaſtiſement may appear to be juſti- 


fable. Uncommon inſolence and uncommon bi- 


_ gorry may deſerve to be ſtrongly expoſed : and yet, 


even here, a manly neglet and contempt of un- 


merited cenſure may be the moſt honourable and 


the moſt uſeful mode of behaviour. | 
„ Benesolence, as well as piety, entered deeply into 


Dr. Lardner's character. Thougb his retired life 


prevented him from taking à very active part in 
public defigns, he was ready to promote every good 


work, To perſons in diſtreſs he was ever willing 


to contribute, to the higheſt degree which his fortune 


would admit. On ſome  occafions, he exerted 


himſelf with great vigour and ſucceſs. When a 
gentleman came to London, in 1756, to folicit 


contributions towards building a church for the 


Proteſtants of Thorn, in Poland, our author was 


particularly ſerviceable to him, both by his advice 
and recommendation. He, in à great meaſure, 


togk upon himſelf the management of the affair; 
on which account he ue receiyed the thanks 
of the preſident and fellows of the college of 
: 3 | Thorn, 
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Thorn, in an elegant Latin letter. Near the time 
of his deceaſe, he was engaged in aſſiſting and re- 
commending the Rey, Mr. Finman, miniſter of 
the reformed congregation at Rutzow, in the dutchy 
of Mecklenberg Schwerin, who had come over to 
England for a like purpoſe. Upon this occaſion, 
a letter was w:itten to Dr. Lardner, by Dr. Secker, 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, which was the conclu- 
ſion of a very long correſpondence between two 
eminent perſons, who were now each of them on the 
verge of diſſolution. In his private deportment, ' - 
proceeds Dr. Kippis, Dr. Lardner wes very amiable. * 
His manners were polite, gentle, and 'oBliging; and 

he was attentive, in every reſpect, to the laws of 


decorum.” | 


„On the learning of Dr. Lardner, it is not ne- 
ceſſary to mw ſince his character in this reſpect 
is known to all the world. With regard to that 
ſpecies of literature which was cultivated by him, 
he was accutate and profound in the greateſt de- 

gree. Some branches of knowledge there were to 
which he did not apply his attention; for who is 
adequate to every” el But as a divine, and 
eſpecially with relation to his acquaintance with the 
New Teſtament, and with Chriſtian antiquity, per- 
haps he never had his equal.“ | ; 

A new edition of Dr. Lardner's Works was- 
publiſhed in 1788, in eleven volumes, 8vo. which 
was reviſed by the Rev. Mr. Baxter Cole, and to 
which was prefixed a valuable life of the author by 

Dr. Kippis, to which we have been indebted for the 

materials of our account of him. The merit of 

Dr. Lardner's writings have occaſioned them to be 

tranſlated into Latin, and into ſeveral modern lan- 

— IND | 

biſhop Watſon, in his Catalogue of books: of 
Divinity, having mentioned Dr. Lardner's Letter on 
| Fan 
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the Logos, immediately ſubjoins ſome judicious reflec- 
tions, which we ſhall here inſert : *© Newton and 
Locke,” ſays his lordſhip, were eſteemed Socinians, 
Lardner was an avowed one; Clarke and Whiſton 
were declared Arians ; Bull and Waterland were pro- 
feſſed Athanaſians. Who will take upon him to ſay, 
that theſe men were not equal to each other in probity 
and ſcriptural knowledge! and, if that be admitted, 
ſurely we ought to learn no other leſſon, from the di- 
verſity of their opinions, except thatof perfect modera- 
tion and good-will towards all thoſe who happen to differ 
from ourſelves. We ought to entertain no other wiſh 

but that every.man may be allowed, without loſs of 
fame or fortune, et /entire que velit, et que ſentiat 
dicere. This abſolute freedom of enquiry, it is ap- 
prehended, is the beſt way of inveſtigating the ſenſe 
of Scripture, the moſt probable meanof producing an 
uniformity of opinion, and of rendering the Goſpel 
diſpenſation as intelligible to us in the eighteenth cen. 
tury, as, we preſume, it was to Chriſtiany in the firſt,” 
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WILLIAM HOGARTH. 
LA. D. 1698, to 1964] | 


Hs celebrated Artiſt was born in London, 
in the pariſh of St. Bartholomew, in the year 
1698, His father had been a country ſchool 
maſter, and afterwards became. a corrector of the 
preſs in London. Young Hogarth was put ap- 
rentice to Ellis Gamble, a filver-ſmith, in Cran- 
9 Leiceſter. fields. It is ſaid, that it is 
not unuſual in this profeſſion to bind apprentices ta 
the fingle branch of engraving arms and cyphers on 
every ſpecies of metal; and in that particular de- 
partment of the buſineſs young Hogarth was em- 
loyed. But before his time was expired,” fays 
Mr Horace Walpole, ** he felt the impulſe of 
„ genius, and felt it directed him to painting.” . 
1 his apprenticeſhip, he ſet out one Sunday, 
with two or three companions, on an excurſion to 
Highgate. The weather being hot, they went into 
a public-houſe, where they had not been long, be- 
fore a quarrel aroſe between ſome perſons in the 
ſame room. One of the diſputants {truck the other 
on the head with a quart pot, and cut him very 
much. The blood running down the man's face, 
together with the agony of the wound, which had 
diſtorted his features into a moſt hideous grins _ 
Vor. VII. H preſented _ 
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preſented Hogarth, who ſhewed himſelf thus early 
appriſed of the mode Nature had intended he ſhould 

urſue, with too laughable a ſubje& to be over- 

ked. He drew out his pencil, and produced on 

the ſpot one of the moſt ludicrous figures that ever 
- was ſeen. What rendered this piece the more 
valuable was, that it exhibited an exact likeneſs of 
the man, with the portrait of his antagoniſt, and 
the figures in caricature of the principal perſons 
gathered round him. | 

« His apprenticeſhip was no. ſooner expired,” 
ſays Mr. Walpole, “than he entered into the 
academy in St. Martin's Lane, and ſtudied drawing 
from the life, in which he never attained to great 
excellence. It was character, the paſſions, the 
ſoul, that his genius was given him to copy. In 
Eolouring he proved no greater a maſter : his force 
lay in expreſſion, not in tints and chizro ſcuro“. 
Mr. Nichols remarks, that Hogarth's principel 
employment at firſt ** ſeems to have been the en- 
graving of arms and ſhop bills. The next ſtep 
was to deſign and furniſh: plates for bookſellers ; 
'and here we are fortunately ſupplied with dates, 
Thirteen folio prints, with his name to each, a 
peared in “ Aubry de la Motraye's Travels,” © 
1722 ſeven ſmaller prints for“ Apuleius Golden 
Afs,” in 1724; fifteen head-pieces to Beaver's 
Military Puniſhments of the Ancients,”” and five 
ftontiſpieces for the tranſlation of Caffandra, in five 
volumes, 12% 1725; ſeventeen cuts for a duo- 
diecimo edition of Hudibras (with Butler's head), in 
1720 two for © Perſeus and Andromeda,” in 
1730; two for Milton (the date uncertain); and a 
variety of others between 1726 and 1733. | 
Neo ſymptom of genius,“ * Mr. Walpole, 
+ dawned in thoſe plates. His Hudibras was the 
Gift of dis works that marked him as a man * 

N he 
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the common; yet what made him then noticed. 
now ſurpriſes us to find ſo little humour in a» 
undertaking ſo congenial to his talents.” 
1 On the ſucceſs, however, of thoſe plates,” 
_ Mir. Walpole ſays, he commenced painter, * 
painter of portraits; the moſt ill- ſuited employ- 
ment imaginable to a man whole turn certainly was 
not flattery, nor his talent adapted to look on vas 
nity without a ſneer. Yet his facility in catching 
a likeneſs, and the method he choſe of painting 
families and converſations in ſmall, then a novelty, 
drew him prodigious buſineſs. for ſome time. It 
did not laſt, either from his applying to the real 
bent of his diſpoſition, or from his cuſtomers ap- 
prehending that a ſatiriſt was too formidable a con» 
feflor for the devotees of ſelf-love.” There are 
ftill many family pictures by Mr, Hogarth exiſting, 
in the ſtyle of ſerious converſation- pieces. He wis 
not however lucky in all his reſemblances, and 
has ſometimes failed where many other artiſts have 
ſucceeded. 8 
It was Mr. Hogarth's cuſtom to ſketch out on 
'the ſpot any remafkable face which particularly 
ſtruck him, and of which he wiſhed to preſerve the 
remembrance. -** A gentkman ſtill kving 4nforms 
me,” ſays Mr, Nichols, that being ence with our 
painter at the Bedford Coffee houſe, he obſerved 
him to draw ſomething with a pencil on his naik 
Enquiring what had been his employment, he was 
ſhewn' the countenance {a whimſical one) of a 
perſon who was then at a ſmall diſtance.” +. +. 
It happened in the early part of Hogarth's life, 
that a nobleman, who was uncommonly ugly and 
deformed, came to ſit to. him for his picture. It was 
executed with a ſkill that did honour to the artiſt's 
ahilities.: but the likenefs was ' rigidly -obſerved, 
without even the neceſſary attention to, compliment * 
' 4 21 
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or flattery. The peer, diſguſted at this counterpart 
of his dear ſelf, neyer once. thought of paying for 
a, refleQtor that would only inſult him with his de- 
formities. Some time was ſuffered to elapſe before 
the artiſt applied for his money's but afterwards 
many, applications were made by him (who. had 
then no need of a banker) for payment, _ without 
ſucceſs. The painter, however, at laſt hit upon an 
expedient, which he knew muſt alarm the noble- 
man's pride, and by that means anſwer his pur- 
ſe. It was couched, in the following card: 
Mr. Hogacth's dutiful reſpects to Lord —; 
finding that he does not mean to have the picture 
which was drawn for him, is informed again of 
Mr. H's neceſſity for the money; if, therefore, 
his lordſhip does not ſend for it in three days, it 
will be difooſed of, with the addition of a tail, 
and ſome other little appendages, to Mr. Hare, 
the famous wild-beaſt man; Mr. H. having given 
that gentleman a conditional promiſe of it for 
exhibition-piQure, on his lordſhip's refuſal.” _ 
This, intimation had the defired effect. The 
picture was ſent home, and committed to the flames. 
In 1730, Mr. Hogarth married the only daughter 
of dir 12 Thornhill, by whom he had no child. 
This union, indeed, was a ſtolen one, and con- 
- ſequently without the approbation of Sir James, 
who, confidering the youth of his daughter, then 
barely eighteen, and the lender finances of her, 
huſband, as yet an obſcure artiſt, was not eaſily. 
reconciled to the match. Soon after this 5 
however, he began his Harlot's Progreſs (the coffin, 
in the laſt plate is inſcribed September 2, 1731) ; 
and was adviſed by Lady "Thornhill ta have tome, 
of the ſcenes in it placed in the way of bis. father-. 
in-law. Accordingly, one morning early, Mrs., 
Hogarth utidertook to convey ſeveral of them into 


his 
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his  dining-room. When be aroſt, he enquired 
from wWhence they came ; and being told by whom 
they were introduced, he cried. out, Very well; 
the man, who can furniſh repreſentations hke theſe, 
can alſo maintain a wife without a portion.” 
He deſigned this remark as an excuſe for keeping 
his purſe - ſtrings cloſe; but, ſoon after, became 
both reconciled and generous to tlie young people. 
Soon after his marriage, Hoegarth had ſummer- 
lodgings at, South-Lambeth ; and, being intimate 
Mr. Tyers, cantributed to the improvement 
of he Spring Gardens at Vauxhall, . by the hint 
of embelliſhmg-.them with paintings,-ſome of which 
were the ſuggeſtions of his own truly comic pencil. 
theſe were the ** Four Parts of the Day,” 
ied. by Hayman from the ns of our artiſt. 
72 ſcenes of © Evening 3 Night“ are ſtill 
there; and portraits o Henry VIII. and Anne 
on once adorned the old great room on the 
ht hand of the entry into the gardens. | For his 
ance; Mr. Tyers gratefully preſented him wit! 
a gold ticket of endes or biraſelf and his 
friends, inſcribed 5 


IN PERPETUAM BENEFICH) MEMORIAM,. © . 


po 1733, his genius became conſpicuouſly known. 
he third ſcene, of his- © Harlot's Progreſs” intro- 
uced him to the notice of the great.” At à board 
of Treaſury, which was held a day or two after the. 
appearance of that print, a copy of it was ſhewn by 
one of the lords, as containing, among other ex- 
cellencies, a ſtriking likeneſs of Sir John Gonſon. 
It gave univyerſal ſatis faction; from the Treaſury % 
each lord repaired to the'priat-ſhop fona copy of it; 
and Hogarth roſe completely into fame. : 
* The familiarity of the ſubject,“ ſays Mr. Nichols, 
aud the propriety of its execution, made the Har- 
H 3 lotꝰs 
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Jot's Progreſs,” taſted by all ranks of people. 
Above twelve hundred names were entered in our 
artiſt's | fabſcription-book. ' It' was made into a 
pantomime by 'Theopbilus Cibber; and again re- 
preſented on the ſtage; under the title of *© The Jew 
_ decoyed, or à Harlot's Progreſs,” in a Ballad Opera. 
Fan-mounts were likewiſe ' engraved, containing 
miniature repreſentations of. alt the fix plates. 
' Thefe were uſually printed off with red ink, three 
- compartments on one fide, and three on the other,” 
Ide ingenious Abbe Du Bos has often com- 
plained; that no hiſtory-painter of his time ww 
through a ſeries of actions, and thus, like an hi 
torian, painted the ſuccefhive fortune of an hero, 
from the cradle to the grave, What Du Bos wiſhed 
to ſee done, Hogarth performed. He launches out 
Sis young adventurer a ſimple girl upon the town, 
and conducts her through all the viciſſitudes of 
wretchedneſs to a premature death. This was 
painting to the underſtanding and to the heart; 
none had ever before made the penert ſubſervientz 
to the purpoſes of morality and inſtruction; a book 
like this is fitted to every ſoil and every obſerver, 
and he that runs may read. Nor was the ſucceſs 


8 of Hogarth confined to his perſons. One of his 


excellencies conſiſted in what may be termed the. 
furniture of his pieces; for as, in ſublime and 
hiſtorical repreſentations, the fewer trivial circum- 
ſtances are permitted to divide the ſpectator's at- 
tention from the principal figures, the greater is 
their force; fo, in ſcenes copied from familiar life, 
proper variety of little domeſtic images contri- 
butes to throw ha degree of veriſimilitude on the 
whole. The Rake's levee- room,” ſays Mr. Wal- 
Pole, © the Nobleman's dining- room, the apart - 

ments of the huſband and wife in Marriage if 
- WE. 3, 


4 
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Mode, the Alderman's parlour, the bed - chamber, 
and many others, are the hiſtory of the manners of 
the age.“ | | 1851 

The“ Rake's Progreſs” (publiſhed in the ſame 
year, and fold at Hogarth's houſe, the Golden 
Head in Leiceſter Fields), though ** perhaps ſupe- 
rior, had not, as Mr. Walpole obſerves, ſo 


much ſucceſs, from want of novelty; nor is the 


print of the arreſt equal in merit᷑ to the others. 

„The curtain, however,” ſays he, was now 
drawn aſide, and his genius ſtood diſplayed in its” 
full luſtre, From time to time our artiſt continued 


to give thoſe works that ſhould be immortal, if 
tlie nature of his art will allow it. Even the re- 


ceipts for his ſubſcriptions had wit in them. Many 
of his plates he engraved himſelf, and often ex- 


punged. faces etched by his affiſtants,. when they 


had not done juſtice to his ideas. Not conteat 
with ſhining: in a path untrodden before, he wis 
ambitious of diſtinguiſhing himſelf as a painter of 
hiſtory ;? and in 1736 * — to the hoſpital of 
St. Bartholomew, 4 Fwhich he was then appointed- 
a governor, a painting of the Pool of Betheſda, and 


another of the Good Samaritan. -** But the genius 


that had entered ſo feelingly into the. calamities 
and crimes. of familiar life, deſerted him in a walk 
that called for dignity and grace. The burleſque 
turn of his mind mixed itſelf with the moſt ferious 


ſubjects. In the Pool of Betheſda, a ſervant of a 


rich vlcerated lady beats back a poor man that 
ſought the ſame celeſtial remedy ; and in his Danas 
(for which the Duke of Ancaſter paid 60 guineas} 


the old nurſe tries a coin of the golden ſhower 
with her teeth, to ſee if it is true gold. Both cir- 


cumſtances are juſtly thought, but rather too ludi- 
crous It is a much more capital fault that Danae 
herſelf is a mere f of Drury, He ſeems to 

„ bave 


— —_—_— — — — 
— — — — ——I— - 


: 


* 


25 IHE LIFE OF 


- Rave conceived no higher degree of beauty. . 
Parſons alſo, in his Lectures on Phyſiognomy, 
4t0. p. 58, ſays, „Thus yielded Danae to the 
Golden Shower, and thus was her paſſion painted 
3 Mr. Hogarth.“ 

The novelty and 9 of Hogarth's per- 
formances ſoon tempted the my artift and print - 
dealer to avail hemietves of his defigns, and rob 
him of the advantages which he was — - \ 4 
rive from them. This was 1. 
with the Midnight Converſation,” the K ar. 
_fot's” and Rake's Progreſſes, and others of his 
«<arly works. To put a ſtop to depredations like 
theſe on the property of himſelf and others, and to 
ſi cure the emoluments reſulting from his own la- 
bours, as Mr: Walpole obſerves, he applied to the 
le ziſlature, and obtained an act of parliament, 8 


| George if. chap. 38, to veſt an excluſive right in 


defigners and engravers, and to reſtrain the mul- 
tiplying of copies of their works without the con- 
ſent of the artiſt. This ſtatute was drawn by his 
friend Mr. Huggins, who took for his =. the 
eſyhth of Queen Anne, in favour of literary pro- 
RR but it was not ſo accurately executed as en- 

irely to remedy the evil; for, in a cauſe founded 
on it, which came before Lord Hardwicke in 
Chancery, that excellent Lawyer determined, that 
nd affignee, claiming under an aſſignment from the 
original inventor, could take any benefit by it. 
Hogarth, immediately after the paffing the act, 
publiſhed a ſmall print, with emble matical devices, 
and he following inſcription exprefling his gra- 


8 utude to the three dranches of the legiſlature: th 


N 10 bumble and — acknew'edptnent , 
| Of the grace and goodneſs of the LEGISLATURE, 
Manifeſted 4 ö 
Is r of PARLIAMENT for the Jon 
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oO the Arts of Deſigning, Engraving, &. 
5 92 Obtained > 2323646 46 
By the Endeavours, and almoſt at rhe ſole Expence, 
Of the Deſigner of as I” in the Year 17353 
: whic Ae 
Not only the Profeſſors of thoſe Arty were reſcued © 
From the Tyranny, Frauds, and Piracies' - 
£3.10 Of Monopoliziog Dealers 
And legally entitled to the Fruits of their own Labours ; 
| ut Genius and Induſtry were alſo prompted 
Py the moſt noble and Idducements to exert themſelves; 
| | Eads en was eee 
Ornamental Compuſidons were better und ; 
And every Manufacture, where Fancy has ary Concern, | 
Was gradually raĩſed toa Pitehof Perfectiun he fore unkhowu; 
Inſomuch, thatthoſ&of Ga EAT BN © 
Are at preſent the moſt Elegant Ke. Al 
And the moſt in Eſteem of any in Eveors.” * 


This plate he afterwards made to ſerve for receipt 


for ſabſcriptiorts'; firſt, to à print of an Election 
Entertainment; and afterwards for three, prints: - 


more, repreſeniting tlie “ polling for members for 
parliament, canvaſſing for votes, and chairing the 


members.” The royal crown at the top of this 
receipt is darting its rays on mitres, coronets, the. 
Chancellor's great ſeal, the Speaker's hat, &c. &c. 
and on a ſcroll is written, © An Act for the Encou- 


ragement of the Arts of Deſigning, Engraving; and 
Etching, by veſting the Properties | thereof in the 
Inventors and Engravers, during the Time therein 
mentioned.“ It was Deſigned, etched, and 


publiſhed as the Act directs, by W. Hogarth, © 


March 20, 17564. After 'Hogarth'; death, the le- 
giflature, by Stat. 7 Geo 11. chap. 38. granted to 


his widow a further excluſive term of twenty years 


In the year 1736, Dean Swift introduced Ho- 
into one of his poems, called a ** Deſcription 

of the Legion Club,” in which, after a ſatirical 
me ;Þ 35,4. © 2 ANN 


in the progeny of her huſband's works. 
1 


- 
— —— .: — — — 


— — 
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xepreſentation of many characters, are the follow&- 
ing lines: | e 
How I want thee, humorous Hogarth ! 
Thou, I hear, a pleaſant rogue art 
Were but you and 1 acquainted, 
Every monſter ſhould be painted: 
You ſhould try your graving tools _ 
On this odious group of fools; _ 
Draw the beaſts as I deſctibe them; 
Form their features, while I gibe them; 
Draw them like, for I aſſure ye, 
Tou will need no caricatura. 
Draw them fo, that we may trace 
All the ſoul in every face.“ 


— * 


-— = 


In 2745, Hogarth fold about twenty of his capital 
pictures by auction; and in the ſame year acquired 
Aadditienal reputation by the fix prints of Marriage 

Ala. Mode,” which may be regarded as the ground- 
work of a novel called ** The Marriage AQ,” by 
Dr. Shebbeare, and, of The Clandeſtine Mar- 
. © Fiage.” In the prologue to that excellent comedy, 
Mr. Garrick thus handfomely expreſſed his regard 

ſor the memory of his friend: | 


Poets and painters, who from nature draw 
Their beſt and richeſt ſtores, have made this law ; 
That each ſhould neighbourly aſſiſt his brother, 

And iteal with deceney from one another. 

E r matchleſs Hogarth gives thy 
| thought, 11 | Th We 
Which from g is canvas to the ſtage is brought. 

And who ſo fit to warm the poet's mind, 

As he who pictur'd morals and mankind ? 

But not the ſame their characters and ſcenes; 


Both labour for one end, by different means : 
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Fach, as it ſuits him, takes a ſeparate road,” 


Their one great object, Marriage à- la- Mode! 


W here titles deign with cits to have and hold, 


And change rich blood for more ſubſtantial gold 1 


- And honour'd trade from intereſt turns aſide, 
To hazard happineſs for titled pride. 
The painter dead, yet ſtill he charms the eye; 
While England lives, his fame can never die 2 
But he, who ſtruts his hour upon the ſtage,” 

Can ſcarce extend his fame for half an age; 
Nor pen nor pencil can the actor fave, | | 

The art, and artiſt, ſhare one common grave.“ 

Soon after the peace of Aix la Chapelle, Hogarth 

went over to France, and was taken into cuſtody at 

Calais, while he was drawing the gate of that town, 


a circumſtance which he has recorded in his pic- © 
ture, intituled, O the Roaſt Beef of Old England!” 


publiſhed March:26; 1740. He was actually car- 
ried before the governor as a ſpy, and, after a very 


ſtrict examination, committed a priſoner to Gran- 


frre; his landlord, on his. promiſing that Hogarth 
thould not go out of his houſe till it was to embark 


for England. | 


Soon after this period he purchaſed a little houſe” 


at Chiſwick ; where he uſually paſſed" the greateſt 


part of the ſummer ſeaſon, yet not without* occa- 


fronal viſits to his houſe in Leiceſter Fields. 


In 1753, he appeared to the world in the charac- 


ter of an author, and pnbliſhed a+ quarto volume, 
intituled, The Analyfis of Beauty, written with 


a View of fixing the fluctuating Ideas of Taſte.“ 


In this performance he ſhews, by x variety of ex- 
amples, that a curve is the line of beauty, and that 
round. ſwelling figures are molt pleaſing to the eye; 


and the truth of his opinion has bee countenanceg 


by ſabſequent writers on the ſubjo&t, 


| 
- i 
y 
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Mr. Nichols informs. us, that Hogarth was always 
on terms of the ſtricteſt friendſhip with Dr. Hoadly, 
chancellor of Wincheſter, and frequently viſited 
hum at Wincheſter, St, Croſs, and Alresford; It 
is well known, that Dr. Hoadly's fondneſs for 
theatrical exhibitions was ſo great, that few viſitors 
were ever long in his houſe before they were ſoli- 
cited to accept a part in ſome. inter] or other. 
Bebel with Garrick and eget, once per- 
formed a laughable parody on the ſcene in Julius 
| Err, Where the Ghoſt appears to Brutus. Ho- 
garth perſonated the fpe@re; but ſo unretentive 
_ was his memory, that, although his ſpeech con- 
ſiſted only of two lines, he was unable to get them 
by heart. At laſt they hit on the following expe- 
dient in his favour. The verſes he was to deliver 
were written in ſuch large letters, on the outſide of 
an illuminated paper-lanthorn, that he could read 
them when he entered with it in his hand on the 
ſtage. . Hogarth painted a ſcene on this occaſion, 
repreſenting a ſutling booth, with the Duct of 
Cumberland head by way of ſign. He alſo pre- 
pared the play- bill, with characteriſtic ornaments. 
- Hogarth was likewiſe remarkable for his abſence 
of mind. At table he would ſometimes turn round 
his chair as if he had finiſhed eating, and as fud- 
denly would re · turn it, and fall to his meal again. 
He once directed a letter to Dr. Hoadly, thus, — 
To the Doctor at Chelſea.” This epiſtle, how- 
ever, by good luck, did not miſcarry; and was 
| Preſerved by the late Chancellor of Wincheſter, as 
⁊ pleaſant memorial of his friend's extraordinary 
ipatteng ian enn 
Ihe following inſtance of Hogarth's abſence of 
mind is likewiſe related. Soon after he fet up his 
carriage, he had occaſion to pay a viſit to the lord- 
mayor, who is ſuppoſed to have been Mr. 788 
6. 2 . | Old. 
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ford. When he went, the weather was ſine; but 
buſineſs detained him till a violent ſhower of rain 
came on. He was let out of the Manſion - houſe by 
a different door from that at which he entered; 
and, ſeeing the rain, began immediately to call for 
a hackney-coach. Not one was to be met with on 
any of the neighbouring ſtands ; and our artiſt 


ſallied forth to brave the ſtorm, and actually reached 


Leiceſter · fields without beſtowing a thought on 
his own carriage, till Mrs. Hogarth (ſurprized to 
ſee him ſo wet and ſplaſhed) aſked. where he had 
left it. 1117 | . 
© The laſt memorable event in our artiſt's life,“ as 
Mr. Walpole obſerves. was his quarrel with Mr. 
Wilkes, in which, if Mr, Hogarth did not commence 
direct hoſtilities on the latter, he at leaſt obliquely. 
gave the frſt offence, by an attack on the friends and 
party of that gentleman. This conduct was the more 
ſurprizing, as he had all his life avoided dipping his 
pencil in political conteſts, and had early refuſed. a 
very lucrative offer that was made to engage him 
in a ſet of prints againſt the head of a court-patry. 
Without entering into the merits of the cauſe, I 
ſhall only ſtate the fact. In September, 1962, Mr. 
Hogarth publiſhed his print of The Times. It 
was anſwered by Mr. Wilkes in a ſevere North 
Briton. On this the painter exhibited the caricae 
tura of the writer. Mr, Churchill, the poet, then 
engaged in the war, and wrote his Epiſtle to Ho- 
garth, not the brighteſt of his works, and in which 


the ſevereſt ſtrokes fell on a defect that the painter 
had neither cauſed nor could amend— his age; and 


which, however, was neither remarkable nor de- 
crepit; much leſs had it impaired his talents, as 
appeared by his having d but ſix months 
before one of his moſt capital works, the ſatire on 
the Methodiſts. In revenge for. this epiſtle, mw 


\ 
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garth caricatured Churchill, under the form of 4 


canonical bear, with a club and a pot of porter et 

vituld tu dignus & hie— never did two angry men 

of their abilities throw mud with lefs dexterity.“ 
Hogarth died at his houſe in Leiceſter-fields, on 


the 26th of October, 1764, aged fixty-ſeven 2 


and was interred in the church-yard at Chiſwick, 
where à monument is erected to his memory. 
Among other eminent writers who have celebrated 


the merits of Hogarth, Mr. Hayley, in his Epiſtle 


to Mr. Romney, has the following lines: 


Nor, if her favour'd hand may hope to ſhed 
The flowers of glory o'er the fkiltul dead, 
Thy Talents, Hogarth ! will ſhe leave unſung ; 
Charm of ali eyes, and Theme of every tongue 
A ſeparate province twas thy praiſe to rule: 

Self- form'd thy Pencil! yet thy works a School, 
Where ſtrongly painted, in gradations nice, 
The Pomp of Folly, and the Shame of Vice, 
Reach'd thro” the laughing Eye the mended mind, 
And moral Humour fportive Art refin'd. 

While fleeting Manners, as minutely ſhown 
As the clear proſpect on the mirror thrown ; 
While Truth of Character, exactly hit, 
And dreſt in all the dyes of Eomic wit; 


While theſe, in Fielding's page, deli ht ſupply, 


So long thy Pencil with his Pen ſhall vie. 


Science with grief beheld thy drooping age 


Fall the ſad victim of a Poet's- rage; ; 
But Wit's vindictive ſpleen, that mocks controul, - 
Nature's high tax on luxury of ſoul |! | 
. This, both in Bards and Painters; Fame forgives z 

Their Frailty's buried, but their Genius lives.“ 


| Mr. Horace Walpole ſtiles Hogarth a great and 
enginal-genius ; and remarks, that he confiders 
Dim 
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him rather as a writer of comedy with à pencil, 
than as a painter. If catching the manners and 
ſollies of an age, ſays he, living as they viſe, if 
general ſatire on vices and ridicules familiarized 
by ſtrokes of nature, and- heightened by wit, and 
the whole animated by proper and juſt expreſſions 
of the paſſions, be comedy, Hogarth compoſed 
comedies as much as Moliere: in his Marriage 
à-la-Mode there is even an intrigue carried on 
throughout the piece. He is more true to charac- 
ter than Congreve.; each perfonage is diſtin from 
the Teſt, acts in his ſphere, and cannot be con- 
' founded with any other of the dramatis perſonæ. 
The alderman's footboy, in the laſt print of the ſer 
J have mentioned, is an ignorant ruſtic; and if 
wit is ſtruck out from the characters in which it 
is not expected, it is from their acting comforma- 
bly to their fituation, and from the mode of their 
paſſions, not from their having the wit of fine gen- 
tlemen. Thus there is wit in the figure of the 
alderman, who, when his daughter is expiring in 
the agonies of poiſon, wears a face of ſolicitude, 
but it is to fave her gold ring, which he is drawing 
5 gently from her finger. The thought is parallel to 
oliere's, where the miſer puts out one of the 
candles as he is talking. Moliere, inimitable as he 
has proved, brought a rude theatre to perfection. 
Hogarth had no model to follow and improve upon. 
He created bis art; and uſed colours inſtead of 
language. His place is between the Italians, whom 
we may confider'as epic poets and tragedians, and 
the Flemiſh painters, who are as writers of farce 
and. editors of burleſque nature. They ares the 
Tom Browns of the mob. Hogarth reſembles 
Butler, but his ſubjects are more univerſal; and 
. amidſt-all' his pleaſantry he obſerves the true end 
2 : 4 | of. 
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of n reſormation: there is always a moral 
to his pid ures. Sometimes he roſe to tragedy, 
not in the cataſtrophe of kings and heroes, but in 
marking how vice conducts inſenſibly and inciden- 
tally to miſery and ſhame. He warns againſt en- 
couraging cruelty and idleneſs in young winds, 
and diſceins how the different vices of the great 
ang egy lead by various paths to the fame 
I he fine lady in Marriage-à la-Mode, 
1d Nom N Nero in the Four Stages of Cruelty, ter- 
f 5 their ſtory in blood ſhe occaſions the mur · 


der of her huſband; he affaflinates his miſtreſs. 


How delicate and ſuperior too is his fatire, when 
he intimates in the College of Phyficians and Sur- 
ons that preſide at a diſſection, how the legal 
habitude . ſhocking ſcenes hardens: the 
human mind, and renders; it unfecling. The preſi- 
dent maintains the dignity of inſenſib'lity over an 
executed corpſe, and conſiders it but as the object 
of a lecture. In the print of the Sleeping Bee | 
this habitual indifference only excites our | 
It is ſeldom that his figures do not ex preis the 
character he intended to giye them. When they 
wanted an illuſtration that colours could not bes, 
ſlow, collateral circumſtances, full of wit; ſupply 
notes. The nobleman in Marriage a-la:Mode' has 
a great ar—the coronet on his crutches, and his 
- pedigree iſſuing out of the bowels of William the: 
Conqueror, add his character. In the; breakfaſt 
the old ſteward reflects for the ſpectator. Some 
times a ſhort label is an epigtam, and is never in- 
troduced without improving the ſubject. Unfor- 
tunately ſome circumſtances, that were temporaty, 
will be loſt to poſterity, the fate of all comic an- 
thors; and if ever an author wanted a commentary, 
dat none of his beauties might be loſt, it is Ho- 
9 
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garth - not ſrom being obſcure, (for he never was 
that but in two or three of his firſt prints, where 
tranſient national follies, as lotteries, free - maſonry, 
and the South-ſea, were his topicks), but for the uſe 
of foreigners, and from a multiplicity of little inci- 
dents, not eſſential to, but always heightening, the 
principal action. Such is the ſpider's-web extended 
over the poors box in a pariſh-church ; the blunders 
in architecture in the nobleman's ſeat ſeen through 
the window, in the firſt print of Marriage a-la» 
Mode; and a thouſand in the Strollers drefling in a 
Barn, which for wit and imagination, without any 
other end, I think the beſt of all his works: as 
for uſeful and deep fatire, that on the Methodiſts 
is the moſt ſublime. The ſcenes of Bedlam and 
the gaming -houſe, are inimitable repreſentations 
of our ſerious follies or unavoidable woes; and the 
concern ſhown by the lord-mayor, when the com- 
panion of his childhooy'is brought before him as 
a criminal, is a touching picture, and big with 
humane admonition and reflection.“ | | 

In his. private character Hogarth was liberal and 
hoſpitable, and a very punctual pay-maſter ; but 
his manners were unpohſhed- He was alfo fond 
of flattery, and not ſufficiently inclined to do juſtice 
to the merits of others. For the materials of this 
account of him, we have been indebred to Mr. 
Nichols's © Biographical Anecdotes of William 
Hogarth,” the ſecond edition of which was pub- 
liſhed in 8vo. in 1782; and to Mr. Horace Wal- 
pole's © Anecdotes of Painting in England.“ In 
both thoſe works may be found Catalogues of Mr. 
Hogarth's prints. | (OOO 44s 
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A p. 1638, to 1770.] 


| * 
T HIS very learned and excellent Divine wal 
born in London, on the 23d of October, 
1698. His father, Renatus Jortin, was a native 
of Bretagne in France; he came over to England 
about the year 1687, when the Proteſtants were 
obliged to quit France, in conſequence of the re- 
vocation of the Edict of Nantes; and was made a 
gentleman of the privy chamber in 1691, became 
afterwards ſecretary to Lord Orford, Sir George 
Rooke, and Sir Cloudeſly" Shovel ; and was Ca 
away with the laſt, the 22d of OQober, 170) 
His mother was Martha Rogers, of-an ancient a 
reſpectable family in Bucks, which. had produce 
| Tome clergymen diſtinguiſhed by their abilities and 
laarniag, He was trained at the Charter-Houſe 
ſchoel, where-hg made a good proficiency in Greek 
and Latin: his French he. learned at home, and 
underſtood and ſpake-that language well. 


Fa May, 1715, he was admitted of Jeſus Col- 
lege in Cambridge; and, about two years after, 
Was recommended by his tutor, Dr. Thirlby, who 
was then fond of him, and always retained a 
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friendſhip for him, to make extracts from Euſta- 
thius, for the uſe of Pope's Homer. In an account 
of this tranſaction, written by Jortin himſelf, are 
the following paſſages: I cannot recollect what 
Mr. Pope * — for each book of Homer ; I have. 
a-notion that it was three or four guineas.”—** I was 
in ſome hopes in thoſe days (for I was young) that 
Mr. Pope would make inquiry about his coadjutor, 
and take ſome. civil notice of him. But he did 
not; and I had no notion of obtruding myſelf 
upon him.—I never ſaw his face.” | 
Mr. Jortin took a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
090 1718-19, and a Maſter's in 1722; he had 
been choſen Fellow of his college ſoon after the 
taking of his firſt degree. This year he diſtin» 
guiſhed himſelf by the publication of a few Latin 
poems, entituled, ** Lufus Poetici, which were well 
received. September, 1723, he entered into Dea- 
con's orders, and into Prieſt's the June following. 
anuary, 1726-7, he was preſented by his College to 
waveſey, near Cambridge; but marrying a daughter 
of Mr. Chibnall, of. Newport-Pagnell, Bucks, in 
1728, he reſigned that living, and ſoon after ſet- 
tled himſelf in London. In this town he ſpent. the 
next two-and-thirty years of his life; for, though 
the Earl of Winchel(ca gave him the living of Ealt» 
well in Kent, where he, rcfided a. little time; yet 
he very ſoon quitted it, and returned to London. 
Here for many years he had employment as a 
preacher in ſevetal chapels; with the emoluments 
of which, and a decent competency of his own, 


be ſupported himſelf and his family in a reſpeRable + - 


though private manner, dividing his leiſure hours 
between his books and his friends, . eſpecially. thoſe 
of the Literati, with whom he always kept up a 
cloſe and intimate conneQAian, 
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- In 1730 he publiſhed ** Four Sermons, on th 
Fruth of the Chriſtian Religion; the ſubſtance o 
which was afterwards incorporated in a work of 
his, intituled, - * Diſcourſes concerning the *I'ruth 
_ of the Chriſtian Religion ;” printed in 1746, in 
octavo. N : 4s 
Ibis is a very valuable work, and contains much 
good ſenſe and erudition, and many excellent ob- 
ſervations. aj : E 
In 1731, he publiſhed © Miſcellaneous Obfer- 
vations upon Authors Ancient and Modern,“ in 
two volumes, octavo. This is a collection of cri- 
tical remarks, of which however he was not the 
ole, though principal, author; Pearce, Maſon, 
"and others, were contributors to it. In 1751, 
_ Archbiſhop Herring gave him, unafked, the living 
of St. Dunſtan in the Eaft, London. This prelate, 
with whom be had been long acquainted, bad en- 
- tertained an high and affectionate regard for him; 
had endeavoured aforetime to ſerve him in many 
inſtances, with others; and afterwards, in 17 55» 
conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Divi- 
nity. This ſame year, 1751, came out his firſt 
volume of Remarks upon Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory,” 
oftavo. This work was inſcribed to the Earl of 
Burlington, by whom, as Truſtee for the Boy lean 
Lectute, be had, through the application of Arch- 
biſhop Herring and e e deen appointed 
in 1749 to preach that Lecture. There is a pre- 
face to this volume, of more than 40 pages, an ad- 
mirable one indeed; for, beſides 3 png 
and ingenuity diſplayed throughout, it is full of the 
| ſpirit of liberty 3 Theſe Remarks 
_ _upan Ecdlefiaſtical Hiſtory” were continued, in four 
- Tucceeding volumes, down to the year 1517, when 
Luther began the work of Reformation; two pub- 
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liſhed” by himſelf, in 1752 and 1954; and two 
' after is deach, in 1273 _ 344 
In 1755 he publiſhed “dix Diſſertations upon 
different objet, in octavo. The Sixth Diſſer- 
tation is on the State of the Dead, as deſcribed bx 
Homer and Virgil; and the remarks in this, wad. 
ing to eſtabliſh the great antiquity of the doctrine 
of a future ſtate, interfered with Dr. Warburton 
in his Divine Legation of Moſes.” This gave riſe 
to a piece, which was publiſhed againſt him, under 
the title of A Diſſertation on the Delicacy of 
Friendſhip.” This was a very :rtful, but a very 
illiberal attack on Dr. Jortin, becauſe he had too 
much dignity and independence of mind, to com- 
pliment Warburton in the indiſcriminate and ab- 


ſurd manner that was then become faſhionable. - 


among his admirers. Jortin made no reply; but 
in his Adverferia the following memorandum is 
found, which ſhews that he did not oppoſe the 
notions of other men, from 1 „ of envy or op- 
pofition, but from a full perſuaſion that the real 
matter of fact was as he had repreſented it. I have 
examined.“ ſays he, the State of the Dead as 
% deſcribed by Homer and Virgil, and upon that 
Diſſertation I am willing to ſtake all the little cre- 
dit that I have as a critic and a philologer, I have 
there. obſerved, that Homer was not the inventor 
of the fabulous hiſtories of the gods ; he had thoſe 
{tories, and alſo the doctrine of a future ſlate, 
from old traditions. Many notions of the Pagans, 
which came from tradition, are conſidered by Bar- 
row, Serm. VIII. Vol. II. in which ſermon the 
exiſtence of God ef pow from univerſal confent. 
See alſo Bibl. Choi . J. 356. and Bibl. Univ. IV. 
2% EPL | 35, 
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In 1758 came out his Life-of Eraſmus,” in 

one volume, quarto ; and in 15360, another volume, 

uarto, containing Remarks upon the Works of 

Fraſmus,” and an Appendix of Extracts from 
Eraſmus, and other Writers.“ In the preface to 
the former volume, he ſays, that L. Clerc, 
while he publiſhed the works of Eraſmus at Leyden, 
drew up his Life in French, collected principally 
from his Letters, and inſerted it into the Biblio- 

ve Choiſèe;“ that as this Life was favourably 
received by the public, he had taken-it as a ground- 
work to build upon; and had tranſlated it, not 
ſuperſtitiouſly and cloſely, but with much freedom, 
4 with more attention to things than to words; 
but that hie had made continual additions, not only 
with relation to the hiſtory of thoſe days, but to 
the Life of Eraſmus; eſpecially where Le Clerc 
grew more remiſs, either wearied with the taſk, or 
called off from theſe to other labours,” After 
mentioning a few-other matters to his Readers, he 
Turns bis diſcourſe to his Friends; © recommending 
himſelf to their favour, whilſt he is with them, and 
his name, when he is gone hence; and intreating 
them in a wiſh, that he may paſs the evening of a 
ſtudious and unambitious life in an humble but not 
a flothful obſcurity; and never forfeit the kind 
*.continuance of their accuſtomed approbation.“ 

But whatever he or his friends might wiſh, he 
Was to live hereafter neither ſo ſtudiouſly, nor ſo 
-obſcurely, as his imagination had figured out to 
him : more public ſcenes, than any he had yet been 

ngaged in, ſtill awaited him. For Dr, Hayter, 2 
Biſhop of London, with whom, by the way, he | 
bad always been 2 intimate terms, dying in 
1562; and Dr. Oſbalgeſſton, who was alſo his friend, 
Succeeding to that ſee ; he was made domeſtic chap- 
N e ths. . lain 
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lain to this biſhop in March, admitted into 4 Pre- 
bend of St. Paul's the fame month, and in October 
preſented to the living of Kenfington, whither he. 
went to reſide ſoon after. eee e 

In 1764, he was appointed Archdeacon of Lon- 
don, and might have had the ReQory of St. James, 
Weſtminſter; but choſe rather to continue at Ken- 
ſington, that being a ſituation he much liked, and 
bettet adapted to his then advanced age. Here he 
lived, occupied (when his paſtoral functions per- 
mitted) amongſt his books, and enjoying himſelf 
with his uſual ſerenity, till the 25th of Auguſt, 
1770, when, being ſeized with a diſorder in his 
| breaſt and lungs, he grew continually worle, not- 

withſtanding all aſſiſtance; and, without under- 
going much pain in the courſe of his illneſs, or 
loſing his underſtanding in the lent, died the 5th, 
of September, in the 72d year of his age. He was 
buried in the new church-yard. at Kenſington, as 
he had directed; and had a flat ſtone laid over him, 
with this inſcription, dictated by himſelf; © 


IOANNES JORTIN 
Moäoortalis eſſe defiit 
Anno Salutis 1770, 

Etatis 72. 


He left a widow and two children: Rok Tore 
tin, of Lincoln's-Inn, in the profeſſion of the law; 
and Martha, married to the Rev. Samuel Darby, 
late Fellow of Jeſus College in Cambridge, and 
now Rector of Whatfield in Suffolk. - 

Beſides his principal works, which have already 
been mentioned, and his . Sermons and Charges, 
there are ſome things of a ſmaller kind: as ** Re- 
marks upon Spencer's Poems,” 1734, octavo, = | 
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the end of which are ſome Remarks upon Milton ; 
Remarks on L. Annæus Seneca,” printed in The 
Preſent State of the Republic of Letters, for Auguſt 
17343” © Sermon preached at the Conſecration of 
Pearce, Biſhop. of Bangor, in 1747; a few remarks 
on Tulotion's Sermons, given to his friend Dr. 
Birch, and printed in the Appendix to Birch's Life 
of that Prelate, in 1752; © Letter to Aviſon, eon- 
cerning the Mufic of the Ancients, ſubjoined to a 
ſecond edition of Aviſon's Eſſay on Muſical Ex- 
reſſion, in 1753; and a few Remarks on Phillips's 
Fate of Cardinal Pole, printed in an Appendix to 
Neve's Animadverſions upon that hiſtory, 1766. 
Beſides great integrity, "great humanity, and other 
: nies which make men amiable as well as uſeful, 
this: learned and excellent perſon was of a very 
pleaſant and facetious turn, as his writings abun- 
dantly. ſhew. He had nevertheleſs great ſenfibility, 
and could expreſs himſelf with warmth, and even 
ſome degree of indignation, when he thought the 
- occafion. warranted him ſo to do. For inſtance, 
he had a great reſpect and fondneſs for critical 
learning, which he ſo much cultivated ; and though 
he knew and allowed it to have been diſgraced by 
the manners of certain proud, faſtidious, and inſo- 
lent critics, ſuch as, Scaliger, Salmaſius, Scioppius, 
&c. yet he thought the reſtoration of letters, and 
the civilization of Europe, ſo much indebted to 


2 it, that he could ill-bear to fee it contemptuouſly 


treated: and to this may be imputed the little ſa- 
tirical ſtrokes, which ſometimes. occur in his works, 
againſt thoſe that did ſo contemptuouſſy treat it. 
For the Motto of bis Life of Eraſmus, he choſe 
ſome words of Eraſmus himſelf: © Illud certe præ- 
ſagio, de meis lucubrationibus, qualeſcunque ſunt, 
candidius judicaturam poſteritatem, tametſi nec de 
meo ſeculo queri poſſum.” OR OR ag | 
f 1 | & He 
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He would ſometimes complain, and doubtleſs - 
with good reaſon, of the low eſtimation into which 
learning was fallen; and thought it diſcountenanced 
and difcouraged, indireQly at leaſt, when ignorant 
and worthleſs perſons were advanced to high fla» 
tions and great preferments, while men of merit 
and abilities were overlooked and neglected. Never- 
theleſs, he laid no undue ſtreſs upon ſuch ſtations 
and fuch preferments; but entertained juſt notions 
concerning what muſt ever conſtitute the chief good 
and happineſs of man, and is himſelf believed to 
have made.the moſt of them. 13 35 p 

«© Where,” fays he in his Adverſaria,” where 
is Happineſs to be found? where is her dwelling- 
place? Not where we ſeek her, and where we ex- 
pect to find her. Happineſs is a modeſt, recluſe, 
who ſeldom ſhews her lovely face in the polite, or 
in the buſy world. She is the ſiſter and companion 
of Religious Wiſdom. Among the vanities and 
the evils which Solomon beheld under the ſun, 
one is, an acceſs of temporal fortunes, to the de- 
' triment of the poſſeſſor; whence it appears, that 
. ſuch proſperity is a dangerous thing, and that few 
perſons have a head ftrong enough, and an heart 
good enough, to bear it, A ſudden riſe from a 
low ftation, as it ſometimes ſhews to advantage the 
virtuous and amiable qualities which could not 
exert themſelves before, ſo it more frequently calls 
forth and expoſes to view theſe ſpots of the ſoul, 
which lay lurking in ſecret, cramped by penury,. 
and veiled with difimulation. An honeſt and ſen» 
fible man is placed in a middle ſtation, in circum» 
ſtances rather ſcanty than abounding. He hath. all 
the neceſſaries, but none of the ſuperfluities. of lite, 
and theſe neceſfaries he acquires. by his prudence, 
his ſtudies, and his induſtry. If he ſeeks to bettex 
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his income, it is by ſuch methods as hurt neither 
his conſcience not his conſtitution. He hath friends 
and acquaintances of. his own rank: he receives 
goodioffices from them; and he returns the ſame : 
as he'hath his occupations; he hath his diverſions 
alſo; and partakes of the fimple, frugal, obvious, 
innocent, and chearful amuſements of life.” By a 
ſudden turn of things, he grows great in the 
Church, or in the State. Now his fortune is 
made; and he ſays to himſelf, the days of ſcarcity 
are paſt, the days of plenty are come, and happi- 
neſs is come along with them. Miſtaken man! it 
is no ſuch thing: he never more enjoys one happy 
day, compared with thoſe which once ſnone upon 
him. He diſcards his old companions, or treats 
them with cold, diſtant, and proud civility. Friend- 
ſhip, free and open converſation, rational Inquiry, 
fincerity, - contentment, and the plain, unadute- 
rated pleaſures of life, are no more: they departed 
from him along with his poverty. New connec- 
tions, new proſpedts, new defires, and new cares, 
take place, and engroſs ſo much of his time and of 
his thoughts, that he neither improves his heart 
nor his underſtanding. He lives ambitions and 
reſtleſs, and herdies——rich.”  - , | 
In 1972 ſeven volumes of Dr. Jortin's ſermons, 
which are extremely valuable, were publiſhed in 8vo. 
At the end of the ſetenth volume are four excellent 
charges, which were delivered to the clergy of the 
archdeaconry of London. In 8 were 'pub- 
liſhed, in two volumes, 8 vo, © Traits Philologi- 
cal, Critical, and Miſeellaneous, by the late Rev. 
Jonn Joxrix, D. D. Archdeacon of London, 
Rector of St. Dunſtan in the Eaſt; and Vicar of 
Kenſington.“ T his collection, which was publiſhed 
by his fon, Mr: Rogers Jortin, conſiſts of * 12 
. 4 . . S $01 
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of which had been before publiſhed ſeparately, and 
others which were then firſt printed from the au- 
thor's manuſcripts; In this collection, in which 
are pieces of conſiderable merit, are ſome ſtrictures 
on the Articles, Subſeriptions, Teſts, &c. 
theſe is the following paſſage: There are pro- 
poſitions, contained in the Liturgy and Articles. 
which no man of common ſenſe among us believes. 
— No one believes, that all the members of the 
Greek Church are damned, becauſe they admit not 
the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the Son: 
yet the Athanaſian Creed, according to the uſual and 
obvious ſenſe of the words, teacheth this.” Ea 

The following juſt character of Dr. Jortin hast 
been given by the ingenious Mr. Knox: In 
A review; of the life of the late Dr. Jortin cannot 
but ſuggeſt the moſt pleaſing reflections. As a poet, 
a divine, a philoſopher, and a man, he ſerved the 
cauſe of religion, learning, and morality. Tiere 
are, indeed, many writers whoſe reputation is more 
diffuſed among the vulgar and illiterate; but fem 
will be found whoſe names ſtand; higher than Dr.. 


Jortin's in the eſteem of the judieious. His Latinn 


poetry is. claſſically elegant. His, Diſcourſes and 
iſſertations, ſenſible, ingenious, and argumenta- 
tive, His Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, in- 
tereſting, and impartial. His Sermons, replete with 
ſound ſenſe and rational morality, u preſſed in as 
ſtyle, ſimple, pure, and attic. % l nfs nt ity 
Simplicity of ſtyle is a grace, which, though it? 
may not captivate at firſt ſight, is ſure in | the, end 
to give permanent ſatisſadt ion. It does not "excite! 
admiration, but it raiſes: eſteem, It does not warm 
to capture, but it ſooths to complaceney. Unſkilful 
sine, that what is natural and common canngt hel! 
9 I 2 beautiful. 
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beautiful. Every thing in their compoſitions muſt 
be ſtrained. every thing affected: but Dr. Jortin 
had ſtudied the antients, and perhaps formed him- 
ſelt on ithe mode bof Xetiophon, He wrote on ſub- 
jocts of mortality; and (morality is founded on rea- 
ſow; and reaſoh is always cobl and diſpaſſionate. 
& florid declamation, embelliſned with rhetorical 
figures, and animated with pathetic deſcription, 
miy indeed amuſe the fancy, and raiſe a tranſient 
emotion in the heart; but rational diſcourſe alone 
can convince the underſtanding, and reform the 
en eee 1297 C670, 50 
The firſt efforts of genus have commonly been 
nepoerys Unreſtrained by the frigidity of argu- 
ment, and the confinement of rules, the young 
mind gladiy induiges the flights of imagination. 
Cicero, as well as many other antient philoſophers, 
orators, and hiſtorians, are known to have ſacrificed 
tothe Muſes in their earlier productions. Dr. Jor- 
wn adds to the number of thoſe who confirm the 
obſdrvstion. In his L %s Hoetici, one of the firſt 
of fs works; tare! united elaffical language, beau- 
tiful ſentiment, and harmonious verſe, Among 
the modern Latin poets, there are few who do not 
yield o Dr. in. His Sappbics, on the ſtory 
_ of Bacchus ind Ariadite, are eaſy, elegant, and 
poetical 1 Thetlife Ode, in which the calm life 
ol the philoſp her id compared to the gentle ſtream 
gliding through a fileotptove, is bighly pleaſing to 
the mind, and is por foctiy * in the compo- 
ſition. Ihe Lyrics ase indeed all excellent. The 
ent, on the Immortality of the Soul, is inge- 
nious, „and an exact imitation of the 
file of Lucretias. In ſhort, the whole collection 
is ſuch as would u n means have diſgraced a 
Non in lie age eee 2 le Nil | 
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© Time, if it does not cool the fire of imagination, 
certainly ſtrengthens the powers of the judgement. 
As our author advanced in life, he cultivated: his 
reaſon rather than his fancy, and deſiſted from his 
efforts in poetry, to exert his abilities in the dif>. 
quiſitions of criticiſm. His. obſervations on one 
of the fathers of Engliſh poetry need but to be 
more generally known, in order to be more gene- 
rally admired. "84, 10 
Claſſical productions are rather amuſing than in- 
ſtructive. His works of this kind are all juvenile, 
and naturally flowed from a claffical' education. 
Theſe however were but preparatory to his higher. 
deſigns, and ſoon gave way to the more important 
enquiries which were peculiar to his profeſſion. 
His Diſcourſes on the Chriſtian Religion, one of | 
the firſt fruits of his theological' purtvits, abound 
with that ſound ſenſe and ſolid argument which 
entitle their author to a rank very near the celebrated 
Grotius. ä 8 | 
« His Diſſertations are equally remarkable for taſte; 
learning,” originality, and ingenuity. {8 Nen! 
His Life of Eraſmus has extended his reputation 
beyond the limits of his native country, and eſta- 
bliſhed his literary character in the remoteſt Univer- 
fities of Europe. Eraſmus had long been an object 
of univerſal admiration; and it is marter of ſurprize, 
that his life had never been written with accuracy 
and judgement. This taſk was reſerved for Dr. 
Jortin ; and the avidity with which the work was 
received by the learned, is a proof of the merit of 
the execution. | | A 
| His Remarks on Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory are full 
of manly ſenſe, acute remarks, and profound eru- 
dition; The work is highly beneficial to mankind, 
as 1t repreſents. that. ſuperſtition which diſgraced 
{1D I 3 human 
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human nature in its proper light, and gives a right 
ſenſe of the advantages derived from religious re- 
formation. He every where expreſſes himſelf with 
peculiar vehemence againſt the infatuation of bigo- 
try and fanaticiſm. Convinced, that true happineſs 
is founded on a right uſe of the reaſoning powers, 
he makes it the ſcope of all bis religious works, to 
lead mankind from the errors of imagination to a 
ſerious attention to diſpaſſionate reaſon. : 

* Poſthumous publieations, it has frequently been 
remarked, are uſually. inferior in merit to thoſe 
which were publiſhed in an author's life-time. 


And indeed the opinion ſeems plauſible, as it may 


be preſumed, that an author's reaſon for not pub- 
liſhing his works, is a conſciouſneſs of their in- 


feriority. The Sermons of Dr. Jortin were how- 


ever deſigned, by their author, as a legacy to man- 
kind. Io enlarge on their value, would only be 
to echo back the public voice. Good ſenſe and 
found morality appear in them, not indeed dreſſed 
out in the meretricious ornaments of a florid ſtyle, 


but in all the manly force and fimple graces of 


natural eloquence. The ſame caprice, which raiſes 


to reputation thoſe trifling diſcourſes which have 


nothing to recommend them but a prettineſs of 


fancy, will again conſign them to oblivion: but 


the Sermons of Dr. Jortin will continue to be read 
ath pleaſure and edification, as long as human 
nature ſhall continue to be endowed with the fa- 


culties of reaſon and diſcernment. | | 


The tranſition from an author's writings to his 


life is frequently difadvantageous to his character. 
Dr. Jortin, however, when no longer confidered 


as an author, but as a man, is ſo far from being 


leſſened in our opinion, that he excites {till greater 
eſteem and applauſe. A ſimplicity of manners, an 
r Ns 4 inoffenſive 
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inoffenſive behaviour, an univerſal benevolence. 


candour, modeſty, and good ſenſe, were his cha- 
racteriſtics, Though his genius, and love of let- 
ters, led him to chooſe the ſtill vale of ſequeſtered 
life, yet was his merit conſpicuous enough to attract 
the notice of a certain primate, who did honour 
to epiſcopacy. Unknown by perſonal acquaintance, 
and ugrecommended by the ſolicitation of friends, 
or the interpoſition of power, he was preſented, by, 
Archbiſhop Herring, to a valuable benefice in Lon- 
don, as a reward for his exertions as a ſcholar and 
a divine. Some time after, he became chaplain to 
a late biſhop of London, who. gaye him the vi- 
carage of Kenſington, and appointed him arch- 
deacon; of his dioceſe. This was. all the prefer- 


ment he had, nor had he this till he was advanced 
in life. While block heads. were made biſhops, a 


man, who had been uncommonly eminent in the 
ſervice of learning and religion, was left to pine in- 
the ſhade of obſcurity. Secker has been thought 
by many to have had only the ſhadow of piety and 
learning, but he had the ſubſtantial reward of them. 


Jortin was acknowledged to poſleſs true virtue and 


real knowledge, but was left to receive his recom- 
pence in the ſuggeſtions of- a good conſcience, and 
the applauſe of poſterity.“ | 

The following character of Dr. Jortin is alſo 
given in a work attributed to the learned Dr. Parr 

As to Jortin, whether I look back to his verſe, 
to his proſe, to his critical or to his theological 
works, there are few authors to whom I am ſo 
much indebted for rational entertainment, or for 
ſolid inſtruction. Learned he was, without pe- 
dantry. He was ingenious, without the affectation 
ot ſingularity. He was a lover of truth, with- 
out hovering over the loony aby ſs of ſcepticiſm $ 
| 4 an 
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and-a friend to free enquiry, without roving ints 
the dreary and pathleſs wilds of latitudinarianiſm. 
He had a heart, which never diſgraced the powers 
of his underſtanding. With a lively imagination, 
an elegant taſte, and a gudgement moſt maſculine 
and moſt correct, he united the artleſs and amiable 
negligence of a ſchool-boy. Wit without ill-na- 
tare, and fenſe without effort, he could, at will, 
ſcatter upon every ſubje& ; and, in every book, the 
writer preſents us with a near and diſtin view of 


the real man. 


3 otiva pateat tanguam deſcripta tabella 
Vita Seni. 4 Hor. Sat. 1. Lib. 2. 


His ſtyle, though inartificial, is ſometimes ele- 
vated; though familiar, it is never mean; and 
though employed upon various topics of theology, 
ethics, and cnticiſm, it is not arrayed in any de- 
Jufive reſemblance, either of ſolemnity, from fa- 
natical cant, of profoundneſs, from ſcholaſtic jar- 
gon, of precifion, from the crabbed formalities of 
cloudy philologiſts, or of refinement, from the 
technical babble of frivolous connoiſſeurs. 

« At the Ore and fleeting reputation whichis 
ſometimes gained by the s ow frolics of literary 
vanity, or the miſchievous ruggles of controverſial 
rage, Jortin never graſped. Truth, which ſome 
men are ambitious of ſeizing by ſurprize in the 
trackleſs and dark receſs, he was content to over - 
take in the broad and beaten path; and in the pur- 
fait of it, if he does not excite our aſtoniſhment | 
by the rapidity of his ſtrides, he, at leaſt, ſecures 
our confidence by the firmneſs of his ſtep. To the 
examination of poſitions advanced by other 158 
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poſſeſſion had ſeduced,' nor malevolence polluted? 
He impoſed not his own conjectures as infallibla 
and irteſiſtible truths, nor endeavoured- to give an 
air of importance to trifles, by dogmatical vehe- 
mence. He could ſupport his more ſerious opi- 
nions, without the. verſatility of a ſophiſt, the 
fierceneſs of a diſputant, or the impettinence of a 
buffoon— more than this —he could relinguiſh an 
correct them with the calm and ſteady dignity of a 
writer, who, while he yielded ſomething to the ar- 
guments of his antagoniſts, was conſcious of retain- 
ing 2 to command their reſpect. He had too 
much diſcernment. to confound difference of opi- 
nion with malignity or dullneſs, and too much 
candout to inſult, where he could not perſuades 
Thougly his ſenſibilities were neither coarſe nr 
Uuggiſh, he yet was exempt from thoſe” fickle! 
humours, thoſe rankling jealouſies, and that Teſt 
leſs. way wardneſs, which men of the brighteſt ta- 
lents are too prone to indulge. He carried with 


him, into every ſtation in Which he was placed, 


and every ſubject which he explored; a ſolid great - 
neſs of ſoul, which could ſpare. an inferior, though 
in the offenſive form of an adverfary, and endure 
an equal with, or without, the ſacred name of 


friend. The importance of commendation, as well 


to him who beſtows, as to him who claims 
it, he eſtimated not only with juſtice, hut with 
delicacy, and therefore, he neither wantonly la- 
viſhed it, nor with-held it auſterely. But in- 
vective he. neither provoked nor feared; and, as 
to the ſeverities of contempt, he reſerved them 


for occaſions where alone they could be employed 


with propriety, and where, by himſelf, they alwayz 
were employed with effect - for the chaſtiſement of 
arrogant dunces, of cenſorious ſcioliſts, af intole- 
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rant bigots in every ſect, and unprincipled impo- 
ſtors in every profeſſion. Dining bitheck in 1 1 
forms of literary compoſition, engaged in various 
duties of his eccleſiaſtical profeſfion, and bleſſed 
wich a long and honourable life, he nobly ex- 
emplifed that rare and illuſtrious virtue of Charity 
which Leland in his Reply to the Letter'W riter, thus 
eloquently deſeribes: CHAN ITV never miſrepre- 
ſents, never aſcribes obnoxious principles or miſ- 
taken opinions to an opponent, which be himſelf 
diſa vows ; is not ſo earneſt in refuting, as to fancy 
poſitions never aſſerted, and to extend its cenſure 
to opinions, which will perhaps be delivered. Cha- 
rity- is utterly averſe to ſneering, the moſt deſpi- 
cable ſpecies of ridicule, that moſt deſpicable ſub- 
terfuge of an impotent objector. Charity never 
ſuppoſes that all fenſe and knowledge are confined 
te à particular circle, to a diſtrict, or to a country. 
Charity never condemns and embraces principles 
in the ſame breath; never profeſſes to confute 
What it acknowledges to be juſt; never preſumes to 
bear down an adverſary with confident affertions. 
Charity does not call difſent infolence, or the want 
of implicit ſubmiſſion a want of common reſpect.“ 
tos, Ea; = I = 2 ; 
+ *.,*: Hathorities, Account of the Life and Writ- 
ings of Dr. Jortin, written by Dr. Heathcote, and 
prefixed to the laſt edition of his Sermons. ſortin's 
_ Tracts, Philological, Critical, and Miſcellaneous, 
Nichols's Anecdotes of Bowyer. Knox's Eſſays, 
Morab and Literary, edit. 1788 Tracts, by War- 
burton, and a Warburtonian, 8yo, 1789. 
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| TET IA. D. 1716, to 1771.1 | + # 


HIS eminent poet was born in Cornhill, 
| London, on the 26th of December, 1716. 
His grandfather was a conſiderable merchant; but 
his father, Mr. Philip Gray, though he alſo fol- 
lowed buſineſs, is ſtated to have been of an indo- 
Rnt and reſerved temper, fo that he rather dimi- 
niſhed than increaſed his paternal fortune. Young 
Gray received his grammatical education at 'Eton,' 
under Mr. Antrobus, his mother's brother; and, 
when he left ſchool, entered a. penſioner at Peter- 
houſe in Cambridge. While he was at Eton, he 
contracted a particular intimacy with Mr. Horace 
Walpole and Mr. Richard Weſt, wnoſe father wWwas 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland. When he bad been 
at Cambridge about five years, where he took no 
degree, becauſe he intended to profeſs tie common 
law, Mr. Horace Walpole invited him to travel 
with him as his companion. He accepted his in- 


vitation; and they arrived at Amiens on the firſt of 


April 1939, from whence Mr. Gray wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to his mother: 
nee 
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8 Amiens, April 1, N. S. 1739. 

« As we made but a very ſhort journey to-day, 
and came to our inn early, I fit down to give you 
ſome account of our expedition. On the 29th 
(according to the ſtyle here) we left Dover at twelve 
at nogn, and with a pretty briſk gale, which pleaſed 
every Body mighty well, except myſelf, who was 
extremely ſick the whole time: we reached Calais 
by five. The weather changed, and it began to 
ſnow hard the minute we got into the harbour, 
where we took the boat, and ſoon landed. Calais 
is an exceeding old, but very pretty town; and we 
hardly ſaw any thing there that was not ſo new and 
ſo different from England, that it ſurprized us 
agreeably. We. went. the next morning to the 
great church, and were at high maſs (it being Eafter 
Monday). We ſaw allo the convents of the Ca- 
puchins, and the Nuns of St. Dominic ; with theſe 
laſt we held much conyerſation, eſpecially with an 
Engliſh Nun, a Mrs. Davis, of whoſe work I ſene 
you, oy e return of the pacquet, a leiter · caſe, to 
remember her by. In the afternoon we took 4 
poſt-chaiſe (it ſtill ſnowing very hard) for Boulogne, 
which was only eighteen miles further. ] his 
chaiſe is a ſtrange ſort of conveyance, of much 
greater uſe than beauty, reſembling an ill- ſhaped 
chariot, only with the door opening before inſtead 
of the ſide; three horſes draw it, one between the 
ſhafts, and the other two on each fide, on one of 
which the poſtillion rides, and drives too; this ve- 
hicle, will, upon occaſion, go fourſcore miles a-day ; 
but Mr. Walpole, being in no hurry, chooſes to 
make ealy journies of it, and, they are caſy ones 
indeed forthe motion is much like that of a ſedan ; 
we go about fix miles an hour, and commonly 
change hovſes at the end of it; /it is true they are 
- no very graceful ſteeds, but they go well, and 
. 8 through 
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through roads which they ſay are bad for France; 
but to me they ſeem gravel walks and bowling- 
greens ; in ſhort, it would be the fineſt travelling in 
the world, were it not for the inns, which are moſtly 
terrible places indeed. But to deſcribe our progreſs 
ſomewhat more regularly : we came into Boulogne - 
when it was almoſt dark, and went out pretty early 
on Tueſday morning; ſo that all I can ſay about 
it is, that it is a large, old, fortified town, with 
more Engliſh in it than French. On Tueſday we 
| were to go to Abbeville, ſeventeen leagues, or fifty- 
one ſhort Engliſh miles; but by the way we dined 
at Montreuil, much to our hearts“ content, on 
ſtinking mutton-cutlets, addled eggs, and ditch» 
water. Madame the hoſteſs made her appearance 
in long lappets of bone-lace and a ſack of linſey- 
woolſey. e ſupped and lodged pretty well at 
Abbeville, and had time to ſee a little of it before 
we came out this morning. There are ſeventeen. 
convents in it, out of which we ſaw the chapels of 
the Minims and the Carmelite Nuns. - We are 
now come further thirty miles to Amiens, the 
chief city of the province of Picardy. We have 
ſeen the cathedral, which is juſt what that of Can« 
terbury muſt have been before the Reformation. It 
is about the ſame fize, a huge Gothic building, be- 
ſet on the outſide with thouſands of ſmall ſtatues, ' 
and within adorned with beautiful painted wins. 
dows, and a vaſt number of chapels dreſſed out in 
all their finery of altar-pieces, embroidery, gilding, 
and marble. Over the high altar are preſerved, in 
a- very large-wrought ſhrine of maſſy gold, the re- 
licks of St. Firmin, their patron ſaint. We went 
alſo to the chapels of the Jeſuits and Urſuline 
Nuns, the latter of which is very richly adorned; ” 
Fo-morrow we ſhall lie at Clermont, and next day 


reach 
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h Paris. The country we have paſſed through 
therto has heen flat. open. but agreeably diver- 
| ified: with villages, fields well-cultivated, and little 
rivers. On every hillock is a wind-mill, a crucifix, 
ora Virgin Mary dreſſed in flowers and a ſarſene 
tobe; one ſees not many people or carriages on tne 
road; now and then indeed you meet a ſtrolling 
friar, a -countryman with his great muff, or a 
woman riding aſtride on a little aſs, with ſhort 
petticoats, and a great head-dreſs of blue wool.” “ 


182 
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A few days after he wrote the following letter 


from Paris to his friend Mr. Weſt: 
* &« Paris, April 12, 1739. 


AEuaſin donc me voici d Pari. Mr. Walpole 
is gone out to ſupper at Lord Conway's, and here 
E remain alone, though invited too. Do not think 
Emake a merit of writing to you preferably to a 
good ſupper; for theſe three days we have been 
here, have actually given me an averſion to eating 
in general. If hunger be the beſt ſauce to meat, 
the French are certainly the worſt cooks in the 
world; for what tables we have ſeen have been fo 
delicately ſerved, and ſo profuſely, that, after riſing 
from one of them, one imagines it impoſſible ever 
to eat again. And now, if 1 tell you all I have in 
my. head, you will believe me mad; mais n'importe, 
courage, - allans! for if I wait till my head grow 
clear and ſettle a little, you may ſtay long enough 
for a letter. Six days have we been coming hither, 
which other people do in two ; they have not been 
diſagreeable ones; through a fine, open country, 
admirable roads, and in an eaſy conveyance; the 
inns not abſolutely intolerable, and images quite 
unuſual preſenting themſelves on all hands. At 
Amiens we law the fine cathedral, -and: eat pai? de 
perarix; paſſed through the park of Chantilly * 
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the Duke of Bourbon's palace, which we only be- 
eld as we paſſed; broke down at Luſarche; ſtopt 
at St. Denis, ſaw all the beautiful monuments of 
the Kings of France, and the vaſt treaſures of the 
abbey, rubies, and emeralds as big as ſmall eggs, 
crucifixes and vows, crowns” and reliquaries, of 
meſtimable value; but of all their curioſities the 
thing the molt to our taſtes, and which they indeed 
do'the juſtice to eſteem the glory of their collec- 
tion, was a vaſe of an entire onyx, meaſuring at 
leaſt five inches over, three deep, and of great thick- 
neſs. It is at leaſt two thouſand years old, the 
beauty of the ſtone and ſculpture upon it (repre- 
ſenting the myſteries of Bacchus) beyond expreſ- 
ſion admirable; we have dreamed of it ever fince. 
The jolly old Benedictine, that ſhowed us the trea- 
ſares, had in his youth been ten years a ſoldier; 
he laughed at all the relicks, was very full of ſtories, 
and mighty obliging. On Saturday evening we 
got to Paris, and were driven through the ſtreets a 
long while before we knew where we were. The 
minute we came, voila Milors Holderneſſe, Con- 
way, and his brother; all ſtayed ſapper, and tilt 
two 9clock in the morning, for here nobody ever 
ſleeps; it is not the way. Next day go to dine at 
my Lord Holderneſſe's; there was the Abbe Prevöt, 
author of the Cleveland, and ſeveral other pieces 
much eſteemed : the reſt were Engliſh. At night 
we went to the Pandore; a ſpectacle literally, for 
it is nothing but a beautiful piece of machinery of 
thteę ſcenes. The firſt repreſents the chaos, and 
by Sarees the ſeparation of the elements. The 


ſoeond, the temple of Jupiter, and the giving of 
the box to Pandora. The third, the opening of 
the box, and all the miſchiefs that enfued. An 
abſurd'defign, but executed in the higheſt perfec-" 
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tion, and that in one af the fineſt theatres - in the 
world ; it is the grande ſale des machines in the 
Palais des Tuileries. . Next day dined at Lord 
Waldegrave's; then to, the opera. Imagine to 
yourſelt for the drama four acts entirely uncon- 
need with each other, each founded on ſome little 
hiſtory, Ikilfully taken out of an ancient author, 
e. g. Ovid's Metamorphoſes, &c. and with, great 
addreſs converted into a French piece of gallantry. 
For infſtance, that which I ſaw, called the Ballet de 
la Paix, had its firſt act built upon the ſtory of 
Nireus. Homer having ſaid he was the handſomeſt 
man of his time, the poet, imagining ſuch a one 
could not want a miſtreſs, has given him one. 
Theſe two come in and fing ſentiment in lamen- 
table ſtrains, neither air nor recitative; only, to 
one's great joy, they are every now and then inter- 
rupted by a dance, or (to one's great ſorrow) by a 
chorus that borders the ſtage from one end to the 
other, and ſcreams paſt all power of ſimile- to re- 
"preſent. The ſecond act was Baucis and Philemon. 
" Baucis is a beautiful young ſhepherdeſs, and Phile- 
mon her ſwain. Jupiter falls in love with her, 
but nothing will prevail upon her; ſo it is all 
mighty well, and the chorus ſing and dance the 
praiſes of conſtancy. The two other acts were 
about Iphis and lanthe, and the Judgement of 
Paris. Imagine, I ſay, all this tranſacted by cracked 
voices, trilling diviſions upon two notes and a half, 
accompanied by an orcheſtra of humſtrums, and a 
Whole houſe more attentive than if Farinelli ſung, 
and you will almoſt have formed a juſt notion of 
the thing. Our aſtoniſhment at their abſurdity you 
can never conceive; we lad enough to do to ex- 
preſs it by ſcreaming an hour louder than the whole 
dramatis perſonæ. We have alſo ſeen twice the 


Comèdie 
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Comè die Frangoiſe; firſt, the Mahomet Second, a 
tragedy that has had a great run of late; and the 

thing itſelf does not want its beauties, but the ac- 
tors are beyond meaſure delightful. Mademoiſelle 
Gauffin (M. Voltaire's Zara) has, with a charmin 

(though little) perſon, the moſt pathetic tone o 
voice, the fineſt expreſſion in her face, and moſt 
proper action imaginable. There is alſo a Dufrene, 
who did the chief character, a handſome man and 
a prodigious fine actor. The fecond we ſaw was 
the Philoſophe Marie, and here they performed as 
well in comedy; there is a Mademoiſelle Quinault, 
ſomewhat in Mrs. Clive's way: and a Monſieur 
Grandval, in the nature of Wilks, who is the 
genteeleſt. thing in the world. There are ſeveral 
more would be much admired in England, and 
many (whom we have not ſeen) much celebrated 
here. Great part of our time is ſpent in ſeeing 
churches and palaces ful} of fine pictures, &c. the 
quarter of which is not yet exhauſted, For my 
part, I could entertain myſelf this month merely 
with the common ſtreets and the people in them.” 


In the October following, Mr. Gray wrote the 
following letter to his father, which was dated from 


Lyons: | 
„Lyons, Oct. 25, N. S. 1739. 

In my laſt I gave you the particulars of our lit- 
tle journey to Geneva: I have only to add, that 
we ſtayed about a week, in order to ſee Mr. Con- 
way ſettied there: I do not wonder ſo many Engliſh 
chooſe it for their refidence ; the city is very ſmall, 
neat, prettily built, and extremely populous; the 
Rhone runs through the middle of it, and it is ſur- 
rounded with new fortifications, that give it a 
military compact air: which, joined to the happy, 
lively countenances of the inhabitants, and an exact 
diſcipline always as ſtrictly obſerved as in time of 

ä war, 
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war, makes the little republic appear a match for 
2 much greater power; though perhaps Geneva, 
and all that belongs to it, are not of equal extent 


wich Windfor and its two parks. To one that has 


paſſed through Savoy, as we did, nothing can be 
more ſtriking than the contraſt, as ſoon as he ap- 
proaches the town. Near the gates of Geneva runs 
the torrent Arve, which ſeparates it from the King 
.of Sardinia's domidions; on the other fide of it 
lies a country naturally, indeed, fine and fertile; 
but you meet with nothing in it but meagre, rag- 
ged, bare footed peaſants, with their children, in 
extreme miſery and naſtineſs; and even of theſe no 
great numbers: you no ſooner have croſſed the 
fream I have mentioned, but poverty is no more 
not a begger, hardly a diſcontented face, to be ſeen; 
numerous, and well-drefſed people ſwarming on 
theramparts ; drums beating, ſoldiers, well cloathed 
and armed, exerciſing ; and folks, with buſineſs in 
their looks, hurrying to and fro; all contribute to 
make any perſon, who is not blind, ſenfible what 
a difference there is between the two governments, 
that are the cauſes of one view and the other. The 
beautiful lake, at one end of which the town is 
fituated;; its extent; the ſeveral ſtates chat bor- 
der upon it; and all its pleaſures; are too well 
known for me to mention them. We ſailed upon 
it as far as the dominions of Geneva extend, that 
is, about two leagues and a half on each fide; and 
landed at ſeveral of the little honſes of pleaſure, 
that the inhabitants have built all about it, who re- 
ceived us with much politeneſs. The ſame night 
we ate part of a trout, taken in the lake, that 
weighed thirty-ſeven pounds; as great a monſter 
as it appeared to us, it was eſteemed there nothing 
extraordinary, and they affured us, it was not un- 
— w K $1511 . common 
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tommon to catch them of 18 pounds; they are 
dreſſed here, and ſent poſt to Paris upon ſome great 
occaſions; nay; even to Madrid, as we were told. 
The road we returned through was not the fame 
we came by: we croſſed the Rhone at Seyſſel, and 
paſſed for three days ameng the mountains of Bugey 
without meeting with any thing new: at Taft we. 
came out into the plains of La Breſſe, and ſo to 
Lyons again. Sir Robert has written to Mr. Wal- 
pole, to deſire he would go to Italy; which he has 
reſolved to do; ſo that all the ſcheme of 8 
the winter in the South of France is laid aſide, an 
we are to paſs it in a much finer country. Vou 
may imagine I am not ſorry to have this oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing the place in the world that beſt de- 
ſerves it: beſides, as the Pope (who is eighty eight, 
and has been lately at the point of death) cannot 
probably laſt a great while, perhaps we may have 
the fortune to be preſent at the election of a new 
one, when Rome will be in all its glory. Friday 
next we certainly begin our journey; in two days 
we ſhall come to the foot of the Alps, and fix more 
we ſhall be in paſſing them. Even here the winter 
is begun; what then muſt it be among thoſe vaſt 
ſnowy mountains where it is hardly ever ſummer | 
We are, however, as well armed as poſſible againſt 
the cold, with muffs, - hoods, and maſks of beaver, 
fur-boots, and bear-ſkins.. When we arrive at 
Turin, we ſhall reſt after the fatigues of the journey.“ 


Mr. Gray's letters contain à very pleaſing account 
of many parts of their journey; but, unfortunately, 
at Florence, Mr. Horace Walpole and he quar- 
relled and parted. Mr. Maſon, to whom” we are 
chiefly indebted for the materials of our author's 
life, obſerves, that he was enjoined by Mr, Wal- 
pole to charge himſelf with the chief blame in their 
| quarrel ; 


— — —— 


2 quarrel; candidly confeſſing, that * inore attention 
and complaiſance, more deference to a warm friend- 
I ſhip, to ſuperior judgement and prudence, might 


* have prevented a rupture that gave much | uneaſfi- 
neſs to them both, and a laſting concern to the 
© ſurvivor ;* though in the year 1744 a reconciliation 
was effected between them, by a lady who wiſhed 
well to both parties. | 
After their ſeparation, Mr. Gray continued his 
journey in a manner ſuitable to his own limited 
circumſtances, with only an occaſional ſervant. He 
returned to England in September, 1741, and in 
about two months after buried his father; who had, 
by an injudicious, waſte of money upon a new 
houſe, / ſo much leſſened his fortune, that Gray 
thought his circumſtances too narrow to enable him 
in a proper manner to proſecute the ſtudy of the 
law. He, therefore, retired to Cambridge, where 
he ſoon after became bachelor of civil law; and 
where, as Dr. Johnſon expreſſes it, without lik- 
ing the place, or its inhabitants, or pretending to 
«© ke them, he paſſed, except a ſhort refidence at 
London, the reſt of his life.“ 

In 1742, Gray wrote his Ode to Spring,” his 
Proſpect of EtonCollege;” and his © Ode to Adver- 
fity.” He began likewiſe a Latin poem, De Principiis 
Cagitandi.  He-wrote, however, very little, though 
he applied himſelf very cloſely to his ſtudies; but 


in 17 50, he publiſhed his celebrated © Elegy, written 


& in a Country Church Yard ;” which firſt made 
him known to the publick. An invitation, which 
he received ſoon after from lady Cobham, gave riſe 
to the following ſingular compoſition, to which he 


gave the title of | 
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A LONG STORY. 
IN Britain's ifle, no matter where, 
An antient pile of building ſtands: 
The Huntingdons and Hattons there 
Employ'd the power of fairy hands 
10ũ“c raiſe the cieling's fretted height, 
Each pannel in atchievements cloath ing, 
Rich windows that exclude the light, 
And paſſages, that lead to nothing. 
Full oft within the ſpacious walls, 
When he had fifty winters o'er him 
My grave Lord-Keeper led the brawls; ' 
The ſeal and maces danc'd before him. 
His buſhy beard, and ſhoe-ftrings green, 
His high-crown'd hat, and ſattin doublet, 
Mov'd the ſtout heart of England's Queen, 
Though Pope and Spaniard could not trouble it. 
What, in the very firſt beginning! N 
Shame of the verſifying tribe | an Wa 
Your hiſtory whither are you ſpinning 10 
Can you do nothing but deſcribe ? 8 CATER TERS 
A houſe there is (and that's enough), $5 
From whence/one fatal morning iſſues 
A brace of warriors, not in buff, 1-4 
But ruſtling in their filks and tiſſues, 
The firſt came cap- a- pẽe from France, 
Her conquering deſtiny fulfilling, 
Whom meaner beauties eye aſkance, | 
And vainly ape her artof killing. 
The other Amazon kind Heaven 
Had arm'd with ſpirit, wit, and ſatire: 
But Cobham had the polith given, 
And tipp'd her arrows with good- nature. 
To celebrate her eyes, her air— | 
Coarſe panegyrics would but teaze Err. 
Doe 


—— — — ͤ 
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- Melifia is her New .# Guerre, 


Alas, who would not wiſh' to / pleaſe her! 
With bonnet blue and capuchine,; 
And aprons long, they hid their armour, 
And veil'd their-weapons bright and ae, 
In pity to the country farmer. 
ame, in the ſhape of Mr. — We 


(By this time all tie . know it) 1 1 
Had told, that the ts there lurk'd . 
A wicked imp they call a Poet: ar 


Who prowl'd the country far and near, 1 
Bewitch'd the children of the peaſants 
Dried up the cows, and lam'd the deer, 
And ſuck' d the eggs, and kill'd the — 

My Lady heard their joint petition, + 
Swore by her coronet and ermine ,. 
She'd iſſue a out her high commiſſion 

Jo rid the manor of ſuch vermin. 

The Heroines undertook the taſk, 

Thro' lanes unknown, o'er ſtiles they TY 
Rapp'd at the door, not ſtay'd to * v1 
But bounce into the parlour enter d. berge 

The trembling family they daunt, let 


They flirt, they fing, they laugh, they tau, 


— Rummage his mother, . pinch his aunt, | 
And up ſtairs in a whirlwind rattle. bes eas 
Each hole and cupboard they explore, 


Run burry-ſkur round the flour, 
And ver the bed and teſter clamber; 
Into the draws and china pry, 5 
Papers and books, a huge imbroglio! 
Under a tea- cup he might lie, 

Or creas'd, like dogs - ears, in a folio. 


Each creek and cranny of his chamberr,or 


On the ärſt marching of the troops, | d I . 


The Muſes, hopeleſs of his pardon, 
eli! 1214 | *"Convey' d 


/ 
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Convey'd him underneath theio hoops: ah 
To a ſmall cloſet in the- garden. £72 
So Rumour ſays : (who will, deere) 
But that they left the door a- jar, * 
Wbere, ſafe and laughing in his ſleeve, 
He heard the diſtant din of war. 
Short was his joy. He little knew 
The power of magic was no fable; 
Out of the window, whiſk, they Hew, * 
But left a ſpell upon the table. 
The words too cager to anriddle, 
The poet felt a ſtrange diſordee r 
Tranſparent bird-lime form'd the middle, ft 
And chains invifible the border. | 
- So cunning was the Apparatus, 5 
The powerful pot-hooks did ſo move him, 
That, will he, nill he, to the great-houſe 
He went, as if the Devil drove him. 
Yet on his way (no fign of grace, 
For folks in fear are apt to pray, 1. 
To Phcebus he preferr'd his caſe, e 
And begg'd his aid that dreadful IR 


The Godhead would have back'd his quarrel 


But with a bluſh, on recollection, 
_ Own'd, that his quiver and his laurel - 
Gaiuſt four ſuch eyes were no protection. 
The court was ſat, the culprit there, 
Forth from their gloomy manſions ereeping 
The Lady Janes and Joans repair, 
And from the gallery ſtand peeping: 
5 Such — in ſilence of the might 125 
ome (ſweep) along ſome winding e * 
(Styack has 8 ſeen the ſight) * * 
Or at the cliapel· door ſtand centry, 
In peaked hoods and mantles arniſh'd,| 
Sour viſages, nd to ſcare ye, 
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High dames of honour once, that garniſh'd 
The drawing room of fierce Queen Mary. 
The Peereſs comes. The audience ſtare, 
And doff their hats with due ſubmiſſion; 
She curtſies, as ſhe takes her chair, 
To all the people of condition. 1 
The Bard, with many an artful fib, 
Had in imagination fencd him 
Diſprov'd the arguments of Squib, _ 
And all that Groom could urge againſt him, 
But ſoon his rhetoric forſook him, 
When he the ſolemn' hall had ſeen; 
A ſudden fit of ague ſhook him; 1 
He flood as mute as poor Macleane. 
Yet ſomething he was heard to mutter, 
% How in the Park, beneath an old tree, 
« (Without deſign to hurt the butter, 
Or any malice to the poultry), 
He once or twice had penn'd a ſonnet, 
Vet hoped, that he might fave his bacon 
Numbers would give their oaths upon it, 
He ne'er was fora conj'rer taken.” 
The ghoſtly prudes with hagged face 
Already had condemn'd the finner, 
My Lady roſe, and with a grace 
She ſmil'd, and bid him come to dinner. 
« Jefu-Maria! Madam Bridget, 


„Why, what can the viſcounteſs mean?“ 


(Cried the ſquare-hoods in woeful fidget) 

The times are alter d quite and clean! 
„ Decorum *'s turn'd to mere civility, 

« Her air and all her manners ſhew it, 

« Commend me to her affability ; 

4 Speak to a commoner and poet!“ 


* N — 
C — 
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Ia 1753, ſeveral of his poems were ſplendidly 
publiſhes, With deſigns by Mr. Bentley; and this 
year he; loſt his mother. In 1756, ſome young 
men of the college, whoſe chambers were near his, 
diverted themſelves with diſturbing him by frequent 
and troubleſome noiſes. This inſolence, having 
endured it a while, he repreſented to the governors 
of the college ; but, finding his complaint little re- 
garded, he removed to Pembroke-hall. In 1757, 
he publiſhed * The Progreis of Poetry,” and 
« The Bard,” This year he had the offer of being 
appointed Poct-Laurcat ; but he declined the office. 
Iwo years. after, he quitted Cambridge for ſome 
time, and took an apartment near the Britiſh. Mu- 
ſeum; where he refided near three years, reading 
and tranſcribing. In 1765, he undertook a jour- 
ney into Scotland. In 1768, without his own ſoli- 
citation, or that of his friends, he was appointed 
regius profeſſot of modern hiſtory in the univerſity 
of Cambridge, He lived there three years after this 
promotion, and died on the 31ſt of July, 1772. 
The poems of Gray are few in number, but they- 
poſſeſs a very high degree of merit. A complete 
edition of them, with memoirs of his life, includ- 
ing many of his letters, was publiſhed by his in- 
genious friend Mr. W. Maſon, in four volumes, 
8vo., in 18. ee e 2 
The following character of Gray was publiſhed 
ſoon after his death: Perhaps he was the moſt 
learned man in Europe. He was equaltv acquainted. 
with che elegant and profound parts of ſcience, and 
that not n but thoroughly. He knew 
every branch of hiſtory, both natural and civil; 
had read all the original Hi torians of England, 


France, and Italy; and, was a great antiquarian. 
Criticiſm, metaphyſics, morals, politicks, made a 


YTincipal part of his ſtudy; voyages and travels of 
e — VII. K a ir 
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all forts were bis favourite amuſements ; and he had 
a fine- taſte in painting, prints, architecture, and 
gardening.” With fuch a fund of knowledge, his 
converſation muft have been equally inſtructing and 
entertaining; but he was alſo a good man, a man 
of virtue' and REO: There is no character 
without fome ſpeck, ſome imperfection; and 1 
think the gteateſt defect in his was an affectation in 
delicacy, or rather effeminacy, and a viſible faſti- 
diouſneſs, or contempt and diſdain of bis inferiors 
in ſcience. He alſo had, in ſome degree, that weak- 
neſs which diſguſted Voltaire ſo much in Mr. Con- 
greve; though he ſeemed to valne others chicfly 
according to the progreſs they had made in know- 
ledge, yet he could not bear to be confidered him- 
- felf merely as a man of letters; and though without 
birth, or fortune, or ſtation, bis deſite was to be 
locked upon as a private, 4251 I gentleman, 
who read for his amuſement. Perliaps it may be 
fad, what fignifies ſo much knowledge, when it 
produces ſo little? Is it worth taking ſo much pains 
to leave ho memorial but a few poems? But let it 
be conſidered that Mr. Gray was, to others, at leaſt 
LN employed ; to himſelf, certainly bene- 
ficially. His time paſſed agreeably ; he was every 
day making ſome new acquiſition in ſcience ; his 
mind was enlarged, his heart ſoftened, his virtue 
Rrengthened; the'world and mankind were ſhewn to 
him without a maſk ; and he was taught to confider 
every thing as trifling, and unworthy of the atten- 
tion of a wiſe man, except the purfuit of know- 
ledge and practice of virtue in that ſtate wherein 
God hath placed us. 

Some of the Poems of Gray have been treated 
with great critical arrogance and injuſtice by Dr. 
Johnſon ; but they have been ably defended by feveral 

_ mgenious Writers; and Dr. Warton has 12 7 
| - i that 


* 
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that Pope himſelf has produced nothing equal to the 
Bard of Gray. Perhaps one reaſon that induced 
Johnſon to attack Gray's poems with ſo much ſe- 
verity was, that he had obtained great reputation, 
though he was a Cambridge man; for ſuch. pre» 
judices, however abſurd, are known to liave , ope- 
rated on the mind of Johnſon. 


Before we conclude, we ſhall here inſert our 
author's Ode to Adverſity.“ | 


„% Daughter of Jove, relentteſs Pow'r, 

Thou Tamer of the human breaſt, Ur 

Whoſe iron ſcourge and tort'ring hour, 

The bad affright, afflict the beſt! © 

Bound in thy adamantine chain 

The proud are taught to taſte of pain, 

And purple Tyrafts'vainty'groam 

With pangs unfelt before, unpitied and alone. 
„When firſt thy Sire to ſend on'earth  - 

Virtue, his darling child, deſignd, 

To thee ke gave the heav'my bitt, 

And bad to form her infant mind. 

Stern ragged nutfe !- thy rigid lore 

With patience many a year the bore; © 

What ſorrow was, thou bad'ſt her know, | 

And from her own ſhe learn'd to melt at others? woe. 
e Scar'd at thy frown terrific, fly ; 

Self- pleaſing Folly's idle brood, 415 

Wild Laughter, Noiſe, and thoughtleſs Joy, 

And leave us leifure.to be good. | 

Light they diſperſe, . and with them go 

The ſummer Friend, the flatt' ring Foe; 

By vain Proſperity received, 

Jo her they vow their truth, and are again believ'd. 

Wiſdom in ſable garb array d, 

Immers'd in rapt'rous thought profound, | 

22 K 2 » And 
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And Melancholy, ſilent maid, 
With leaden eye, that loves the ground, 
Still on thy ſolemn ſteps attend: 
Warm Charity, the general friend, 
With Juftice to herſelf ſevere, ; 
And Pity, dropping ſoft the ſadly- pleaf ng tear. 
„ Oh, gently on thy ſuppliant's head, 
Dread Goddeſs, lay thy chaſt ning hand [ 
Not in thy Gorgon terrors clad, 
Nor circled with the vengeful band 
(As by the impious thou art ſeen) 
With thund'ring voice, and threat'ning mien, 

With ſcreaming Horor's funeral cry. 
Deſpair, and fell Diſeaſe, and ghaſtly Poverty. 

« Thy form benign, oh Goddeſs, wear, 

Thy milder influence impart, ''. 
Thy philoſophic train be there 
Fo ſoften, not to wound my, heart. 
The generous ſpark-extin& revive, 
Teach me to love and to forgive, 

Exact my owa defects to ſcan, 
What others are to _ and know myſelf a man,” 
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DAVID HUME, 
5 [A. D. un, 6 1776] 


TNAVIDHUME was born at Edinburgh on 
5 the th of April, 711. He was deſcended 


from a godd family, both on the father and mo- 
ther's ſide. His father's family was a branch of the 
Earl of Home's, or Hume's : and bis anceſtors had 
been proprietors of the eſtate, which his brother 


poſſeſſed, for ſeveral generations. His mother was 
daughter of Sir David Falconer, preſident of the 
college of juſtice. His family, however, was not 
rich; and, as he was a younger brother, his patri- 
mony was very ſlender. His father, who was con- 
ſidered as a man of parts, died when he was an 
infant, leaving him, with an elder brother and ſiſ- 


ter, under the care of his mother, a woman of great 


merit, Who, though young and handſome, devoted 
herſelf entirely to the rearing and educating of her 


children. He early diſcovered. a ſtrong paſſion for 


literature, and proſecuted his fludies. very. ſucceſſ- 
fully. He ſays himſelf, © My ſtudious oy ny 
my ſobriety, and my induſtry, gave my. family a 


notion that the law was a proper profeſſion for me; 
but I found an unſurmountable averfion to every 
thing but the purſuits of philoſophy and general 
Eons, "3 . learning ; 
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learning; and, while they fancied I was poring 
upon Voet and Vinnius, Cicero and Virgil were 
the authors which I was fecretly devouring. 
My very ſlender fortune, however, being un- 
ſuitable to this plan of life, and my health being a 
little broken by my ardent application, I was 
tempted, or rather forced, to make à very feeble 
trial for entering into a more active ſcene of life. 
| In 1734, | went to Briſtol, with ſome recommen- 
' -  darions to eminent merchants, but in a few months 
found that ſcene totally unſuitable to me.” 

He paged through his academical courſes at the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, and afterwards went over 
into France, with a view of proſecuting his ſtudies 

in a country retirement; and he ſays, ** During 
= my retreat in France, firſt-at Rheims, but chiefly at 
. La Flebe, in Anjou, I compoſed my T rreatiſe 
of Human Nature.” After 2 three years 
very agrecably in that dvr came over to Lon- 
don in 1737. In the end of 1738, I publiſhed my 

© "Freatife, and immediately went down to my 
mother and my brother, who lived at his country- 
- _ Houſe, and was employing himſelf very judiciouſly 
and ſucceſsfully in the improvement of his fortune. 
Never litetary attempt was more unfortunate 
than my © Treatiſe of Human Nature.“ It fell 
dead- born from the preſs, without reaching 'fuch 
diſſtinction, as even to excite a murmur among the 
realots. But being naturally of a chearful and ſan- 
guine temper, I very ſoon recovered the blow, and 
proſecuted with great ardour my ſtudies in the coun- 
try. In 1742, I printed at Edinburgh the firſt 
part of my Effays:”* the work was favourably re- 
*ceived, and ſoon” made me entirely forget my for- 
mer diſappointment. I continued with my mother 
-and brother in the De, and in that time re- 


covered the knowledge of the Greek language, | 
nnn 
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which 1 had too much ' negleted in my early 


youth. ; 3 8 
In 1945, U receives a letter from the Marquis 
of Annandale, inviting me to come and live with 


him in England. I found alſo, that the friends and 


family of that young nobleman were deſirous of 
putting him under my care and direction, for the 
ſtate of his mind and health required it.— I lived 
with him a twelvemonth. My appointments durin 
that time made a conſiderable acceſſion to my wal 
fortune. I then received an invitation from Gene- 
ral St. Chir to attend him as a ſecretary to his ex- 


dition, which was at firſt meant againſt Canada, 
ut ended in an incurſion on the coaſt of France. 


Next year, to wit, 1747, I received an invitation 


from the General to attend him in the ſame ſtation 


in his military embaſſy to the courts of Vienna and 
Turin. I then wore the uniform of an officer, and 
was introduced at thefe courts, as aid- de- camp to 
the general; along with Sir Harry Erſkine and Cap- 
tain Grant, now General Grant. Theſe two vears 
were almoſt the only interruptions ' which my ſtu- 
dies have received during the courſe of my life : 1 
paſſed them-agreeably, and in good company; and 
my appointments, with my frugality; had made me 
reach a fortune which | called independent, though 
moſt of my friends were inclined to ' ſmile when [ 
faid ſo; in thort, I was now maſter of near a thou- 
ſand pounds. | n 54 

lt ſhould be obſerved, that, ſome time before he 
went into Germany and Italy, he ſtood. candidate 


for the chair of moral philoſophy in the univerſity” 


of Edinburgh, then vacant by the refignation of 
Ds. Pringle, afterwards dir John Pringle, who' had 


been appointed phyſician to the army. Tbe intereſt 


of Mr Hume was warmly ſupported by the no- 
bility and gentiy; but, the preſby tery of Edinburgh, 
* K 4 © having 
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having a right to object to one out of three candi- 
dates named by the town council, they put their 
negative upon Mr. Hume, probably from a know- 
ledge of the ſcepticiſm ofchis principles. 
He ſoon after caſt a part of his treatiſe on. Hu- 
** man. Nature“ into a new form, and publiſhed it 
under the title of An Enquiry concerning Hu- 
% wan Undeiſtanding ;”” as he did alſo afterwards 
another part of the ſame work, under tlie title of 
An Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals.” 
He now was informed by his bookſeller, Mr. An- 
drew Millar, that his publications were beginning 
to be the ſubject of converſation, that the ſale of 
them was gradually increaſing, and that there was 
2 demand for ne editions of them. © Theſe ſymp- 
*toms of, a rifing reputation,” ſays he, gave me 
* encouragement,. as I was ever more diſpoſed to ſec 
- © the ſavourable than uniavaurable fide of things; 
* a turn of mind which. it is more happy to poſleſs, 
_ © than to be born to an eſtate of ten. thouſand a 
. n Wt 804 | 
Mr. Hume's writings excited attention not only 
by their literary merit, but by the extreme ſcepti- 
ciſm which. they contained. Dr. John Leland, 
- ſpeaking of ſome of our author's pieces ſays, This 
| «* gentleman muſt be acknowledged to be a ſuhtile 
. writer, of a very metaphyſical genius, and has a 
. © neat and agreeable manner of expreſſion. But it 
is obvious to every judicious reader, that he has 
in many inſtances carried ſcepticiſm to an unrea- 
© ſonable height; and ſeems every where to affect 
an air of making new obſervations and diſcoveries. 
His writings ſeem, for the moſt part, to be cal - 
+ culated; rather to amuſe, or even confound, than 
to inſtruct and enlighten. the underſtanding. And 
there are not a few things in them, which ſtrike 
Ast the foundation of natural, as well as the yo 
| 6 an 
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© and evidences of revealed, religion. This appears 


to me to be, in a particular manner, the charattet 
of his philoſophical Effays.” | oth 

Dr. Leland alfo favs, that Mr. Hume, by en- 
deavouring to deſtroy all reaſoning, from cauſes to 
effects, or from effects to cauſes, and not allowing 
that we can ſo much as probably infer the one from 
the other, by arguing either à priori, or from ex- 


perience, ſubverts, as far as in him lies, the 
very foundation of thoſe reaſonings, that are drawn 


from the effects which we behold in the frame of 
the univerſe, to the exiſtence of one ſupreme, in- 
telligent, all- powerful Cauſe; and accordingly we 
ſhall find, that he himſelf afterwards applies this 
principle to this very purpoſe. Another uſe that 
he makes of this do&rine concerning cauſe and ef- 
fe; is, what we ſhould not have expected from it, 
to confound all difference between phyſical and 


moral cauſes, and to ſhew that the latter have the 


fame Kind of caſuality with the former. This is 
the purport of his eighth Eſſay, which is concerning 


liberty and neceſſity. Though, if he argued con- 


fiſtently, he muſt deny that there is any ſuch thing 
in nature as neceflity, or neceſſary connection; or 
that there is either phyſical or moral cauſe at all.T 

Mr. Hume endeavoured to perſuade his readers, 
that there was no teſtimony by which the truth of 
miracles could be proved; and he favs, Tis ex- 
+ perience alone which gives authority to human 
* teſtimony ; and *tis the ſame experience that aſſures 
dus of the laws of nature. When therefore theſe 
two kinds of experience are contrary, we have 
nothing to do but to ſubtract the one from the 


* other, And this ſubtraction with regard to all 


popular religions amounts to an entire annihila- 


tion.“ And it is chiefly upon this, fays Dr. Le- 


land, that he founds the arrogant cenſure, which, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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with an unparalleled aſſurance, he paſſes upon all 
that believe the Chriſtian religion, viz. That 
© whoſoever is moved by faith to aſſent to it, is con- 
ſcious of a continued miracle-in his on perſon, 
_ * which ſubverts all the principles of bis under- 
«© ſtanding, and gives him a determination to be- 
* lieve whatever is moſt contrary to cuſtom and ex- 
_** penience.” It is thus that Hume concludes. his 
« Eſſay on Miracles,“ as if he had for over ſilenced 
5 all the advocates of Chriſtianity; and they muſt 
* henceforth either renounce their faith, or ſubmit 
* to paſs with men of his ſuperior underſtanding 
for perſons miraculouſly ſtupid, and utterly loſt 
to all reaſon and common ſenſe.“ Mr. Hume's 
Eſſay on Miracles“ was alſo anſwered by De. 
Adams, and Dr. Price; and ſome of his other rca- 
ſonings agatoſt natural and revealed religion, were 
refuted by Dr. Prieftley and other learned writers. 
Dr. Beattie has taken much pains to confute the 
_ pernicious ſeutiments of Mr. Hume, in bis Eflay 
* on: the Nature and Immutability of Pruth, in 
**. oppoktion to Sophiſtry and Scepticiſm;“ and he 
remarks, that Mr. Hume has gone greater lengths 
in the demolition of common ſenſe than any of his 
ſceptical predeceſfors : - and * reared in its place a 
_ © moſt tremendous fabrick of doQtrine; upon which, 
if it were not for the flimſineſs of its materials, 
© engines might eaſily be erected, ſufficient to over- 
turn all belief, ſcience, religion, virtue, and ſo- 
© ciety, from the very foundation.* . 2 
In 1751, Mr. Hume removed to Edinburgh, and 
tie following year publiſhed there his Political 
Diſcourſes; which, he obſerves, were the only 
work of his that was ſucceſsful on the firſt publica- 
tion. In 1952, the faculty. of advacates choſe bin 
their librarian, an office, he remarks,” from which 
be received little or no emalument; but which one 
899 ä £ 5 | m 


* 


formed the plan of writing the Hiſtory af England 


and, in 1754, publiſhed, in 4to; the tuo farit 


volumes, under the title ob *< The Hiſtory of Great 
« Britain; under the Houſe of Stuart. This was 
at firſt not ſo well received as he expected, at which 


be felt a very great degree of diſappointment; ſo 


great, indeed, that though he reprefents himſelf of 
a very philofophical- teraper, he ſays, had not 
© the: war been at that time breaking out between 
„France and England, I had certainly retired to 
% ſome provincial town of the former kingdom, 
„have changed my name, and neuer more haue returned 
© % my natine country,” But he afterwards; as he 
informs us, picked up courage, and perfevered /? 
ſo that in 1758 be publiſhed his „ Hiſtory of the 
„ Houſe of Tudor; and afterwards the more early 
part of his hiſtory, from the invaſion of Julius'Czfar 
to the acceſſion of the Houſe of Tudor, which, with 
the volumes formerly publiſhed, completed his hiſ- 
tory to the Revolution; and, notwithſtanding his 


wards obtained a very higli degree of celebrity. 

In the different editions of his hiſtory, Mr. Hume 
has made a great variety of alterations; and he ſays, 
in his own account of his life, Though I had 
been taught by experience, that the Whig party 


«© were in poſſeſſion of beſtowing all places, both 
* in the ſtate and in literature, l was fo! little in- 
d clined to yield to their ſenſeleſs clamour, that in 


_  - 


above a hundred alterations, which farther ſtudy, 


reading, or reflection, engaged me to make id 
the reigns of the two firſt Stuarts, I have made all 


'© of them invariably to the Tory ſide. But tlie 


man who can really believe, that Mr Hume had 


reaſon to make a hundred alterations on the Ter 
ſide, and not one on 1 other, muſt. have more 
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him the command of a large library. He then 


tak 


diflatis faction at its firſt reception, his work after» 
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faith than Mr. Hume himſelf ſeems to have poſ- 
ſeſſed on any ſubject. * 

In relating the farther particulars of his life, 
Mr. Hume ſays, Notwithſtanding this variety of 
winds and ſeaſons, to which my writings had 
been expoſed, they had ftill been making ſuch 
advances, ' that the copy-money given me by 
the book ſellers, much exceeded any, thing for- 
merly known in England; I was become not only 
independent, but opulent. I retired to my native 
country of Scotland, determined never more to ſet 
my foot out of it; and retaining the ſatis faction of 
never having preferred a requeſt to one great man, 
or even making advances of friendſhip to any of 
them. As I was now turned of fifty, I thought of 
- paſſing all the reſt of my life in this philoſophical 
manner, when I received, in 15763, an invitation 
from the Earl of. Hertford, with whom 1 was not 
in the leaſt acquainted, to attend him on his em- 
baſſy to Fans, with a near proſpect of being ap- 
pointed ſecretary to the embaſſy, and, in the mean 
while, of performing the functions of that office. 
This offer, however inviting, I at firſt declined, 
both becauſe I was reluctant to begin connexions 
with tbe great, and becauſe I was afraid that the ci- 
vilities and gay company of Paris would prove diſ- 
agreeable to a perfon of my age and humour; but, 
on his lordſhip's repeating the invitation, I accepted 
of it. I have every reaſon,” both of pleaſure and 


. intereſt, to think myſelf happy in my connexions 


with that nobleman, as well as afterwards” with his 

brother, General Conway.” TE” 
- ., Thoſe who have not ſeen the. ſtrange. effects of 
modes, will never 4magine the reception I met with 
at Paris, from men and women of all ranks and 
tations. | The more 1-re/iied from their exceſſive 
civilities, he more I was loaded with them. I here 
», however, a real ſatisfaction in living at e 
| ** : Om 
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from the great number of ſenfible, knowing, and 
polite company with which that city abounds above 
all places in the univerſe. I thought once of ſet- 
tling there for life,” | | | 
I was appointed ſecretary to the embaſly ; and, 
in ſummer 1765, Lord Hertford left me, being ap- 
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. I was charg? 
d' affaires till the arrival of the Duke of Richmond, 
towards the end of the year. In the beginning of 
1766, I left Paris, and next ſummer went to Edin- 
burgh, with the ſame view as formerly, of burying 
myſelf in a philoſophical retreat. I returned to that 
place, not richer, but with much more money, and 
a much larger income, by means of Lord Hertford's' 
friendſhip, than ] left it; and I was deſirous of try- 
ing what ſuperfluity could produce, as I had for- 
merly made an experiment of a competency... But, 
in 176), I-received from Mr, Conway an invitation 
to be Under-ſecretary ; and this invitation, both 
the character of the perſon, and my connexions 
with Lord Hertford, prevented me from declining. 
I returned to Edinburgh in 1569, very opulent (for 
J poſſeſſed a revenue of 10001. a year), healthy, and 
though ſomewhat ſtricken in years, with the proſ- 
pect of enjoying long my eaſe, and of ſeeing the in- 
creaſe of my reputation.“ CE Me n 
One of the moſt remarkable tranſactions in Mr. 
Hume's life was his diſpute with Rouſſeau, in con- 
ſequence of his having obtained the offer of a pen- 
fon from the king of England for that very extra- 
ordinary man. He had previouſly procured for 
him a retreat conformably to the wiſhes that Rouſ- 
ſeau had expreſſed, at Wooton, in Derbyſhire, from 
- whence, - ſoon after his arrival there, he received 
from him the following letter, in which there is 
ſome reference to a contrivance to accommodate 
Rouſſeau with a carriage down there at a ſmall ex- 
N ET pence, 
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pence, and which was adopted in order to avoid 
burting his delicacy. ice n „ v6 
8 *© Wooton, March 22, 1760. 
4 You fee already, my dear patron, by the date 

of my letter, that 1 am arrived at the place of m 
deſtination ; but you cannot fee all the charms which 
1 find in it; to do this, you ſhould be acquainted 
with the fituation, aud be able to read my heart. 
Tou ought, however, to read at leaſt thoſe of my 
ſentiments with teſpect to you, and which you have 
ſo well deferved. If I he in this agreeable afylum 
as happy as 1 hope to do, one cf the greateſt plca- 
fures no my.life will be, to reflect that I owe mit to 
vou. To make another happy, is to deſerve to be 
happy one's ſelf; May you therefore find in your- 
ſeelk the reward of all you have done for me! Had 
| F been alone, I might perhaps have met with hoſ- 
|þ pitality, but 1 ſhould have never reliſhed it ſo highly 
_ as Fnow do, in owing it to your friendſhip. Re- 
_ rain ſtill that friendſhip for me, my dear patron ; 
love me for my fake, who am fo much indebted to 
du! love me for your own, for the good You have 
| Sink me. I am ſenfible of the full value of your 
fincere friendſhip ; it is the obſect of my ardent 

- withes; I am ready to repay it with all mine, and 
feel ſomething in my heart which may one day con- 
vince you that it is not without its value. As, for 
the reaſons agreed on between us, I ſhall receive 
nothing by the poſt, you will be pleaſed, when you 
have the goodneſs to write to me, to ſend your let- 
ters to Mr. Davenport. The affair of the carriage 
is not yet adjuſted; becauſe I know I was impoſed 
on; it is 2 trifling fault, however, which may be 
only the effect of an e vanity, unleſs it ſhould 
happen to be repeated, If you were concerned in 
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it, I would adviſe you to give up, once forall, 
theſe: livtle impomions, which cannot proceed from 
any good motive, when, converted into ſnares; fer 
ſimplieuiy, Lembrace you, my dear patron, with 
the ſage: cf Which 1 hope ze and F: Fon i 
Ty having been agreed upon between Mr. Hume 
and Mr. Roufleay not to lay each other under any 
regraint by a continued correſpondence, the only 
ſubje& of their future letters was the obtaining a 
penſion ſtom the king of England, Which was then 
in agitatioa; and of which affair Mr. Hume gives 
the low ing conciſe relation. inis Land F 22 
As we were couverſing together ane evening at 
Calais, where we were detained: by contraxy Winds, 
1 aſked Mr. Rouſſeau if be would, not accept of a 
penſion from the king of England, in caſe; his 
majeſty ſhould be pleaſed to grant him one? 10 
this he replied, it was a matter of ſome difficulty 
to reſolve on; but that he thoald be entirely directed 


by the advice of my Lord Marſhall. Encouraged 


by this, anſwer, L no ſponer arrived in London, 
than I addtoſſed myſelf, to his majeſty's miniſters, 
and particulaily to General Conway, ſecretary of 
ſtare, and General Grame, ſecretary and cham- 

berlain to the queen. Application was accordingly 
made to their majeſties, who with their uſdal god - 
neſs conſented, on condition 2 the affair 
ſhonuld not be made publick. Mr. Rouſſeau and I 
both wrote to my Lord Marſhalls and. Mr. Rouſſeau 
expteſſly ohſerved in his letter, that the circumſtanct 
of the affair's being to be kept ſecret was very 
agreeable: to him. The conſent of my Lord Mar- 
ſhalt arrived, as may readily he imagined: ſoon after 
which, Mr. Rouſſeau ſet out for Wooton; whale the 
buſineſs remained ſome time in ſuſpenſe, on account 
of dhe ind iſpaſition of General: Conwag. 922 
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In the mean time, I began to be afraid, from 
what I had obſerved of Mr. Rouſſeau's diſpoſition 
and character, that his natural reſtleſſneſs of mind 
would prevent his enjoyment of that repoſe, to 
which the hoſpitality and ſecurity he found in Eng- 
land invited him. I faw, with infinite regret, that 
he was born for ſtorms and tumults; and that the 
diſguſt, which might ſucceed the peaceful enjoyment 
of ſolitude and tranquillity, would ſoon render him 
'a burthen to himſelf and every body about him. 
But, as I lived at the diſtance of an hundred and 
fifty miles from the place of his refidence, and was 
conſtantly employed in doing him good offices, I 
did not expect that I myſelf ſhould be the victim of 
this unhappy diſpoſition.” 
| General Conway ſoon after received a letter 
From Mr. Rouſſeau, which appeared both to him 
and Mr. Hume to be a plain refuſal of the penſion, 
. as long as the article of ſecrecy was infiſted on; but 
as Mr. Hume knew that Mr. Rouſſeau had been ac- 
quainted with this conduct from the beginning, he 
was the leſs ſurprized at his filence towards him. 
He thought, that is friend, conſcious of having 
treated him ill in this affair, was aſhamed to write 
to him; and, having prevailed on General Conway 
to keep the matter fill open, he wrote a very friendly 
letter to Mr. Rouſſeau, exhorting him to return to 
his former way of Akin, and to accept of the 
e = 1 
Mr. Hume 880 three weeks in vain for an 
anſwer; he thought this a little ſtrange, and even 
wrote to Mr. Davenport; but having to do with a 
very odd ſort of man, and ſtill accounting for his 
ſilence by ſuppoſing him aſhamed to write to him, 
_ was reſolved not to be diſcouraged, not to lofe 
the opportunity of doing him an eſſential ſervice, 
on account/of a a Vain eee He a«cordingly 
1 | | renewed 
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renewed his applications to the miniſters, and was 
ſo happy as to be enabled to write the following lets» 
ter to Mr. Rouſſeau, n, 

Liſle: Street, Leiceſter- Fields, June 19, 1766. 
% As. I have not received any anſwer from you, 
I conclude,.that you perſevere in the ſame reſolution 
of refuſing all marks of his majeſty's goodneſs as. 
long as they muſt: remain a ſecret, I have therefore 
applied to General Conway to have this, condition 
removed; and I was ſo fortunate as to obtain his 
promiſe, that he would ſpeak to the king for that 
purpoſe. It will only be requiſite, ſaid he, that we 
know -previouſly from Mr, Rouſſeau, whether he 
would accept of a penſion publicly granted him, that 
his. majeſty may not be expoſed to a ſecond refuſal, 
He gave me authority, to write to you on that ſub : 
ject; and I beg to hear your reſolution as ſoon as 
poſſible. If you give your conſent, which | earneſtly 
intreat you to do, I know, that I could depend on 
the good offices of the Duke of Richmond, to ſecond 
Genetal Conway's application; ſo that I have no 
doubt of ſucceſs. I am, my dear Sir, . «} 
Yours, with great ſincerity, D. H.“ 


7 


= 


lowing anſwer : o oY 17 p- | 
Mr. Rouſſeau to Mr. Hume. not 

. „ Wooton, june 22, 1766. 

J imagined, Sir, that my — ib 5 
ted by your own. conſcience, had ſaid enough; 

ut 8 have ſome deſign in not underſtanding 
me, I ſhall ſpeak. You have but ill-diſguiſed your» 
ſelf, I know you, and you are not ignorant of it. 
Before we had any perſonal conneQions, quarrels, 
or diſputes; while we knew each other only by lite · 


In a few days after, Mr. Hume received the fol · 


* 
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ey reputation; you affectionately made me the offer 
* - © Of the good offices of yourſelf and friends. Affected 
by this generoſity, I threw myſelf into your arms; 
| you breught me to England, apparently to procure 
me an aſylum, but in fact to bring me to diſhonour. 

| You applied to this noble work with a zeal worthy 
= of your heart, and a fucceſs worthy of your abilities. 
= You needed not have taken ſo much pains: you 


| 


= Eve and converſe with the world; Fwith myſelt in 
| folitude. The public love to be deceived, and you 
=_ Were formed to deceive them. I know one man, 
| however, whom you cannot deceive; F mean your- 
s felf. You know with what horrour my heart re- 
jected the firſt ſuſpicion of your defigns. You know 
embraced you with tears in my eyes, and told you, 
if you were not the beſt of men, you muſt be the 
blackeſt of mankind.” In reflefting on your private 
conduct, you muſt ſay to yourfelf ſometimes, you 
are not the beſt of men; under which conviction, I 
doubt much if ever you will be the happieſt. 
leave your friends and yon to carry on your 
fchemes as you pleaſe ;* giving up to you, without 
_ regret, my reputation during life; certain that 
ſooner or later juſtice will be done to that of both. 
As to your good offices in matters of intereſt, which 
you have made uſe of as a. maſk, I thank you for 
them, and ſhall diſpenſe with profiting by them. [ 
- ought not to hold a correſpondence: with you any 
longer, or to accept of it to my advantage in any 
affair in which you are to be the mediator. Adicu, 
Sir, I with you the trusſt happineſs; but as ve 
ought not to have any thing to ſay to each other tor 
the future, this is the laſt letter you will receive 


fromme., n J. J. R.“ 
To this letter Mr. Hume immediately ſent the 
me * | . 4 r. 
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. Vir. Hume to Mr; Rouſſeau, 

re rv ear welt | 
« As] am-conſfcions of having ever acted towards 
you the molt, friendly part, of having always gixen 
the moſt tender, the moſt active proofs of fincere 
affection; you may judge of my extreme: ſurprize 
on peruling your epiſtle! Such violent accuſations, 
conſined altogether to generals, it is as impoſſible to 
anſwer, à8 it is impoſuible ta comprehend them. 
But affairs cannot, muſt not remain an that footiꝑg · 
I ſhall charitably ſuppoſe, that ſome infamous ca» 
lumniator has behed me ta you, But in that caſe, 
it is your duty, and Lam perſuaded it will be your 
inclination, to give me an opportunity af detecting 
him, and of juſtifying myſelf; which can only be 
done by your mentioning the particulars of which I 
am — You ſay, that I myfelf know that 1 
have been falſe to you: but I * it loudly, and will 
ſay it to the whole world, that I know the contrary, 
that I know',my. friendſhip towards you has been 
unbounded and uninterrupted, and that though in- 
ſtances of it have been very generally, remarked both 
in Ftanee and England, the ſmalleſt part of it only 

has as yet como to the knowledge of the publick. 1 
demand, that you will produce me the man who 
will aſſert the:contrary 3, and, abore all, I demand. 
that he will mention any one paxtienlar in whieh I - 
have been wanting to you, You owe this to me; 
vou owe it to yourſelf ; you owe it to truth, and 
honour, and juſtice, and ta every thing that can be 
deemed. ſacred among men. As an innocent man; 
. 1 will not ſay, as your friend; I will not ſay, a8 
Your benefator ? but, 1 repeat it. as an innocent 
man, Iclaim the privilege of proving my innacence, 
and of refuting any ſcandalous lye which may have 
been invented againſt me. Mr. Daxenport, te 
whom I have ſent a copy of your letter, and who 
SL be "4 will 
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will read this before he delivers it, I am confident, 


will ſecond my demand, and will tell you; that 


nothing poſhbly can be more equitable. Happily [ 
have preſerved the letter you wrote me after your 
arrival at Wooton; and you there expreſs in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, indeed'in terms too ſtrong, your 
ſatisfaction in my poor endeavours to ſerve” you; 
the little epiſtolary intercourſe which afterwards paſſed 
between us, has been all employed on my: fide to 


the moſt friendly purpoſes. Tell me, what has 
*fince given you offence. 'Tell me of what I am ac- 


cuſed. Tell me the man who accuſes me. Even 
after you have fulfilled all theſe conditions, to my 
fatisfaftion, and to that of Mr. Davenport, you will 
Have great difficulty to juſtify the employing ſuch 
outrageous terms towards a man, with whom you 
have been ſo intimately connected, and whom, on 


many accounts, you ought to have treated with ſome 


regard and decency:- 


Mr. Davenport knows the whole tranſaction 
about your penfion, becauſe I thought it neceſſary 


that the perſon who had undertaken your ſettlement 


ſhould be fully acquainted with your cireumſtances ; 
leſt he ſhould be tempted to perform towards you 
concealed acts of generoſity, which, if they acci- 


. dentally came to your knowledge, might give =_ 
- Jome grounds of offence. I am, Sir, D. i.“ 


By the influence of Mr. Davenport, Rouſſeau wrote 
Hume another letter, of great length, in which be 
perſiſted in his charges and recriminations, ſo that 
no accommodation took place between them. There 
is no reaſon to ſupp6ſe; but that Hume really meant 
to ferve Rouſſeau; but the latter was of a very jea- 


. Tous temper, and his uncommon force of imagina- 
von led him to combine circumſtances, ſeeming!y 


minute 


! 
. 


\ 
\ 
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minute and trifling, in ſuch a manner as to impoſe 

on his own underſtanding. Fed HEN 
The latter years of Mr. Hume were ſpent by him 

among his literary friends at Edinburgh, where he 

died, with great compoſure, after a lingering illneſs, 
on the 25th of Auguſt, 1776. His manners wefe 

' agreeable ; he poſſeſſed much ggſineſs and chearful- 
neſs of temper ;' and his convMation was often diſ- 
tinguiſhed by its gaiety and pleaſantry. . 
Ot his works, his * Hiſtory of England“ is 
probably now the moſt generally read. But this, 
though it has great literary merit, is very far from 
containing a juſt and impartial account of the tranſ- 
actions of this country. In a piece publiſhed in 
gvo. in 1770, under the title of“ Another Letter 
© to Mr. Almon, in matter of Libel,” which was 
then attributed by ſome to Mr. Dunning, and by 
others with more probability to Sir Martin Wright, 
is the following paſſage, relative to our author's 
Hiſtory of England: © Mr. Hume, the hiſtorian, 
* inftead of relating actions, matters of religion or 
politics, drawing characters, accounting for events, 
* or repreſenting the conſtitution, like all other wri- 
* ters before him, ftrives to give the whole in a dif- 
© ferent way, and, having a good deal of ingenuity, 
* has ſo far ſucceeded as to give another turn to 
* almoſt every thing, inſomuch that his hiſtory is 
not the true ſtory of this country, nor does any 
man of knowledge look upon it as ſuch.” In 
1790. were alſo publiſhed at Edinburgh, in '8vo. 
Letters on Mr. Hume's Hiſtory of England;“ and 
in theſe letters the very unjuſt and indefenfible re- 
preſentation which Hume has given of the Refor- 
mation, and the Reformers, was very properly 

ani madverted upon, and refuted. eee. e 

In 1778 were publithed, in 8 vo, © Obſervations 

on Mr. Hume's Hiſtory of England, by Dr. 
PBs ain Towers. 


eri OF 
Towers. In this piece the author ſays, * Few of 


our modern hiſtoxicalperformances have been more 
read, or, more celebrated, than the Hiſtory of 
* England by Mr. David Hume; and as an elegant 
© compoſition,. and the production of real and Ain 
© ouithed genius, it is unqueſtionably entitled to 


_ © great applauſe. But though beauty of diction, 


© harmony of periods, and acuteneſs and fingularity 
© of ſentiment, may captivate the reader, yet there 
* are other qualifications eſſentially neceſſary to the 
© character of a,good hiſtorian... . 
and impartiality, are alſo requiſite; and in theſe 
© Mr. Hume is frequently deficient.; ſo that thoſe 
© who read his work, with à view to obtain juſt 
« ideas of the moſt remarkable tranſactions and events 
* which have happened in this country, will, it 
« they rely ſolely on bis authority, be led to- form 
© conceptions.exceedingly, erroneous reſpecting mat - 
© ters of very conſiderable importance.“ Dr. Towers 


alſo remarks, that there is a wide difference be- 


* tween occaſional and accidental errors, into which 
© the moſt impartial biſtorian may ſometimes fall, 
© and a kind of ſyſtematic miſtepteſentation, which 
© runs through the greateſt part of a conſiderable 


. * work. This appears to be the caſe with Mr. 


© Hume's Hiflory. “ He was extremely defirous 


of repreſenting the government of England as ar- 


« degree of plauſibility, in the periods preceding the 
« acceſſion of the houſe of Stuart: _ this he was 


« bitrary, at leaſt as much fo as he could with any 


led to do by his defire of vindicating, or extenuat- 


« ing, the tyranny of that family, under the pre- 
© tence, that. they found the government deſpotic, 
© or nearly. ſo, on their acceſhon to the throne of 
« Great Britain. His account of the reign of 
© king Charles I. may be conſidered rather as a 


_ © ſpecious and artful apology for that prince's con- 


I | x duct, 
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guct, than a juſt hiſtory. In ſome reſpe&s it is 
more partial than the celebrated hiſtory of Lord 
© Chrendon, though that nobleman was an avowed 
« partizan.of Charles. But this ſeems to have been 
* neceflaty; in order to enable Mr. Hume to ſupport 
© his favourite hypotheſis * | | 
Our author hkewiſe obſerves, that, in many 
© paſſages of his Hiſtory, Mr. Hume ſeems to take 
* particular pleafure in degrading the national cha- 
© rater of the inhabitants of England; and, there- 
* fore, in the earlier part of his Hiſtory, he paſts 
. * very ſlightly” over thoſe circumſtances and tranſ- 
actions Which reflect honour on the natives of this 
country; While he dwells in a very copious” man- 
© ner on thoſe circamſtances and tranfattions in 
which they appear to difadyantage.'—< He ſeems 
© alſo ſtudious to leſſen the reputation of ſome of 
the moſt celebrated Engliſh geniuſes. He gene- 
rally begins with beſto wing ſome compliments upon 
them, and then eonttives, with great dexterity 
© to throw out ſuch inſinuations againſt them, and 
© fo magnifies their defects, real or imaginary, ' as 
* almoſt wholly to overturn what he has ſaid in their 
© fxvour; and the ideas which he endeavours to 
* convey are ſuch, as, if we adopt them, muſt greatly 
leſſen our opinion of the merit of the eminent per- 
ſons of whom be ſpea s. 
After pointing out a variety of inſtarces of par- 
tiality and groſs miſrepreſentation in Mr. Himes 
Hiſtory, Dr. 'F owers ſays, Notwithſtanding the de- 
fects of Mr. Hume's Hiſtory of England, it may 
be read with confiderable advantage, if it be ren 
* with caution, with a due attention to the prevail- 
ing views, ſentiments, and prepoſſèſſions of che 
* writer,” and if it be compared with other Bnglifh 
hiſtorical authors. Independently. of its merit as 
"a compoſition, it may be admitted, that mueh 
| 4 real 


= 
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© real information, and many remarks equally juft 
© and acute, are to be found in Mr. Hume's Hiſtory; 
but thoſe who read his work, without ſuch a pre- 
« yious acquaintance with other Englith hiſtorians 
© as will, in ſome degree, enable them to judge of 
© the truth and impartiality of his repreſentations, 
© will often be led into the moſt. erroneous concep- 
tions. And it is certainly by no means a proper 
* book to be put into the hands of Britiſh youth, in 
© order to give them juſt ideas of the hiſtory and 
© conſtitution of their own country, though this is 
*a uſe to which it is ſometimes applied. It re- 
« quires a maturity of judgment, and a conſiderable 
—— of hiſtoric knowledge, to be able to read it 
© without being miſled by the political prejudices of 
© the author, and by the art and dexterity which 
frequently attend his miſrepreſentations. There 
© are {ſentiments in it which may be highly pernicious 


to the minds of youth, eſpecially when confidere4 
in the light of ſubjects of a free ſtate; and in many 


© places the obſervations of this hiſtorian are cal- 


_ © Lculated to infuſe into his readers principles of 
. * ſcepticiſm, and to give them views very untavour- 


able, not only to ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm, but 
to genuine and rational religion.” g 

Dr. Towers farther remarks, that there is 2 
© neatneſs, an elegance, and a perſpicuity, in Mr. 
© Hume's narrations, which cannot fail to captivate 


* 


' ©his readers. But thaſe, who read hiſtory from la- 


© tional motives, muſt wiſh to be inſtructed, as 
© well as entertained ; and no elegance of compo- 
« fition can atone for groſs miſrepreſentations of the 
© real ſtate of facts. Upon the whole, he ſays, 
© it is manifeſt, that whatever commendation may 


be due to Mr. Hume as an ingenious, elegant, and 


poliſhed writer, he is not entitled to equal praiſe 
das an exact, faithful, and impartial eat 
EY ” : — 4 at- 


DA NID HUME. a 
„e be the. beauties of his ſtyle, and 
however we 8 the eloquence with which 
his work is embelliſhed, it is nevertheleſs certain, 
« that we muſt have recourſe to other ſources of 

information, if we. would obtain an accurate 
knowledge of the Engliſh hiſtory, if we would 
form juſt ideas of the moſt remarkable tranſactions 
eee which occur in 5 annals of th s 
| 8 country. "** 


In Mr. Hayley's % Eſay on Hiſto ” are "tha 
following lines relative to RAIN and UME :; "07 
« Norſhalt thou want, Rail thy well-earn'® | 
iſe, tint 
The „ thou of modern days 1 
Thy ſword, thy pen, have both thy name endear'd; | 
This join'd our arms, and that our ſtory clear d. 
I hy foreign hand diſcharg d th* Hiſtorian's truſt, | 
Unſway'd by party, and to freedom juſt. 
To letter'd fame we own thy fair pretence, '' 
* tient labour, and from candid eb. 
fl public favour, ever hard to fix, 

— from thy page, as heavy and prolix. 
For ſoon, . from the fophiſt 's ſchool, 5 | 
With ſpirit eager, yet with judgement Fe 3 
With ſubtle {kill to ſteal upon applauſe, - 22 
And give falſe vigour to the weaker cauſe 3 0 
To paint a ſpecious ſcene with niceſt art. 

Retouch the whole, and varniſh 1 part; 
ee, in ſtyle, in argument acutes  - 
Maſter of every trick in keen diſpute | 
With theſe ſtrong powers to. form a WIE wk, 
And hide deecit in moderation's veil, 

Sigh, on the pinnacle of faſhion place d, lt $i 
45 ſhone the my aa taſte, K 
Already, piercd by om's ſearching rays, 
Th — waxen fabric of his fame Se . 
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Each type of eloquence to flouriſh there 
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Think not, keen Spirit! that theſe hands preſume 
To tear each leaf of laurel from thy tomb |! 
Theſe hands! which, if a heart of human frame 
Could ſtoop to harbour that ungenerous aim, 
Would ſhield thy grave, and give, with guardian care, 


But public love commands the painful taſk, 
From the pretended fage to trip the maſk, 
When his falſe tongue, averſe to freedom's cauſe, 
Profanes the ſpirit of her antient laws. 
As Afia's ſoothing opiate drugs, by ſtealth, 
Shake every ſlacken'd nerve, and ſap the-health ; 
hy writings thus, with noxious charms refin'd, 
- Seeming to ſoothe its ills, unnerve the mind. 
While the keen cunning of thy hand pretends 
To ſtrike alone at s abject ends _ 
Our hearts more free from faction's weeds we feel, 
But they have loſt the flower of patriot zeal. 
rr bie | 
Thy hiſt'ry rambles into e rage: 
Whoſe giddy and fantaſtic dreams abuſe 
 AHamPDEx's virtue, anda SHAKESPEARE's Muſc.” 
In the laſt edition of bis Hiſtory, which he pre- 
pared for the prefs during his life-time, Hume 52 
that, in conſequence of the influence of the Whigs, 
«« Compoſitions the moſt deſpicable, both for ſtylc 
« and matter, have been extolled, and propagated, 
« and read, as if they had equalled the moſt cele- 
« brated remains of antiquity.” Theſe deſpicabl. 
compoſitions, he has the arrogance and inconfiſtency 
10 inform his readers, in a note (Hift. vol. VIII. 
p., 323, edit. 1778), are thoſe of Rapin Thera, 
Locke, Sydncy,, Hoadly, &c. tho“ in his Political Diſ- 
courſes, (edit. Edinb. 1752), be ſtyles Rapin the 
meſt judicious of hiſtorians.” Tbere are many al- 
terations and variations in the different editions of 
his works. i s er se * 1 | 
. 0 f 44 In 
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In 1783 were publiſhed, in 12mo. written by 
Mr. Hume, * Eflays on Suicide, and the Immor- 
'«« tality of the Soul,” They had been printed many 
years before, in author's life time, but were 
then ſuppreſſed by the bookſeller, who was threat- 
ened with a proſecution. Mr. Hume did not, how- 
ever, approve of this caution of his bookſeller,” and 
appeared very defirous that the pieces ſhould be 

ubliſhed. But Hume muſt have had ſtrange 
ideas if he really ſuppoſed, that he was rendering any 
ſervice to mankind, by vindicating ſuicide, and oppo- 
fing the doctrine of a future ſtate. The Monthly 
Reviewers, after giving an account of theſe pieces, 
and ſtating ſome. of his arguments, ſay, Were a 
drunken hbertine to throw out ſuch nauſcous ſtuff 
in the preſence of his bacchanalian companions, 
there might be ſome excuſe for him; but were any 
man to advance ſuch doctrines in the company of 
ſober citizens, men of plain ſenſe and decent man- 
ners, no perſon, we apprehend, would think him 
entitled to a (ſerious reply but would hear him 
with filent contempf t. 
.“ Authorities, Life of David Hume, written by 

himſelf. Annual Regiſter, Vol. XIX. Monthly 

Review, Vol. XXXV. &c. Leland's View of the 
Deiſtical ren, Ke er eig 
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WILLIAM SHENSTONE. 


* 


4. D. 17144 20 1763.) 


; ILLIAM SHENSTONE was born 
* on the 18th of November, 1714, at the 
Leaſowes, in the pariſh of Hales-Owen, which is 
ſurrounded by Warwickſhire and Worceſterſhire, 
but was, in the diviſion of the kingdom, for ſome 
reaſon not now difcaverable; appended to Shrop- 
ſhire, though nearly ten miles diſtant from any 
other part of the country. He was the ſon of 
Thomas ' Shenſtone; 4 plain uneducated country 
gentleman, who had a ſmall eſtate, which he farmed 
himſelf. - His mother was of thefamily of the Penns 
of Harborough, a reſpectable family in that neigh- 
bourhood ; and, by the death of her brother, Mrs. 
Shenſtone became co-heirſs of his eſtate, the moiety 
of which afterwards made our poet's fortune amount 
to about 3ool a year. 

He learned to read of an old dame, whoſe name 
he has recorded in one of his letters, and whom the 
poem of the School Miſtreſs has delivered to 
poſterity ; and he ſoon received ſuch delight from 
books, that he was always calling for new enter- 
tainment, and expected that, when any of the family 
n | [ Went 


— 
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went to market, a new book Gould be bought 
him,-which, if they returned home later than his 
uſual hour of reſt, was in fondneſs carried to bed 
and laid by him. It is alſo ſaid, that, when his re- 
queſt had been neglected, his mother, in order to 
pacify him for the night, was obliged to give him a 
piece of wood wrapped-up in paper, in the form of 
a book, Which he * hug to his pillow till the 
morning diſcovered the-deception. | | 
As he grew older, he went for a while to the 
mar-{chool in Hales-owen, and was placed 
afterwards with Mr. Crumpton, an eminent ſchool- 
maſter at Solihull in Warwickſhire, where he diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf by the quickneſs of his progreſs 
in the Latin and Greek claſſicks. From this ſchool 
he was ſent, in the year 1732, to Pembroke Col- 
lege in Oxford, in which ſociety he continued his 
name ten years, though he took no degree. After 
the firſt four years, he put on the Civilian's gown, 
but with what deſign does not appear, as he ſhewed 
no intention of engaging in any profeſſion. When 
he was young, he was deprived of his father, and 
ſoon aft ter of his grandfather, and was with his 
brother left to the care of his grandmother, Who 
managed the eftate till her death, which happened 
about the time of his going to- Oxford, when the 
care of his affairs deyolved to his uncle, the Reve- 
rend Mr. Dolman, of Brome in Staffordſhire; whoſe 
* he _—_—_ mentioned with gratitude. 
Johnſon ſays, that ** at Oxford Shenſtone 
— eva ry te pon Engliſh poetry; but 
Mr, Graves fays, ar «at Oxford, Mr. Shenſtone 
only. - amuſed himſelf occaſionally with Engliſh 
poetry ; and employed himſelf in the ſtudy of the 
mathematics, logic, natural and moral philoſophy, 
and the other ſciences uſually. taught in the Uni- 
verſity, He made a conſiderable progreſs in them, 
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and ſeemed fond of them; of which the frequent 
alluſions to thoſe fciences in his unge are a ſuf- 
ficient proof.“ 

In 1737. he publiſhed, at Oxford, a ſmall cole 
lection of his poenis, without his name, in 12mo. 
When he left the Univerſity, he lived for ſome 
time at Harborough, in the pariſh of Hagley, where 
he had a houſe, Which came to him by the unex- 
pected death of his maternal uncle. This houſe, 
Which was probably of the age of queen Elizabeth, 
or earlier, was ſituated, Mr. Graves ſays, by the 
ide ofa large pond, ſhaded by venerable oaks and 
elms, and rendered more folemn by a colony of 
rocks, who ſeemed to have been coeval with the 
n family who gave them protection. 

In 1740, Mr. Shenſtone publiſhed his “ Judg- 
* ment of Hercules,“ addreſſed | to Mr. Lyttleton, 
afterwards lord Lyttleton, whoſe intereſt he ſup- 
ported with great warmth at an election. About 
this time, and for ſeveral years after, he made 
-occafional excurfions to London, Bath, and other 
Places of public reſort. In 1742, he publiſhed his 
»« School-Miſtreſs,” which is one of the moſt popu- 
lar of his performances. It was in 1745. that Mr. 
Shenſtone had the misfortune to loſe his uncle, 
Mr. Dolman, to whoſe kind management of his 
affairs he had hitherto been principally indebted for 
His caſe and leifure : and the care of his fortune now 
falling upon himſelf, he became more feſident at 
the Leaſowes, where at firſt he boarded with his 
tenants, who were diſtantly related to him; but 
#nding this mode of living inconvenient, he took 
the whole eſtate into his own hands, more to the 
Improvement of its beauty, than the increaſe of 
Us produce. , 

The manner of laving out Sond 3 in the natural 
ale was quite in its aner when Mr. Shenfſtote 
f began 
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began to diſplay bis ambition. of raral elegance, and 
very little of what was executed at firſt now remains 
unaltered ; but by degrees. he brought the Lealowes 
to ſuch 8 that, long before he died, his 
little domain had not only attracted. the notice and 
,procured him the acquaintance of perſons the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for rank or genius, but was become 
the envy of the great, and the admiration. of the 
ſkilful ; a place to be viſited by travellers, and copied 
by defigners. * 95 
Mr. Shenſtone firſt embelliſhed his farm, with 
an eye to the ſatis faction he ſhould receive from it's 
beauty; but it was not long before he grew depend- 
ent upon the friends it brought him for the prin- 
cipal enjoyment it afforded; he was (as he him- 
ſelf obſerves) © pleaſed to find them pleaſed, and 
« enjoyed it's beauties by reflection.“ He had in- 
deed a conſtant ſucceſſion of viſi-ants, every ſum · 


mer; and as his Ferme Orne thus brought the ” 


world home to him, when he had too much indo- 
lence to go forth in queſt of it, he looked upon his 
ſcheme of improving and ornamenting the Leaſowes 
as the luckieſt he had ever purſued ; more eſpecially 
as it procured him interviews with perſons whom 
it might otherwiſe have been his wiſh” rather than 
his good fortune to fee. But this pleaſure was of 
ſhort duration. It ceaſed with the ſummer; and, 
at the approach of winter, he had a regular return 
of nervous and hypochondriacal complaints, which 
brought him inte ſuch a ſtate of heavineſs and laſſi- 
tude as rendered him averſe to all activity both of 
body and mind. Theſe complaints, if not in a 
great meaſure produced, were certainly aggravated 
by deſponding reflections on the narrownels' of his 
c rcumſtances, and the embarraſſed ſtate of his at- 
f. irs. For being naturall ad inattentive to the rules 
ct ceconomy, and _ taſte for rural i improvements 


lead - 
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leading him continually into freſh expences, his for- 

tune {which never exceeded three hundred pounds 

a year) was gradually impaired ; and, to add to his 

afflictions, he was unhappily involved in a lawſuit 

With a near relation, which, though it was at 

length accommodated by the generous. interpoſi- 

tion of one of his noble friends, robbed him of his 
peace for fix of the beſt years of his life. 

Mr. Shenſtone continued from time to ge to 
ubliſh various poetical pieces, particu % Rural 
legance,” an Dae »ddreſſed bo — of 

Somerſet, a Paſtoral Ballad, in four parts, which 

has great merit; and alſo the following 

- ODE *7 0 MEMORY. 

: : | L : ' 

O Memory! celeſtial mad. 

Who plean'ff the flow'rets cropt by time; 
And, ſuffering not a leaf to fade, | 

Preſerv'ſt the bloſſoms of our prime; 

Bring, bring thoſe moments to my mind, 
When life was new, on Leſbia kind. 
And bring that garland to my fight, 
| With which my favour'd crook ſhe bound; 
And bring that wreath of roſes bright, | 
Which then wy feſtive temples crown'd. 


And to my raptur'd ear convey 
The gentle things N 2 to ſay. 


And ſketch with care the Muſc's bow'r, 
Where Iſis rolls ber ſilver tide; 
Nor yet omit one reed, or flow'r, . 
That ſhines on Cherwell's verdant fide ; 
If ſo thou may'ſt thoſe hours prolong, 
When poliſh'd Lycon join'd my ſong. 16 
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The ſong ĩt 'yails not to recite— 

But ſure, to ſooth our youthful dreams, 

Thoſe banks and ſtreams appear'd more bright 
Than other banks, than other ſtreams: - 

Or, by thy ſoftening pencil new u, 

Aſſume oy beauties not their o＋õ nm??? 


And paint that ſweetly vacant franc, 

Pigs all beneath the poplar bough, 

* ſpirits light, my ſoul ſerene, | 

breath'd in verſe one cordial row; _ = 
That nothing ſhould my ſoul inſpite, 
But friendſhip warm,; 117 love entire. 
Dull to the ſenſe of on eelighie; - 

On thee the droop in Muſe attends : 
As ſome fond lover, fe b'd of fight, 

On thy expreſſive pow'r depends; 

Nor would exchange thy glowing lines, 
To live the lord of = thatdhines. 

Ao 4 
But let me chaſe thoſe vows away | 

Which at Ambition's ſhrine 1 made ; 
Nor ever let thy {kill diſplay | 

Thoſe anxious moments, ill repaid : 

Oh1 from my breaſt that ſeaſon raſe, : 
And bring my rome te m its * Og — 
Bring me the bells, the rattle bring, 

And bring the hobby T beſtrode; vw. 
When pleas d, in many a ſportive ring, f 
Around the room I joviat rode: 

Ev'n let me bid my lyre adieu, 
And bring the _ that 1 blew. 
X. p 
Then will J muſe, and penſive ſay, 
| Why did not theſe enjoyments laſt? ' 
Ls How 


a 
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How ſweetly waſted I the day, 
While innocence allow d to waſte? 

Amdition's toils alike are van, 

But ah] for pleaſure 7. us pain.“ 


Our nathos alſo wrote toenty- ix elegiet, pine of 
which have great excellence. Many of his picccs 
were firſt publiſhed in Dodſſey's collection of Poems. 
Among his ſmaller pieces, are the following lives, 
written at an inn at Henley. 


«TO thee, fair Freedom | 15 retire, 
From flattery, cards, and dice, and din; 
Nor art thou found in manſions bigher x 
Than the low cot, or bumble inn. 
'Tis here with. boundleſs power I-reign ; 
And every health, which I begin, 
| Converts dull port to bright champaign ; 
Such Freedom crowns it at an inn. 
1 fiy from pomp, I fly from plate, 1 
fly from Falſhood's ſpecious grin ; 
Freedom I love, and form I hate, 
And chuſe my. lodgings at an inn. 
Here, waiter ! take my lordid ore, 
Which lacqueys elſe might hope to win; 
It buys what courts have not in ſtore, 
It buys me freedom at an inn. 
And now once more I ſhape my way | 
Thro' rain or ſhine, thro' thick or thin, ' 
Secure to meet, at cloſe of day, 
With kind reception—at au ian. 
Whoe er has travell'd life's dull round, 
Where 'er his various tour has been, 
 Mav figh to think how oſt he found UML 
His warmeſt „ an inn.” i 


* 


One of Mr. Shenſtone's principal awuſements 


was an epiftolary r with feveral of his 
| friends, 
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friends, particularly Mr. Graves, Mr. lago, Mr. 
Whiſtler, and lady Luxborough, ſiſter to Joxd - 
Bolingbroke. A volume of this lady's letters to 
Mr. Shenſtone were publiſhed, in 8vO. in 1775+; It 
is ſaid, that, at the latter end of his life, he was 
upon the yu of being made caſv,. ſo lar as an in- 
creaſe of fortune could effect it, by the good offices 
of ſome who were concerting meaſu .es for procur- 
ing him a penſion; and it is obſerved, that ſuch 
bounty could not have been eyer more properly 
beſtowed : but whilſt theſe kind friends were in- 
dulging themſelves in the pleaſing thought of having 
provided for his future eaſe, | and, tranquil. enjoy- 
ments of life, their generous intentions were fruſ- 
trated by his death, Which was p1obably, baſtened 
by his anxieties, He died at the Leaſowes, of a 
putrid fever, on the 11th of February, - 1703. and 
was buried by the ſide of his brother in the Church- 
yard of Hales-Owen, under a plain lat None, ue 
icribed with. his name. 

The character of Shenſtone was very amiable. 
Dr. Johnſon, though he has not done juſlice to his 
talents or his writings, ſays of him, that © his liſe 
was unſtained by any crime.” The elegy on Jeſſy, 
which bas been ſuppoſed to relate an unfortunate 
and criminal amour of his own, was known by his 
friends to have been ſuggeſted by the fiory of Miſs 
Godfrey in Richardton's Pamela.“ Mr. Dodfley 
fays of Shenſtone, that Tenderneſs, in every 
ſenſe of the word, was his peculiar characteriſtic; 
his friends, his domeſtics, his poor neighbours, all 
daily experienced his benevolent turn of mind. Iu- 
deed, this virtue in him was often carried to ſuch 
excels, that it ſometimes bordered upon weakneſs: 
vet if he was convinced that any of thole; ranked 
amongſt the number of his friends, had treated hin 
. he was not eaſily reconciled. He 
56 . uſed 
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uſed à maxim, however, on ſuch -occafions, which 
is worthy of being obſerved and imitated : ** I never 
(faid he) will be a revengeful enemy; but I cannot, 
it is not in my nature, to be half a friend.“ —He yas 
in his temper quite unſuſpicious; but if ſuſpicion 
was once awakened in him, it was not laid aſleep 
again without difficulty. & | 
He was no ceconomiſt ; the generoſity of his 
temper prevented him from paying a proper regard to 
The uſe of money : he exceeded therefore the bounds 
of his paternal fortune, which before he died was 
confiderably encumbered, But when one recollects 
the perfect Paradiſe he had raiſed around him, the 
Hoſpitality with which he lived, his great indulgence 
t his ſervants, his charities to the indigent, and 
all done with an eſtate not more than three hundred 
pounds ut op one ſhould rather be led to wonder 
that he any thing behind him, than' to blame 
dis want of œconomy. He left however more than 
ſufficient to pay all his debts, and by his Will ap- 
-propriated his whole eſtate for that purpoſe. _ 
elt was perhaps from ſome conſiderations on the 
narrownefs of his fortune, that he forchore to 
Marry; for he acknowledged it was his own fault 
that he did not accept the hand of the lady whom 
de fo tenderly loved, and whoſe charms he had fo 
affectingly ſung in his celebrated“ Paſtoral Ballad.” 
In his perſon, Mr. Shenſtone, as to height, 
was above the middle ſtature, but largely and rather 
inelegantly formed; his face ſeemed plain till you 
- converſed with him, and then it grew very pleaſing. 
In his dreſs he was negligent, even to a fault; 
though when young, at the Univerſity, he was ac- 
counted a beau. He wore his own hair, which 
was + xn a very early, in a particular manner; 
not from any affectation of ſingularity, but from a 
maxim he had laid down, that without too flavith a 
a | regard 
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to faſhion, every one ſhould dreſs in a man- 


ner moſt ſuitable to his own perſory and figure,” 
The whole of Mr. Shenſtone's Works have been 
printed in three volumes, 8vo. The laſt. volume 
conſiſts entirely of letters to his friends. 


*.* Authorities. Johnſon's Lives of the Poets. 
Graves's Recollections of ſome Particulars in the 
Life of William Shenſtone, Eſq. Britiſh Biography, 
8vo, vol. X. | | 
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THOMAS NEWTON, 


BISHOP or BRISTOL. 
[A.D. 1704, to 1781. 


HIS learned prelate was born- at Lichfield 
| on the iſt of January, 1704. He was fon to 
John Newton, a confiderable brandy and cyder 

merchant in that city. He received the. firſt part 
of his education 'in the free-ſchool of Lichfield, 
whence he was removed to Weſtminſter-ſchool in 
1717. During the time he was at Weſtminſter, 
there were, he obſerves, - more young men who 
made a diſtinguithed figure afterwards in the world, 
than perhaps at any other period, either before or 
ſince, He particularly mentions William Murray, 
the preſent earl of Mansfield, with whom he lived 


on terms of the higheſt friendſhip to the laſt. | 5 
I e 
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= He continued fix years at Weſtminſter ſchool, 
five of which he patſed in college. He went to 
Cambridge, and entered at Trinity College, Here 
he conſtantly refided eight months, at leaſt, in 
every year, till he had taken his Bachelor of Arts' 
. Soon after he was choſen Fellow of Tri- 
_— College, he came'to ſettle in London. As it 
Dad been his inclination from a child, and he was 
alſo deſigned for Holy Orders, he had ſufficieat time 
to prepare himſelf, and compoſed ſome fermons, 
that he might have a ſtock in hand when he en- 
tered on the miniſtry. His title for Orders was his 
Fellowſhip : and he was ordained deacon in Decem- 
ber 1529, and prieſt in the February following, by 
biſhop. Gibſon. 

At his firſt ſetting- out in the world, he officiated 
as curate at St. George's, Hanover - ſquare ; and con- 
tinued for ſeveral years afhiftant-preacher to Dr. Tre- 
beck. His firſt preferment was that of reader and 
afternoon-preacher at Groſvenor chapel, in South 
Audley Street. I his introduced him to the family of 
lord I yrconnel, to whoſe fon he became tutor. He 
continued in this ſituation for many years, very 

much at his eaſe, and on terms of great intimacy 
and friendſhip with lord and lady Tyrconnel, with- 
out fo much (ſays he) as an unkind word or a cool 
look ever intervening. | 1 

ln the ſpring of 1744, he was, through the 
intereſt of the earl of Bath (who was his great friend 
and patron, and whoſe friendſhip and patronage 
were returned by grateful acknowledgments and the 
warmeſt encomiums), preſented to the rectory of 
St. Mary le Bow; ſo that he was forty years old 
beſoie he obtained any living. 

At the commencement in 1745, he took his 
doctor 's degree. | =j 
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In the ſpring of 1947 he was choſen lecturer of 
St. George's, Hanover ſquare, by a moſt reſpectable 
veſtry of noblemen and gentry of high diſtinctiou. 
la Auguſt following he married his firſt wife, 
the eldeſt daughter of Dr. Trebeck, an unaffeRted, - 
modeſt, decent, young woman, wich whom he 
- "lived very happily, in mutual love and harmony, 
neat ſeven years. | 5 
In 1749, Dr. Newton publiſhed his ſplendid edt- 
tion of Milton's © Paradne Loſt,” with notes, in | 
to. and afterwards © Paradiſe Regained,” ani the 
other poems of Milton; and by the different edi- 
tions which he publiſhed of Milton's poetical works, 
he gained, as he ſays himſelf, ** more than Milton | 
did by all his works put together.” R 
In 1154, he loſt his father, at the age of 83, | 
and within a few days his wife, at the age of 39. | 
This was the ſevereſt trial he ever underwent, and | 
almoſt overwhelmed him. At that ume he was en · 

” gaged in writing his Differtations on the Pro- | 
phecies; and happy it was for him: 'for in any 
affliQion he never found a better or more \effe&nalt - | 
remedy, than plunging deep into ſtudy, and fixing | 
his thoughts as intenſely as he poſhbly could upon 

other ſubjects. I he firſt volume was publiſhed the 
following winter; but the other did not appear till | 
three years afterwards, as, for the encouragement | 
of his work, he was appointed, in the mean time, | 

to preach the Boyle's lecture. The biſhop informs 
us, that r250 copies of the Diſſertations were taken | 
at the firſt impreſſion, and a thouſand at every | 
other edition: and though (ſays he) ſome things | 
have been publiſhed ſince upon the fame ſubjects, | 
yer they ſtill hold up their head above water, and, | 
having gone through five editions, are ready pre- | 
pared for another. Abroad, too, their reception 
hath not been unfavourable, if accounts from 
en thence | 


+ thence may be depended upon.“ They were tranſ- 
- lated into the German and Daniſh languages; and 
received the warmeſt. encomiums from perſons , of 
learning and rank. l ers ues A l 
In 1757, he was made prebendary of Weſtmin- 
ſer; and the ſame year he was appointed ſub- 
almoner to his majeſty... In September, 1761, he 
married a ſecond wife. He was then in immediate 
_expeRation of a biſhoprick, and conceived that a 
wife would be very neceſſary in that ſituation. Of 
- his reaſons for taking a ſecond wife he has bimſelf 
given the following account: He found his time 
and attention much divided even by the cares of his 
little family. The ſtudy of ſacred and claſſic authors 
ill agreed wth accounts of butchers” and bakers bills; 
and by daily experience he was convinced more 
and more, that it was not good for man to live 
alone, without an help-meet for him. And eſpe- 
cially when he had ſome proſpect of a biſhoprick, 
freſh difficulties and troubles opened to his view. 
There would be two houſes at leaſt to be furniſhed, 
there would be a greater number of ſervants to be 
taken, there would be a better table and public days 
to be kept; and he plainly foreſaw, that he muft 
either fall a prey to ſervants, or muſt look out for 
ſome clever ſenfible woman to be his wife, who 
had ſome knowledge and experience of the world ; 
who. was capable of ſuperintending and directing 
his affairs; who was a prudent manager and; oeco- 
nomiſt, and could lay out his money. to the beſt 
advantage; who though ſhe brought no fortune, 
yet might ſave one, and be a fortune in herſelf; 
who could ſupply his table handſomely, yet not ex- 
penſively, and do the honours of it in a becoming 
manner; who had no more taſte and love of plea- 


ſure than a reaſonable woman ſhould have; who 


would be happier in ſtaying with her huſband at 


home 
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home than in - perpetually gadding abroad; who 
would be careful and tender of his health, and in 
ſhort be à friend and companion of all hours.” 
From theſe confiderations the biſhop was in- 
duced to take his ſecond wife, who was the widow 
of the Rev. Mr, Hand, and daughter of John Lord 
viſcount Liſburne; and the fame. month he was 
nominated to the biſhoprick of Briſtol. It appears 
that at this time, as well as afterwards, Dr. New 
ton was much in favour with the earl of Bute and 
the princeſs dowager of Wales. In the year 17644 
he was offered the primacy of Ireland, which he 
declined ; but, in 1768, he accepted the deanery of 
St. Paul's, which, in connexion with hi. biſhop- 
rick, he declared to be all the preferment that he 
deſired. He was often troubled with ill health; 
but he lived to be upwards of ſeventy-eight years of 
age, and died on the 14th bf February, 1782. A 
monument was erected to his memory, by his wi- 
dow, in Bow-church, Cheapſide, of which he was 
twenty-five years rector. | 
In 1782, the Works of Dr. Newton, Biſhop of 
Briſtol, and ſome account of his life, and anecdotes 
of his friends, were publiſhed in three volumes, 
4to. and afterwards reprinted in fix volumes, 8vo. 
The anecdotes of his friends and acquaintance, and 
of his own times, are not unentertaining ; but 
there is in them much partiality, and much miſe 
repreſentation. He had ſtrong prejudices, and was 
apt to judge very unfavourably of thoſe whoſe ſen- 
timents in religion or politics were different from 
his own. The character given by him of the 
members of both houſes of parliament, in oppoſi- 
tion to the court, about the year 1780, is. grofly 
unjuſt; and his account of the riots in London at 
that period is written under the influence of great 
prejudice, and ſome of the facts are much miſre- 
preſented. 
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preſented. ' The biſhop has alſo made ſome abſurd 
obſervations on the conteſt between- Great Britain 
and the American colonies. | Indeed, whatever 
merit biſhop Newton might have as a divine, he 
appears to have had no merit whatever as a poli- 
tician. His obſervations on this ſubject are ſcarcely 
ever deſerving of the leaſt attention. He appearcd 
to have no juſt ideas either of civil or religious li- 
berty. In his Letter to the New Parliament, 
with Hints of ſome Regulations which the Nation 
hopes and expects from them,” publiſhed in his 
works, are ſome ſentiments ſo deſpotic, ſo injurious 
to the common people, and ſo unworthy of an 
Engliſh biſhop, as to be better adapted to the 
government of Turkey chan to that of Great 
Britain. In the characters of literary men of 
Bis own time, he is alſo not always perfectly 
impartial. In the parallel which be has drawn be- 
tween biſhop Warburton and Dr. Jortin, he is par- 
tial to Warburton, and does not do juſtice to 
Jortin. 3 
Biſhop Newton's Diſſertations on the Prophecies 
are à very valuable work, and are comprehended in 
three volumes, 8vo, ſeparate from his other works. 
His other works conſiſt of diſſertations on various 
theological ſubjects. occaſional ſermons, and epiſ- 
copal charges. Of theſe diſſertations, &c. the fol- 
lowing is a brief account of the titles. 
Disse TATIO Rs. On Moſes and his Writings 
Hi ory of the Creation and the Fall Antediluvian 
World Deluge, and the ſubſequent Hiſtory of 
Noah Confuſion of Languages, Diſperfion of 
Mankind, and Origin of Nations — Abraham 
Offering up Iſaac—State of Religion in Abraham's 
time dubſequent Patriarchs— David and Nathan 
Keligious Melancholy — God's Omnipreſence — 
Goodneſs of -God—Religion- our Pleaſure—and 
| , Comfort 
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Comfort—Government of our Thoughts —and of 
our Tongues— Men the Authors of their own 
Miſery or Happineſs—Chearful and Wounded Spi- 
Tit — F lattery = Reproof — Agur's Wiſh — Public 
Worſt.ip—Dreams—A buſe of Names and Words 
Modeſty and Shame — Learned Pride—Philoſophy 
of the Scriptures — Expediency of the Chriſt 
Revelation Written Word — john the Baptiſt— 
Our Lord's Inzarnation— Nativity Time of it 
Names of ſeſus and Chriſt— His Private Life 
His '"Temptation——Fafting, &c.— The Lord's 
Prayer—Daily Service of the Church—Chriſt's Mi- 
Tacles— he Demoniacs — Blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt—Parable of the Tares—Herefes and 
Schiſms - The two great Commandments—Parable 
of the Talents Mark ix. 49. 50. — The Prodigal 
Luxury Woman of Samaria—Our Lord's Elo- 
quence - Chriſlianity, true Liberty Chriſtian Sa- 
craments—latidelity of the Jews—Sufferings of 
Chriſt His Reſurrection A ſcenſionUſe of Rea» 
ſon in Religion Myſteries Long Life of St. John 


— St. Paul's Eloquence— Before Felix —At Melita 


Confirmation Love of Novelty — Running in 
Debt—St. Paul's Deſcription of Charity —Self> 
Knowledge — Anger — Beauty of Virtue—Conver- 
iation—Appearance of Evil Prevalence of Popery— 
Angels ufidelity of the preſent Age - Recompence 
of Reward— Sin which eaſily beſets  us—Romiſh 
Clergy Lords over God's Heritage Ceſſation of 
Miracles—Difficulties of Scriptute Intermediate 
State — General Reſurrection — Judgment— Final 
State aud Condition of Men. 
OccAsiox AL SERMONS. Forms of Prayer at 
St. Mary le Bow, in 1745 —Phariſaiſm and Popery 
paralleled at ditto, on account of the Rebellion in 
1745 — Before the Houſe of Commons, on the (e- 
neral Faſt, December 18, 1745 At the conſecra · 
ial ton 
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Von of Dr. Warburton, January 20, 1760 [Mark 


Mi; 14. — Before the King, on the Day of his Ac- 
cefſion, 2261 [1 Peter ii. 19. }—The Good Sama- 
Titan : at Briſtol, for the Benefit of the 8 
On Moderation: before the Lords, January 

1564 —Tbe Goſpel preached to the Poor On t 

ct Reception of the Goſpel: before the So- 

cicty for the Propagation of the Golpel, February 
* 1769 [Joh. x. 16.] 

-EprscorPAL Crances. On reading the Scrip- 
tares—Incicaſe of Popery—Licentiou neſs” of the 
Times—Late attempts againſt the CI DR 
fave from Schiſm. 

In his Diſſertations on the Philoſophy of Serip- 
ture, Biſhop Newton enumerates and anſwers the 
common objection which Infidelity lath alleged 
to validate its credit. At the concluſion, by way 
of ſtrengthening the cauſe of religion, by 2 
examples drawn from the fields of philoſoph 
gives tit following account of four of the mo Ker 
nent that Britain hath to boaſt of, viz. Lord Bacon, 
Boyle, Locke, and Sir Iſaac Newton. 
4 The firſt was, perhaps, the moſt univerfal 
ws that ever appeared in this country, or in any 
other; He made the laws of his country his par- 
ucularftudy; and was promoted, by his fuperior 
merit in his profeſſion, to the higheſt employment 
in the ſtate: but his active, comprehenſive ſoul 
was not confined or limited there. He ranged 
through all arts and fciences, ſhowed wherein they 
were deſective, chalked out the method how they 
might be improved; and the advancement of learn- 
ing, that hath been made fince his days, hath been 
chiefly owing to a purſuance of his ſchemes, by 
treading in his footſtepts, and tracing and deducing 


che rivers, whereof he diſcovered the ſprings and 


ſources. His writings (the principal of them being 
5 writien 
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written in the learned language) have done infinite 
honour to the nation; and in all of them, even thoſe 
of them which are not profeſſedly w written upon divine 
ſubjects, there 18 yet a great ſpirit of pietyand religion; 
and we plainly ſee his reverence ofthe Scriptures, by his 
frequent alluſions to them, and citations from them. 
His noted axiom was, ** That a little philoſophy 
inclineth man's mind to Atheiſm; but depth in 
philoſophy bringeth men's minds about to reli- 
gion z?* and he placeth theology at the head of all 
learning. as the higheſt perfection and attainment 
of human nature. 
„The ſecond was of a noble ; und ap- 
plied himſelf chiefly to experimental philofophy : 
and what was the conſequence of his ſearches into 
nature, but having a more profound reverence for 
the God of Nature? It is related of him, that he 
never mentioned the name of God, without a ſo- 
lemn pauſe in his diſcourſe ; ſo far was he from 
treating it lightly or irreverently; ſo full was his 
mind of pious love and veneration. Amidſt his 
numerous philoſophical writings, he found time 
alſo. to write upon religious ſubjects. He wrote a 
treatiſe particularly on the excellency of theology, 
compared with natural philoſophy, and another of 
the ſtyle of the Scriptures, with admiration and 
rapture, ke was at the expence of large impreſſions 
of the Bible, and tranſlations into ſeveral languages, 
for the uſe of the poor, both at home and abroad, 
Having employed his whole life in doing good, he 
extended his benevolence and charities to - mankind 
after his death, and founded an annual lecture, with 
a handſome ſalary, for the proof of natural and re- 
vealed religion, againſt Atheiſts, Dolls,” and all 
other Infidels whom ſoever. | 
The third was a moſt excellent ü eln 
and ipquired: particularly into the powers and _ 
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of the human underſtanding; an author, happy in 
- a wonderfully-clear vein of thinking and reaſoning ; 
drew. his materials not ſo much from books as from 
his oon thoughts and reflectiens, and knew how to 
dreſs thoſe thoughts in eaſy and agreeable language; 
a-friend to liberty, both civil and religious, but an 
advocate for revelation; wrote largely of the reaſon- 
ableneſs of Chriſtianity; made a moſt excellent pa- 
raphraſe and annotations on the principal of. St. 
Paul's Epiſtles, wherein be hath done more towards 
clearing and explaining their ſenſe and meaning than 
any commentator, I had almoſt ſaid than all the com- 
mentators before him; and, doubtleſs, would have 
obliged us with more ſuch: writings if he had lived 
longer, having dedicated the remainder of his days 
wholly and ſolely to theſe ſtudies. 
The fourth was a prodigy indeed of mathema- 
tical knowledge! There was none like him before 
him; and it may be queſtioned, whether after him 
there will any © ariſe like unto him.” It is ſaid 
by Dr. Keil, that if all philoſophy and mathematics 
were conſidered as conſiſting of ten parts, nine of 
them are entirely of his «diſcovery and invention. 
And his modeſty, humility, and other virtues, were 
as great and conſpicuous as his learning and know- 
ledge. He ſpoke always of the Supreme Being in 
a manner becoming à philoſopher ;/ attempted to 
ſettle the chronology of ancient kingdoms | confor- 
mable to Scripture ; and wrote obſervations on 
ſome” of the moſt difficult parts of Holy Writ, the 
Prophecies of Daniel, and St. John's Revelation; 
making chus the word of God the port and haven 
of all his labours, and doing as every wiſe man 
ſhould, beginning with philoſophy, and ending 
in religion.” | | 
It is obſervable that biſhop Newton, though a 
. great flicker for what he thought orthodoxy, and 
15 extremely 
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extremely averſe to any liberal toleration of the 
Diſſenters, was himſelf a Diſſenter from the Efla- 
bliſhed Church reſpecting the doctrine of eternal 
puniſhments, which he did not believe, and ex- 
preſily wrote againſt in one of the pieces publiſhed - 
fince his death. 6” $80.4 0 A 


*.* Authorities. Life and Works of Biſhop New- 
ton, 6 vols, 8vo, Monthly Review. vol. LXVIII, &c. 
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(A. D. 1721, to 1770.) 


ARK AK ENSIDE was born at New- 
caſtle upon Tyne on the gth of November, 
1721. He was the ſecond ſon of Mark Akenſide, 

a ſubſtantial butcher in that town, at the free - 
ſchool of which he received the earlieſt part of his 
grammatical education. He was next put under 
the care of Mr. Wilſon, a diſſenting miniſter, who 
kept a private academy at Newcaſtle. . At about the 
age of eighteen he was ſent to the univerſity of 
Edinburgh, with a view of becoming a diſſenting 
miniſter, his parents, and relations in * 
ing 
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being Preſbyterians. But it was only for one win- 
ter that hie proſecuted his ſtudies upon this plan; 
after Which he applied Himſelf to phyfic. His ge- 
nius, and his taſte for poetry, were diſplayed while 
he was at the grammar-ſchool-at Newcaftle, and 
during his continuance at Mr. Wilſon's academy: 
and at Edinburgh he likewiſe diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by his poetical compoſitions. After ſtaying three 
years at Edinburgh, he removed to Leyden, where 
he continued two years; and there, in 1744, he 
took the degree of doctor of phyſic; having pre- 
viouſly, as Dr. Johnſon ſays, ** according to the 
cuſtom of the Dutch univerſities, publiſhed a the- 
fis, or diſſertation. The ſubje& which he choſe 
was, the Original and Growth of the Human Fwetus ; 
in which he is ſaid to have departed, with great 
judgment, from the opinion then eſtabliſhed, and 
to have delivered that which has fince been con- 
firmed and received.” On his leaving Holland, he 
wrote the following ode : 


5 
. «FAREWELL to Leyden's lonely bound, 
The Belgian Muſe's ſober ſeat; 
Where, dealing frugal gifts around 
To all the favourites at her feet, 
She trains the body's bulky frame 
For paſſive, perſevering toils; 
And leſt, from any prouder aim, | 
The daring mind ſhould ſcorn her homely ſpoils, 
She breathes maternal fogs to damp. its reſtleſs flame, 
: . i 
Farewell the grave, pacific air, 
Where never mountain zephyr blew : 
The marſhy levels lank and bare, 
Which Pan, which Ceres, never knew : 


The Naiads, with obſcene attire, 
; Urging 


* 
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Urging in vain their urns to flow; 

While round them chaunt the croaking choir, 
And happ'ly ſooth ſome lover's prudent woe, 

Or prompt ſome reſtive Bard, and modulate his lyte. 


1 > 
Farewell, ye nymphs, whom ſober care of gain 
Snatch'd in vour cradles from the God of Love: 
She render'd all his boaſted arrows vain; 
And all his gifts did he in ſpite remove. 
Ye too, the flow-ey'd fathers of the land, 
With whom dominion ſteals from hand to hand, 
Unown'd, undignify'd by public choice, 
1 go where liberty to all is known, | 
And tells a monarch on his throne, 


Tells him he reigns, he lives but by her voice. 


| II. 1. 
O my lov'd England, when with thee 
Shall I fit down, to part no more? 
Far from this pale, diſcolour'd ſea, 
That ſleeps upon the reedy ſhore, 
When ſhall 1 plough thy azure tide ? 
When on thy hills the flocks admire, 
Like mountain ſnows ; till down their fide 
I trace the village and the facred ſpire, .- iy 


While bowers and copſes greenthegoldenflopedivide? 


H. . 
Ye nymphs who guard the pathleſs grove, 
Ye bluc-ey'd ſiſters of the ſtreams, _— 
With whom I wont at morn to rove, 
With whom at noon I talk'd in dreams ; 
O! take me to your haunts again, 
The rocky ſpring, the greenwood glade; 
To guide my lonely footſteps deign, _ 
To prompt my ſlumbers in the murmuring ſhade, 


And ſooth my vacant ear with many an airy ſtrain. 


| Vol. VII. * | M A 1 II. Zo 
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And thou, my faithful harp, no longer mourn 
Thy drooping maſter's inauſpicious hand: 
Now brighter ſkies and freſher gales return, 
Now fairer maids thy melody demand. 
Daughters of Albion, liſten to my lyre ! 
O Phoebus ! guardian of the Aonian choir, 
Why ſounds not mine harmonious as thy own, 
When all the virgin deities above | 
With Venus and with Juno more 
In concert round the Olympian father's throne ? 


r. 
Thee too, protectreſs of my lays, 
Elate with whoſe majeſtic call 
Above degenerate Latium's praiſe, 
Above the 1laviſh boaſt of Gaul, 
I dare from impious thrones reclaim, 
And wanton ſloth's ignoble charms, 
The honors of a poet's name | 
To Somers? counſels, or to Hamden's arms, 
Thee, Freedom, I rejoin, and bleſs thy genuine flame. 


III. 2. 
Great citizen of Albion } Thee 
Heroic Valour ftill attends, - 
And uſeful Science pleas d to fee. - 
How Art her ſtudious toil extends. 
While Truth, diffuſing from on high . 
A luſtre unconfin'd as day, E 
Fills and commands. the public eye, 
Till, pierc'd and ſinking by her powerful ray, 
Tame ſaithand monkiſhawe, hike nightly demons, fly. 
- N | 
Hence the whole land 5 patriot's ardour ſhares: 
Hence drcad religion dwells with ſocial joy; 
And holy paſhons and unſullied cares, 
In youth, in age, domeſtic life employ. af. 
I | Tair 
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O fair Britannia, hail !!—With partial love 
The tribes of men their native ſeats approve, 
Unjuſt and hoſtile to each foreign fame : 
But when for generous minds and manly laws 
A nation holds her prime applauſe, | 
There public zeal ſhall all reproof diſclaim.” 


After his return to England, Dr. Akenfide pub- 
liſhed ©* The Pleaſures of Imagination, a Poem, in 
three books.” This is his principal performance ; 
and Mr. Cooper, in his Letters concerning Taſte, 
ſtyles it ** the moſt beautiful didatic poem that 
ever adorned the Engliſh language.” And Dr. 
Kippis, in the Biographia Britannica, after admit- 
ting that this poem has ſome defects, ſays, Never- 
theleſs, we cannot bur regard it as a noble and 
beautiful poem, exhibiting many bright diſplays of 
genius and fancy, and holding out ſublime views 
of nature, providence, and morality ” 

Dr. Akenſide publithed, ſhortly after, an Epiſtle 
to Curio, containing a warm invective, under that 
name, againſt William Pulteney, carl of Bath, on 
account of his political conduct. About this time 
he went to Northampton, in order to ſettle as a 
phyſician there; but Dr. Johnſbh ſays, that Dr. 
Stonehouſe then praQtiſed in that town ** with ſuch 
reputation and ſucceſs, that a ſtranger was not likely 
to gain ground upon him. Akenſide tried the con- 
teſt a while; and, having deafencd the place with 
clamours for liberty, removed to Hampſtead, where 
he reſided more than two years, and then fixed 
himſelf in London, the proper place for a man of 
accompliſhments like his.“ 5 


In 1747, Dr. Akenſide publiſhed an ode, ad- 
drefled to the earl of Huntingdon, from which we 
ſhall ſeleR the following ſtanzas: | ; -, 
| M 2 1. 


J. % | 
+2 . THE wiſe and great of every clime, 
Through all the ſpacious walks of time, 

- Where'er the Muſe her power diſplay'd, 
With joy have hftew'd and obey'd. , 

For, taught of Heaven, the ſacred Nine 

Perſuaſive numbers, forms Wn F 

To mortal fenſe impart ; 

Tbey beſt the foul with glory fire; 
They nobleſt counſels, boideſt deeds inſpire ; 
And high o'er Fortune*s rage inthrone the fixed hcait, 


Hats | TY 
Nor leſs prevailing is their charm 
The vengeſul boſom to difarm ; 
To melt the proud with buman woe, 
And prompt unwilling tears to flow. 
Can wealth a power like this afford? 
Can Cromwell's arts, or 3 ſword, | 
An equal empire claim? 
y No, Haſtings. Thou my words will own; 
Thy breaſt the gifts of every Muſe hath known; 
Nor ſhall the giver's love diſgrace thy noble name. 


S 
The Muſe” 8 "aka ner; a 
And the bleſt function of the Poet's tongue, 
Neer ſhalt thou bluſh to honour ; to aſſert 
From all that ſcorned vice or ſlaviſh fear hath ſung. 
Nor ſhall the blandiſhment of Tuſcan (firings, 
Warbling at will in Pleafure's myrtle bower ; 
Nor ſhall the ſervile notes to Celtic kings 
By flattering minſtrels paid in evil hour; 
Move thee to ſpurn the heavenly Muſe's reign. 
A different ſtrain, 
And other themes 


From her ae ſhades and hallow'd Reim; 
(Thou 
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(Thou well canſt witneſs) meet the purged ear: 
Such as when Greece to her immortal ſhell 
' Rejoicing liſten'd, godlike fonnds to hear; 

To hear the ſweet inſtruckreſs tel © 
(While men and heroes throng'd around) 
How life its nobleſt uſe may find, 


How well for freedom be reſign'd; 
And how, by glory, vittue thall be crown'd. 


1 

Such was the Chian father's ſtrain 

To many a kind domeſtic train, 

Whoſe pious hearth and genial bowl 

Had chear'd the reverend pilgrim's ſoul: 
When every hoſpitable rite, 

With equal bounty to requite, 

He ſtruck his magic ſtrings ; 
And pour'd ſpontaneous numbers forth, 

And ſeiz'd their ears with tales of ancient worth, 
And fill'd their muſing hearts with vaſt heroic things. 


II. 2. 
Now oft, where happy ſpirits dwell, 
Where yet he tunes his charming ſhell, 
Oft near him, with applauding hands, 
The genius of his country flands. 
To liſtening gods he'makes him known, 
That man divine, by whom were ſown 
The ſeeds of Grecian fame: 
Who firſt the race with freedom fir'd ; 
From whom Lycurgus Sparta's ſons inſpir'd ; 
Fromwhom Platzan palms and Cyprian trophies came. 
b* THE 
O nobleſt, happieſt age | 
When Ariſtides rul'd, and Cimon fought; 
When all the generous fruits of Homer's page 


Exulting Pindar ſaw to full perfection brought. 
M 3 O Pin- 
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O Pindar, oft ſhalt thou be hail'd of me: 
Not that Apollo fed thee from his ſhrine ; 
Not that thy lips drank ſweetneſs from the bee ; 
Nor yet that, ſtudious of thy notes divine, 
Pan danc'd their meaſure with the ſylvan throng : 
But that thy fong £ L 
Was proud to unfold 
What thy baſe rulers trembled to behold ; : 
Amid corrupted I hebes was proud to tell 
J he deeds of Athens and the Perſian ſhame : 
Hence on thy head their impious vengeance fell. 
But thou, O faithful to thy fame, 
The Muſe's law didft rightly know; 
That who would animate his lays, 
And other minds to virtue raiſe, 


” Muſt feel his own with all her ſpirit glow. 


III. 1. 
Are there, approv'd of later times, 
Whoſe verſe adorn'd a tyrant's crimes ? | 
W ho ſaw majeſtic Rome betray'd, 
And lent the imperial ruffian aid ? 
Alas! not one polluted Bard, 
No, not the ftrains that Mincius n 
Or Tiber's hills reply'd, 
- Dare to the Muſe's car aſpire; 
Save tliat, inſtructed by the Grecian lyre, 
With et 85 notes their ſhameful taſk they 
* Cc 


III. 2. 

Mark, how the dread Pantheon ſtands, 
Amid the domes of modern hands : 
Amid the toys of idle ſtate, 
How ſimply, how ſeverely great 
J hen turn, and, while each weſ ern clime 
Preſents her tuneful fons to Lime, 

So mark thou Milton's name; 


And 
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And add, Thus differs from the throng 
«© The ſpirit which inform'd thy awful fang, 
© Which bade thy. NG VOICE ONE wh country: $ 
e | AF] 
_ | af il 
Vet hence Serie Seid“ 14 
His memory with unholy rage purſues ; 
While from theſe arduous cares of public weal 
She bids each Bard begone, and reſt him with his Muſe. 
O fool! to think the man, whoſe ample mind 
Muſt graſp at all that yonder ftars ſurvey ; 
Muſt join the nobleſt forms of every kind, 
The world's moſt perfect 1 image to diſplay, 
Can e'er his country's majeſty behold, ö 
Unmo d or cold! | (095 
O fool! to deem | 
That he, whoſe thought muſt viſit every theme, 
Whole heart muſt every ſtrong emotion know. 
Inſpir'd by nature, or by fortune taught; | 
That he, if happ'ly ſome preſuraptuous foe, 
With falſe ignoble ſcience fraught, '- v it 1 4 
Shall ſpurn at Freedom's faithful band; 
That he their dear defence will thun, 
Or hide their glorics from the ſun, | 
Or deal their vengeance with a woman's hand! 


IV. k. 
I care not that in Arng's plain, 
Or on the ſportive banks of Seine, 
From public themes the Muſe's quire | 
Content with poliſh'd caſe retire. 
W here prieſts the ſtudious head command, 
Where tyrants bow the warlike hand 
To vile Ambition's aim, 
Say, what can public themes afford, 
| Save venal honors to an hateful lord, 
Reſery d forangry heaven, and ſcorn'd ofhoneſt fame? 
IV. 2. 


5 
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But here, where Freed6m's equal throne 
To all her valiant fons is known; 

Where all are conſcious of her cares, 
And each the power, that rules him, ſhares; 
Here let the Bard, whoſe daſtatd tongue 
Leaves public arguments unſung, - 
Bid public praite farewell: 
Let him to fitter climes remove, 
Far from the hero's and the patriot's love, 
And lull myſterious monks to ſlumber in their cell.“ 


0 


Dr. Akenſide publiſhed, at different times, vari- 
ous other odes, to the number of upwards of thirty. 
They are unequal in point of merit, but ſome of 
them poſſeſs great excellence. They have, how- 
ever, been treated with moſt ſhameful injuſtice by 
Dr. Johnſon; though he is ſomewhat more favour- 
able to his blank verſe. He fays, that in the 
general fabrication of his lines he is perhaps ſupe- 
rior to any other writer of blank verſe.” - 

In 17064, he publiſhed a © Freatiſe on the 
Dyſentery, which - Johnſon ſays, © was conſidered 
as a very conſpicuous ſpecimen of Latinity, which 
entitlet him to the ſame height of place among the 
fcholars, as he poſſeſſed before among the wits.” 
He alſo wrote ſeveral other ſmall medical pieces. 

Dr. Akenfide had at firſt but little practice as a 
phyfician ; and, therefore, that he might be enabled 
to make a proper appearance in the world, he was 
generouſly allowed three hundred prounds a year by 
his intimate friend Mr. Dyſon, who had been his 
fellow pupil. Whether Mr. Dyfon had any bond, 
or obligation from him on this account, is not ſaid; 
but it may be ſuppoſed that this was the cafe, be- 
cauſe at his deceaſe his effects, and particularly Ni 

2 | | ne 


DR. AK ENSI D E. 249 
books and prints, which laſt he was fond of collect- 


ing, tell into that gentleman's hands. | 
By degrees Dr. Akenſide's practice increaſed, and 
he was choſen; phyſician to St, Thomas's Hoſpital, 
He was alſo admitted, by mandamus, to the de- 
gree of doctor of pliyfic in the Univerſity of Came 
bridge, and was clected a fellow of the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyficians in London. Upon the ſettle- 
ment of the houſehold of the preſent queen, he was 
alſo appointed one of her phyſicians. But though 
Dr. Akenſide advanced gradually in medical repu- 
tation; yet Dr. Johnſon obſerves, that he ** never 
attained any great extent of practice, or eminence 
of popularity. A phyſician in a great city ſeems to 
be the mere plaything of fortune; his degree of re- 
putation is, for the molt part, totally caſual; they 
that employ him, know not his excellence; they 
that reject him, know not his deficience. By an 
acute obſerver, who had looked on the tranſactions 
of the medical world for half a century, a very cu-' 
22 book might be written on the Fortune Phy- 
ian OIEES n WH den 
Dr. Akenſide died, of a putrid fever, on the 23d of 
June,”1770, in the 49th year of his age, and was 
buriedin the pariſh church of St. James's, Weſtmin- 
ſter. Dr. Kippis fays, that Dr. Akenfide was 
very much devoted to the ſtudy of antient 
literature, and was a great admiter particularly 
of Plato, Cicero, and the beſt philoſophers of an- 
tiquity. His knowledge and taſte in this reſpect 
are conſpicuous in his poems, and in the notes and 
illuſtrations which he hath annexed to them.” — 
A moſt ardent ſpirit of liberty alſo breathes 
through Dr. Akenſide's works ;” and “ his high 
veneration for the Supreme Being, his noble ſeu- 
timents of the wiſdom and benevolence of the 
Divine Providence, and his zeal for the cauſe of 
virtue, are apparent in all his poems.“ 


In 
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In 7%, Mr. Dyſon publiſhed, in to. 4 heau - 
tiful and compleat edition of Dr. Akenſide's poems, 


wich his laſt and improvements; and 
they: have ſince deen re. printed in various forms. 


„eng the fingiler pieces of Aketifide; is'the fol- 
towing inſeription for a column at Runnymede : 


228 THO U, whotheverdant lain doſt traverſe bete, 
Vhile Thames? among his e from thy view 
ires; O ſtranger, thee, and the ſcene 
Around contemplate \ 0 This is the place 
Where England's ancient barons, clad in arms 
And ſtern et conqueſt, from their tyrant king 
CThen render'd tame) did challenge and ſecure 
he, charter of thy, freedom. Paſs not on 
ill thou haſt bleks 'ditheir memory, and paid 
hoſethanks which God appointed the reward, - it 
Of public virtue. And, i ch chance thy home . 
Salute thee with a father's honour'd name, 
G0, call thy fons : inſtruct them what a debe «0 
They 6we their anceſtors ; and make them ſvear br 
o pay itz. P tranfwitting down intire | 
Os 125 Fate! 8 15 e were re pag 
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